Foreword

MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION SERVICES

T

he second term was full of exciting activities in our schools and at DES. These activities are depicted in this volume and I am sure that you will enjoy reading about them. Congratulations are
extended to the staff and students of all schools on the fantastic athletic prowess displayed during
the individual school sports , Inter-Primary and Inter- Secondary Track Meets in term two. Many of
the students also represented the Cayman Islands in overseas tournaments with excellent results.
Term two also saw schools engaging in extra-curricular activities and support for the community in
events such as; visits to the Heritage House Silver Thatch Exhibition by Creek and Spot Bay students;
Prospect Primary assisting schools in the Eastern Caribbean affected by the hurricanes through a
$1500 donation and the Cayman Islands Further Education Art and Design students partnering with
the Department of Environment to produce posters which highlighted the need for Marine protected Areas in the Cayman Islands to name a few.

Ms. Lyneth Monteith

Appreciation is extended to DES’ own Tara Robinson who started an initiative which highlights our
Artists. The first artist to be featured is Kerwin Ebanks , Art Teacher at John Gray High
School. Artists will be featured every three months as we celebrate and share their talent. DES also
showed support for the community by raising funds for the Hospice Care.
Happy reading!!
Lyneth Monteith
Director, DES

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

T

he education system seeks to
create responsible citizens that
contribute to the social, moral and
economic development of the
islands.
Students understanding their role in
community service, giving back to
society, and good citizenship, are all
crucial parts of their growth into
responsible citizens. In the 8th
edition of The Education Pulse, we
celebrate
our
students
and
educators that supported individuals
impacted by the active hurricane
season last year; but also, we
celebrate those schools that are
working to help raise awareness for
conditions
such
as
Down
Syndrome. Some schools “Rocked
the Socks” and some schools
“dressed down”, but the aim was
the same; raise awareness, celebrate
diversity, become better neighbours

and citizens! The Department of
Education played their part as well
by raising funds for Hospice Care.

with the work of one of the art
teachers in our system, Mr.
Kerwin Ebanks.

Of course, we couldn’t have an
edition of The Pulse at this time of
the year without a major
component of it being dedicated
to schools’ sports days. Technical
and Vocational Education &
Training is also featured along

We look forward to continued
collaboration and support by our
schools for worthwhile causes, as
we continue to develop the
characters of our young people to
be responsible and productive
citizens of the Cayman Islands.

Newsletter Committee (from left to right):
Michael Mothen, Maria Bodden, Lyneth Monteith, Gloria Bell, Mark Ray
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Violence Prevention Programme

Kerwin Ebanks

Ar

t Education in our school plays an important role in the overall development of our students. It is extremely important that all students are given the opportunity to express
themselves through this medium. As we celebrate the 2018 National Children’s Festival of the Arts
(NCFA) we wish focus on the promotion of art education in our schools. The initiative will highlight both
staff and students in our schools. This is the brainchild of Mrs. Tara Robinson, Recruitment Manager who
will ensure that an artist is
featured in our termly
publications.
Our first featured artist is
Mr. Kerwin Ebanks. Mr.
Ebanks is currently an art
teacher at JGHS. He is a
former student of our education system. His artwork
will be displayed for a period of three months in the
reception and conference
rooms at the Department
of Education Services. To
view Mr. Ebanks bio and
collection of magnificent
art, please visit his website
at
www.kerwingebanks.com
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Teamwork

What’s Happening In Schools

The staff at the Department of Education Services wore green in support of the Cayman Hospice Care
dress down day. The team also met
their target of $500 which was given
to the Director, Felicia McLean, of
the Cayman Hospice Care.
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Violence Prevention Programme

CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

Girls 100 Meter Dash U18 – 6th Place Comenish Grey
Girls 200 Meter Dash U18 – 3rd Place Claudina Morgan,
9th Place Aaliyah Allen
Girls 400 Meter Dash U18 – 1st Place Claudina Morgan
Girls 800 Meter Run U18 – 1st Place Claudina Morgan,
8th Place Diandra Ramirez
Girls 1500 Meter Run U18 – 5th Place Chyanai Tibbetts,
6th Place Diandra Ramirez
Girls 4X100 Meter Relay U18 – 2nd Place Arleny Connor, Kayla Robinson, Comenish Grey, Daekalei Tulloch
Girls Shot Put U18 – 3rd Place Elizabeth Burey, 4th Place
Jevoli Welcome
Girls Discus Throw U18 – 2nd Place Elizabeth Burey, 3rd Place Jevoli Welcome
Girls 3000 Meter Run Open – 3rd Place Diandra Ramirez
Girls 400 Meter Hurdles Open – 5th Place Moesha Truman
Girls 4X400 Meter Relay Open – 2nd Place Chyanai
Tibbetts, Diandra Ramirez, Selena Ramoon, Claudina
Morgan
Boys 100 Meter Dash U18 – 1st Place Najae Gordon
Boys 200 Meter Dash U18 – 7th Place Denzel
Neysmith
Boys 800 Meter Run U18 – 9th Place Jamal Bodden
Boys 1500 Meter Run U18 – 6th Place Jevon Stewart
Boys High Jump U18 – 1st Place Christopher Miller
Boys Long Jump U18 – 2nd Place Denzel Neysmith
Boys Discus Throw U18 – 1st Place Paul Jacas
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What’s Happening In Schools

CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

B

TEC Level 2 Art & Design students have been collaborating with the Department of Environment to produce a set of posters to highlight the need for Marine Protected Areas in the Cayman Islands. Students were introduced to the topic with a
presentation by Croy McCoy from the DoE. They later had the opportunity to discuss their design ideas with Tim Austin
and Croy McCoy from the DoE. It was evident early on that the students were producing some of the best artwork seen at CIFEC.
Both their teachers, Mrs Musser and Mrs McDougall were impressed with the work being produced so a meeting was arranged
with Cayman Life TV. The DoE was invited back to view the final Marine Parks posters and this was filmed for Classroom of the
Month – April 2018. Tim Austin says, “The work is phenomenal in terms of artistic interpretation. They have taken something
important to DoE – Marine Protected Areas, and turned it into incredible artwork with powerful messages. I am amazed at what
they have done”. We are really proud of our Art & Design students and can’t wait to see their posters around the island and the
film on Cayman Life TV.

Andrea Herrera-Padilla in her studio space

James Concepcion in his studio space

DoE Marine Parks Posters by: Andrea Herrera-Padilla,
Terek Stewart, James Concepcion, Kyra Brown, Tyana
Dedrick, Jericho Guballa, Larissa Mack
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

W

e were thrilled to hear that our past BTEC Level 2 Art & Design student Shanique Frater was
the proud winner of the YELLO 2018 cover
design! She entered the competition while
completing her BTEC Art & Design course at
CIFEC. We think her work is fantastic and she has certainly developed her own unique style. Kaylyn Bodden, Content Feature
Writer at Yello says, “Her piece, The Cayman Parrot, is absolutely beautiful and really blew us away”. We were excited to see
how she developed the skills and techniques that she learnt
while on the course and she has truly grasped the use of mixed
media and colour. We invited her in to discuss her work with
our current students, she says, “The BTEC Art & Design course
taught me how to use colours and put them together”. Shanique is planning to continue in the arts and study visual arts
and sequential arts overseas at SCAD. We wish her all the best
and can’t wait to see more of her amazing work.

Shanique’s YELLO cover design and
BTEC coursework

Shanique Frater discussing her work with
current art & design students.
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What’s Happening In Schools

CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

B

TEC Level 3 Creative Media Production students were invited to film as
event videographers for Red Sky At Night 2018. Here at CIFEC our media department produces films under the name Kaymanite Production.
Katty Christian, Michael Pearson and Andrea Williams worked under the supervision of their Media Teacher Mrs Musser to capture the essence of the
event. Katty says, “I got to use my newly upgraded media skills to work for a
client and show them what we are capable of doing. With creativity and alongside a great team we experienced and captured a spectacular event”. They
filmed throughout the afternoon and into the night to collect several hours of
footage. Michael Pearson says, “I’ve developed my communication skills and
become more confident with filming”. The short film is currently in the final
stages of post production and will be available to view soon on the CIFEC Facebook page.
Andrea & Katty in production

Michael reviewing footage
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

I

nternships, vocational courses, apprenticeships, improving numeracy and literacy – the Cayman Islands Further Education
Centre (CIFEC) is doing its part to ensure that young Caymanians are employable and they were pleased to be able to share
all this the public!

CIFEC hosted a Technical Vocational Education & Training (TVET) showcase on March 8th. CHHS and JGHS Year 11 students
were given the opportunity to speak to teachers and learn about the 11 vocational courses on offer at CIFEC. They were also
able to learn about the PWD apprenticeship which is in its second year and the Water Sports apprenticeship that is slated to start
in September 2018. Students were given the opportunity to talk to Careers staff and learn about the internship programme that
all CIFEC students participate in. Students also learned about the resit courses available at CIFEC. The TVET showcase was open
to the public from 5 – 6:30 pm. Many members of the public took this opportunity to come and experience the exciting things
that are happening at CIFEC!

Beauty Therapy students hard at work during the
TVET Showcase as observed by the Hon Juliana
O’Connor-Connolly – Minister of Education and Ms
Barbara Conolly – Education Councillor.

Bed built by CIFEC Construction students.

Art work on display at the TVET Showcase.

Paul Byles and Wil Pineau from the Chamber of Commerce viewing Art work
with teacher Sarah McDougall.
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What’s Happening In Schools

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Celebration!

T

he Department of Education Services extends a
warm welcome to Mrs. Deborah Powery-Zureigat
who has recently been appointed in the position of
School Librarian for Cayman Brac. In reflecting on her new
position, Mrs. Deborah Powery-Zureigat stated:
“It is an honor to be able to serve in Cayman Brac as a Librarian in
the schools. I wanted to kick-off my service by celebrating a wellknown children's book author - the late Dr. Seuss (the 2nd March
2018 would have been his 114th birthday). I wanted to capture the
children's attention by using creativity in costume, displaying Dr.
Seuss' books, using reading chants and fun-packed storytelling! I
believe they enjoyed themselves as much I did sharing!! I look forward to other future literacy endeavors in the Brac as your Librarian in the schools.”— Mrs. Deborah Powery-Zureigat

S

tudents at Creek Primary (Infant) School celebrated
a well-known children's book author - the late Dr.
Seuss (the 2nd March 2018 would have been his
114th birthday). Mrs. Deborah Powery-Zureigat captured
the children's attention by dressing in a creative costume,
displaying Dr. Seuss' books, using reading chants and funpacked storytelling! Mrs. Zureigat stated "I believe they
enjoyed themselves as much I did sharing!! I look forward to
other future literacy endeavors in the Brac as your Librarian
in the schools."

Heritage House Silver Thatch Exhibition

Y

ear 5 & 6 Students/Teachers from Spot Bay (Junior)
School had an educational and enjoyable time at
the Cayman Brac Heritage House as they viewed
the new display which highlights the history of the National
Tree, the silver thatch palm and learned how important the
Silver Palm was/is to our culture and heritage.
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CREEK & SPOT BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Rock your Socks!

O

n March 21st, students and Creek and Spot Bay Primary School participated
in “Rock Your Socks Cayman!” an initiative to promote awareness and support for Down syndrome. We were so pleased to use this opportunity to teach
children about Down Syndrome and, more importantly, to promote acceptance,
inclusion and empathy. We are different, we are special, we are one!
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What’s Happening In Schools

LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL

Lighthouse School Sports Day 2018!

March 29th we had our Annual Sports Day which was held at the Truman Bodden Sports Complex for the first time.

It was a successful event!
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL

Lighthouse School Career Day 2018!
On March 23 we held the Career Day and the LHS students got up front and personal in the different career industries.
We had Personal Chefs, Massage therapists, Hair stylists and Barbers share their expertise with us.

World Down Syndrome Day 2018!
On March 19th we celebrated – World Down Syndrome Day
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Prospect Primary School

Committed to Excellence
It has been an incredibly busy term here at Prospect Primary School with Sports Days, Inter-Primary,
Basketball, sailing, swimming and the National Children's Festival of Arts all taking place and adding
richness and excitement to life at Prospect.
I am delighted to say that our students continue to work hard and focus on their academic learning
while taking a full and activate part in all that Education in Cayman offers!
We were very pleased to welcome the Office for Educational Standards to Prospect in January to review how we have progressed against the targets set for us in our 2014_15 Baseline Inspection. I am
happy to report that we have made pleasing progress against each target. The full report can be found
here:
http://www.pocs.gov.ky/portal/page/portal/pcshome/publications/
In sports both our boys and girls basketball teams made it through to the finals of this year‘s interprimary Basketball Competition.
Our year 5 students have taken to the water taking part in sailing and swimming lessons.
Inter-Primary was hugely competitive this year and in terms of athletics here in the Cayman Islands it
showed just how much talent this country is nurturing!
Congratulations to the Red Bay Primary School Team for their well deserved win. Don’t worry we will
be back next year...
I want to say how proud I am of all of our athletes and cheerleaders, they gave their all last week! I
must single out Ro’jaylla, Omari, Samuel, Aimee and Jaydon for excellent individual performances
and of course all of our relay teams for performing so well. Roy’jalla won the shotput competition in
her division.
Well done all of our team!
I note that for the future we have some very talented young athletes in our younger years who will be
stars of the future.
What makes Prospect the best school in the whole wide world is not that we win at everything but the
fact that we always give our best and never give up. If we don’t win, we don’t whine and moan or look
for who to blame we look at how we can improve and how we can do even better next time.
We have a commitment to excellence in all that we do.

Looking Forward...
In the Summer Term we have some exciting events planned here at PPS including our annual Year 6
IB-PYP Exhibition (May 25th) and our Annual Career Fair (April 20th). Both excellent events and real
show cases for Prospect.
Look out for Prospect in the International Baccalaureate World Schools Year Book where we have featured this year.
In May we have our annual Walk-a-thon and Fish Fry a great family event please look out for flyers
and come along and enjoy the fun. In June we will be holding our International Day.

‘The best school in the whole wide world’
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What’s Happening In Schools

Our Year 1 students had a fun filled artistic adventure while touring the temporary exhibition
"Revive: Celebrating Contemporary Caymanian
Craft" at the National Gallery. They had interesting talks, viewed artworks and the chance to create
their own art!

Fund Raising
We held a coin drive to raise
money for schools in the Eastern Caribbean impacted by last
year’s hurricanes.
We raided over $1500.
Here you can see us handing it
over to the Red Cross the money will be used to provide books
and educational equipment for
schools that lost everything!

Our Wider Community
A Visit from Sir John Gray Students
I would just like to say thanks for accommodating us on the
Prospect Primary Campus. Our students and Teachers were
enlightened. The students certainly appreciated seeing all the
network equipment they learnt about in their classes. The expertise of Mr. Connolly, McLean and Ebanks is truly appreciated. I
know it's not easy to take the time out of your busy schedules, so
we are very grateful. Thanks again.
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What’s Happening In Schools

Sports Day
2018
A fantastic couple of
days of sport!
We held our main
Sports Day at the Truman Bodden Complex.
We had a great turnout
from parents.
The following day we
had our Fun Sports Day
at school. It provided an
opportunity for our athletes who did not compete in Sports Day to
shine.
Thank you to the Minister Hon. Julianna
O’Connor-Connolly and
her Councilors, to all
the representatives
from the Department of
Education Services, the
PPS staff, the PTA and
Parents for all of your
hard work. A brilliant
community effort!

Cheerleading

McField House won the
sports events. Miller
House the Cheerleading
and Parade. Powell
House the Discipline
Cup!

Congratulations to the PPS Cheerleading Team who excelled themselves at Inter-Primary this year
and won the first ever inter-primary cheerleading competition. The team looked amazing in their new
uniform and performed with real sparkle. It was lovely sharing their success with the whole school
during devotion, Well done to all of them.
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Being Prepared
On January 10th this year many of us received a warning regarding the potential of a Tsunami reaching Grand Cayman
following an earthquake near Honduras.
Fortunately we were given the all clear a few hours later but it did make many think. A few parents came in to see me and
asked how PPS prepared for both Earthquakes and Tsunamis.
The first thing to note is that PPS is especially designed as a disaster shelter and so the school is a good place to be, one of
the safest on the island. Our policies and practices are in place so we know what we have to do. Our plans are reviewed
annually by the Ministry and Hazard Management Team to ensure they are fit for purpose.
As part of our preparedness plan we invited Danielle Coleman, the Deputy Director of Preparedness and Planning with
Hazard Management Cayman Islands (HMCI) came to visit Prospect. With her team she talked to the children of Year 4
and 5 to see what they knew about Earthquakes and Tsunamis. She wanted to see if they knew what to do in the event of
an Earthquake or Tsunami.
So what do we do in the event of a quake?:
Once the shaking stops we will then evacuate much like we would during a fire drill until we know that the after shocks
have passed and the building is safe.
What do we do if we get a Tsunami Alert?:
If we receive a Tsunami alert the advice we are all given is ‘move inland and up’. Well Prospect is inland and is on the
highest point locally so are a good place to shelter. Do not forget the school is designed and built this way.
In either case please be assured we will do everything to keep your children safe. The staff here at PPS are first class and
know what to do in the event of any alert. We will look after your children.
Your duty will be to ensure that you are safe. Move away from the coast and move up. Please do not try to rush across
the island to reach the school. Your children will be looked after like they are our own. Once the all clear is given and it is
safe to do so then you can carefully make your way to Prospect.

So that you are aware we will be holding an earthquake drill during the next few weeks . We
will practice Duck, Cover, Hold and then evacuate.

Once the shaking stops we will then evacuate much like we would during a fire drill until we know that the after shocks
have passed and the building is safe.
What do we do if we get a Tsunami Alert?:
If we receive a Tsunami alert the advice we are all given is ‘move inland and up’. Well Prospect is inland and is on the
highest point locally so are a good place to shelter. Do not forget the school is designed and built this way.
In either case please be assured we will do everything to keep your children safe. The staff here at PPS are first class and
know what to do in the event of any alert. We will look after your children.
Your duty will be to ensure that you are safe. Move away from the coast and move up. Please do not try to rush across the
island to reach the school. Your children will be looked after like they are our own. Once the all clear is given and it is safe
to do so then you can carefully make your way safely to Prospect.
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CLIFTON HUNTER HIGH SCHOOL
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INTER-PRIMARY SPORTS DAY RESULTS

2018 INTER-PRIMARY TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPIONS
Large School Champions:
1st Place: Red Bay Primary School
2nd Place: George Town Primary School
3rd Place: Savannah Primary School
Small School Champions:
1st Place: Cayman Academy
2nd Place: North/East

Individual award winners:
Division 1:
Top Girl - Jeleah Maize (George Town Primary School) & Thalia Ricketts (Red Bay Primary School)
Top Boy – Ladrae Ricketts (George Town Primary School)
Division 2:
Top Girl – Stella Seymour (Cayman International School)
Top Boy – Tarique Beckford (Sir John A. Cumber Primary School)
Division 3:
Top Girl – Ava Brown (St. Ignatius Catholic School)
Top Boy – Anthony Chin (Triple C School)
Division 4:
Top Girl – Kiandra Edwards (George Town Primary School)
Top Boy – Kristoff Clarke (Red Bay Primary School) & Joshua Elliott (Savannah Primary School)
Victrix Ludorum:
Stella Seymour (Cayman International School)
Victor Ludorum:
Anthony Chin (Triple C School)
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www.des.edu.ky
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