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Foreword

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

A

s the 2015/2016 academic year comes to an end, I
would like to thank all Government School Educators,
Ministry of Education and Department of Education Services (DES) staff for hard work and dedication. . Your role is
vitally important to the success of our public education system
and most importantly, the success of our students.
Together we have taken great strides this year to establish a foundation upon which we can improve the
system. One of the most important things we have done is to set measurable targets and measure our
success. In the upcoming months the 2015/2016 Progress Report will be released along with the
2016/2017 Plan of Action which is being developed in collaboration with all Principals, DES and Ministry
Staff. These documents are vital in order to help communicate our accomplishments thus far and to help
to ensure that we stay on target and achieve the goals we have set for ourselves and the system.
We have been pushing several initiatives this year, the highlights of which include: the development of the
Education Bill, 2016 and accompanying Regulations which will provide the necessary legal framework; improved business processes and customer service development for the DES team; several Public-Private
partnerships such as the expansion of the Cayman Finance Mentorship and Work Experience Programme
piloted last year; Special Education Needs Coordinators Training; Physical Intervention and De-escalation
Training for our Behaviour Support Service Staff; developing and implementing Community Service Criteria for Graduation; and implementing the Response to Intervention (RTI) framework which is a tiered
framework for instruction and intervention that evaluates and analyses the impact of instruction for Key
Stage 1 students achieving below the expected academic level, to name a few.
Thanks to this wonderful publication, we have also been sharing our good news and the hard work and
success of our students. This Education Pulse in particular, highlights all the graduations and school leaving
ceremonies, and I am once again blown away with the academic and community service achievements of
our young people! We have much to be proud of! I would like to congratulate all the school leavers and
graduates and I wish you every success on your new journey, whether that be in high school, college or
the world of work.
As our schools close for the summer holidays, I hope that all educators and students get some much
needed rest and relaxation. Have a wonderful Summer!

Honourable Tara Rivers, JP, MLA
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Foreword

MESSAGE FROM ACTING CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER
The 2015-2016 school year has been an exciting year. Staff and students in our
schools have continued to chart new courses in our education system and there is
much to celebrate and give thanks for. As the school year draws to a close we say
goodbye to staff who have served in various capacities across the system. I would like
to extend thanks to all staff members leaving us this year and to wish them well for
the future.
This edition will highlight some of the tremendous work taking place in our schools
and give special thanks to some outstanding staff.
Ms. Lyneth Monteith

- Lyneth Monteith

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
As the school year closes, the
editorial committee
of
the
Education Pulse would like to take
the opportunity to say a big thank
you. Thank you to the principals
and their respective staff for giving
of your best during the school year;
for
persevering
during
the
challenges and recognizing them as
opportunities for growth and
learning. Thank you for providing
safe
spaces
and
nurturing
environments for our students, for
being their counsellors, nurses,
advisors and educators. Thank you
for facilitating their projects and
presentations; for taking the time
to provide feedback and guidance
and
for
not
accepting
mediocrity.
Thank you for
engaging
parents,
instilling
discipline
and
seeking
the
appropriate support services and
interventions
when
necessary. Thank you for instilling
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

moral fibre in our students and
helping them to recognize right
from wrong. In short, thank you
for being teachers!

will be refreshing and rejuvenating
for educators and students
alike.
We look forward to
continuing the journey in August
2016.

The publication is the last one for
the 2015/2016 academic year, and
appropriately contains pictures and
stories of culminating projects,
graduations,
school
leaving
ceremonies and celebrates our
students, teachers and our school
communities. As we move into the
summer break, it is our hope that it

Newsletter Committee
(from left to right):


Mr. Michael Mothen



Mrs. Maria Bodden



Mrs. Lyneth Monteith



Mrs. Gloria Bell



Mr. Mark Ray
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What’s Happening In Schools

CREEK AND SPOT BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Heritage Arts
Year 6

A

s a part of Heritage Arts Education Programme, the Year 6 students of Creek & Spot Bay Primary are exploring the different aspects of Art. Presently, their artwork is based on the theme ‘Transformation’. Mr.
George & Mrs. Lynn Walton invited the students to Mango Manor to draw their designs on a wall they designated for art. Their creations include the life cycle of a butterfly, a tree, and a fish, which are set in a garden
with a pond.

Instructor, Ms. Simone Scott with Year 6 Students, Creek & Spot Bay Primary at Mango Manor
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CREEK AND SPOT BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Congratulations Catrise from the Brac
Community!!

T

he Claudette Upton Keeley Speaking Off competition was held on March 9, 2016 at
the Cayman Brac Reef Resort Conference Room. Eight participants took part, and
Catrise Connor emerged as the winner, taking the 1st place with a very vibrant, inspir-

ing, and convincing speech! All the participants did extremely well!
Her teammates were Tashell Dawson, Amelia Dyck and Hailey Ebanks. Coach, Mrs. Margaret
Juman, parents, Mrs. & Mrs. Curtis Connor, Mrs. Tammy Hopkins, SSIO & Mr. Hopkins, Principal, Ms. Claudette Lazzari, Staff, Students, & Parents of Creek & Spot Bay Primary School are
very proud of her achievement.

Mom, Catrise & Coach
Mrs. Juman

Catrise receiving her award from Mrs. Marcia Ritch of
Cayman First Insurance

1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners with Ms. Marion Howard, Ms. Evelyn Linton, Mr. Richard Uriasz
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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CREEK AND SPOT BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Beaming 1st place
winner, Catrise
Connor

Catrise, Ms. Marion Howard, Ms.Evelyn Linton,
Mr. Richard Uriasz & her Coach, Mrs. Juman

All participants with their coaches and judges

Amelia Dyck with Mr. Richard Uriasz
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Tashell Dawson with Mr. Richard Uriasz

Hailey Ebanks with Mr. Richard Uriasz
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

Posing with this year’s featured golf cart is Career Services Manager at CIFEC Heather-Ann Cahill, left, with student Bryce
Thompson, student Selena McLaughlin, Saylor Sperandeo (little boy), Education Minister Tara Rivers, student Dwight Barnes
and Project Manager, Tom Sperandeo.

A

CIFEC Students Raise Funds For Charity!
golf cart built by students at the Cayman Islands Further Education Centre will be auctioned next month for charity.
Under project manager Tom Sperandeo’s supervision, the students took part in the annual Golf Cart Building Project

last month.

Proceeds from the auction will support Feed Our Future and the Frances Bodden Children’s Home.
One of the students who participated, Dwight Barnes, said, “I like working now on my own, but found that teamwork is good too.
One benefit is meeting people I never knew and getting along with them.”
Education Minister Tara Rivers, who visited students while they were working on the project in Governors Harbour, praised all
involved.
“I applaud our CIFEC students and the other volunteers, organizers and sponsors for their community spirit and willingness to help
those less fortunate, in such a unique and fun way,” she said.
The minister added, “I am especially happy about our students’ participation because I think this experience teaches them important values that will benefit them not only in their studies, but also in their personal and professional journeys, and they also
receive the satisfaction that comes with helping others.”
Career services manager at CIFEC, Heather-Ann Cahill, said it has been a pleasure to see the students using their skills and learning
new techniques to complete the tasks at hand.
“This event is an excellent demonstration of a well-known company, volunteer experts, parents and young people coming together to make a positive difference,” she said. “The support from Tom [Sperandeo] and [sponsor] Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman is
priceless and on behalf of Career Services, CIFEC staff and Minister Rivers, we thank them for assisting our young people.”
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CLIFTON HUNTER HIGH SCHOOL

Work Experience

On

Friday 10th June 2016 year 10 students from Clifton Hunter High School completed Work
Experience in many businesses throughout the Local Community.

Students actively took on the responsibility of researching their own future career paths by finding themselves a placement in a
business of their choice. Students chose placements which were extremely varied and individual to their own interests from
Local Radio station Rooster FM, to Cayman Airways, Law Firms including Walkers, Judicial Admin, Cayman Islands Health Services
Authority were all on-board in helping CHHS students to experience what it is like to be part of the working world.
Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, they learnt many different skills and were able to relate classroom teachings to life
in the outside world.

Carmen Ebanks and Woody at
Rooster FM Live on air in the Studio
at the Radio Station.

Shaquille Williams Retail at
Winners Circle

Michael Pearson, Axanthie LitchmoreEbanks, Shedika Zelaya, various Departments within George Town Hospital.

Quideen Jones Veterinary Assistant At Countryside Vet Surgery feeding newborn puppies
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Kinsey Miller Classroom Assistant
in Preschool at the Achievement
Centre

Aaliyah Montero Working the Reception area at Red Bay Primary
School
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CLIFTON HUNTER HIGH SCHOOL
CADETS FROM CLIFTON HUNTER HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE TRAINING PROGRAMME
tion to map reading, service knowledge, and introduction to field craft and introduction to first aid.
They also did Cayman Islands Civics. They were then
tested on the subject areas which includes written
and foot drill exams.

On Sunday, 24 April, 2016, sixteen cadets enlisted in
the ranks of the Cayman Islands Cadet Corps (CICC)
after successfully completing their recruits training
programme. Among these were nine cadets from
Clifton Hunter High School (CHHS), namely: Donjae
Blake, Oniella Burrell, Remi-Bush Jackson, Ethan
Chambers, Dante Connor, Rochelle Ebanks, Synae
Finnell, Johnathan Miller and Ajuay Whittaker. Other
schools represented were Cayman Academy, John
Gray High School and Layman E. Scott High School.
The principal, Ms. Pauline Beckford was present at
the ceremony and participated in handing out certificates, much to the delight of the new cadets of CHHS
who were eager to show their principal their
achievements. Also present were the Officer Commanding CHHS, Lt. Wilston Bennett, newly transferred officer and teacher on staff of Clifton Hunter
High school, 2/Lt Brown-Richmond, other cadet officers and cadets, along with parents and other community members, were present to watch the new
cadets as they paraded on the Bodden Town Community Centre football field.
The recruits have been in training since late 2015
and have been exposed to the Basic Army Cadet Proficiency syllabus which includes foot drill, introducThe Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

During the ceremony, cadets from Clifton Hunter
walked away with most of the sectional prizes for
outstanding performance. Cadet Remi-Bush Jackson
topped the categories for Best Female Recruit and
Best Drill. Best Male Recruit went to Donjae Blake
and Best Recruit in Academics went to Ajuay
Whittaker.
Throughout the academic year, cadets have had the
opportunity to engage in community services and
carry out civic duties which included participation in
Earth Day cleanup activities, participation in the
opening ceremony of The Caribbean Electric Utility
Services Corporation (CARILEC) CEO’s and Finance
Conference, and participating in civic ceremonies.
It is anticipated that the CHHS establishment will
grow as the new cadets have now moved to their
next phase in advancing training where they have
commenced the star proficiency training programme. They will also have the opportunity to represent the Cayman Islands internationally on training
and recreational camps.

Donjae Blake receives an award for “Best Male Recruit”.
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EDNA MOYLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Edna M. Moyle Primary School

Salute to the Year 6 Class of 2016

Edna Moyle School Leaving Class of 2016

Students about to savour their peppermint
candies

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Students learning to make fritters

It was quite a challenge learning how to plait
thatch.
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EDNA MOYLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

A

s part of the culminating activities for the Heritage Arts Programme, the students engaged in an art activity which required
them to create group paintings. They learnt how to control
their brushes and incorporate details in their painting. It required a lot of
cooperation and teamwork.

Year 6 students acquiring information
about the medical field and Emergency
Services on Career Day 2016
Sariah and Kendriah placing
bait inside a calaban
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Nataliya and Kandre grating
cassava
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EDNA MOYLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

School Leaving Ceremony
CLASS OF 2016

Edna Moyle School Leaving Class of 2016
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GEORGE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

George Town
Primary Events!
Year 4 Careers’ Day

O

ur annual Year 4 Careers’ Day was another
great success this year. The theme ‘the future depends on what you do today’ by Mahatma Gandhi was chosen
because our children are
our greatest assets and
our future. Our Careers’ Day provided an opportunity for the children to dress as different professionals: policemen, chefs, dentists, nurses, disc jockeys, etc. and to view presentations by resource personnel such as doctors, athletes, firefighters and from
different sectors of the government.

DEPUTY GOVERNOR’S 5K RUN/WALK

D

onation from the school’s dress down
day was made to the Deputy Governor’s 5K Challenge Fund towards the
purchase a new ambulance. Teachers, parents
and students also participated in the 5K
walk\run.
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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EARLY ACT “CLASS OF THE MONTH” AWARD

C

ongratulations
to
the Early Act Club on
earning the “Class of
the Month” award for June
presented by Cayman First.
Thanks go to the club’s
teacher Mrs. Chow, who has
been with Early Act since its
inception in 2011. Early Act
has had a positive impact
on many students. They
have learned about the importance of giving back to
the community. This year

the students have been involved in activities such as a
cupcake and lemonade sale
with donation to the Deputy
Governor’s Fund towards
the purchase of a new am-

bulance, many community
cleanups, visiting the Pines,
and walking dogs at the Humane Society, and a car
wash where the money was
donated to the Pines,
They have also participated
in environmental competitions such as recycling and
saving our oceans. Thanks
to Rotary for sponsoring
Early Act Club and for working with the students.

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS WINNERS
In this year’s Battle of the Books
competition, our students fought a
very close battle, eventually tying
for first place with St. Ignatious
Catholic School. Congratulations to
Rohanah, Jemma, Kaciann, Caleb,
Jelani, D’hani and to their teacher
Ms. Musson for their outstanding
achievement!
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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GEORGE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

CAP (Cognitive
Accelerated
Programme)

S

even children from years
1-3 were selected as an
able group of students to
take part in the CAP Programme where they worked
individually and in pairs to
solve mathematical problems which required higher

level thinking. The children
looked forward to the weekly sessions where they could
develop their mathematical
skills by completing a variety
of activities. These included:
time tables, division, num-

ber, shape and space puzzles and mental math strategies. The children were able
to develop confidence in
tackling new problems, raising their self-esteem. Well
done CAP children!

TEACHERS’ APPRECIATION BREAKFAST

A

s a token of teachers’
appreciation
the staff was treated to a
special breakfast.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CLEAN UP

C

ommunity service is something our
students , parents and staff participate
in on a regular basis. A group of over seventy persons recently assisted with the island-wide clean up organized by the Chamber of Commerce.
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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SRA (STUDENT RECOGNITION ASSEMBLY)

O

n a regular basis, outstanding students are recognized in our Student Recognition Assemblies. Areas
of recognition include academic and sporting achievements, best effort, improvement, perfect
attendance, good character, music and community service.
Congratulations to all our students who continue to excel in so many areas.

PWC

E

mployees of PWC participated in the Extended Afterschool Programme with a well-rounded schedule of
events that enhanced students’ academic, social and physical skills. We are blessed to be regular recipients
of PWC’s dedication in serving the community. PWC also organized a Mothers’ Day -making event, where
students demonstrated their creativity in making various beautiful cards.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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YEAR SIX SCHOOL LEAVERS REFLECTIONS

My time in this school was really awesome! I had a
good time with my friends and I will miss this
school, especially the Principal and Vice Principal.
This school has really meant a lot to me.

Zachary Allen

I had a wonderful time at GTPS. I appreciate what all the
teachers have done for me. The staff and teachers helped
me through every struggle I went through. I wouldn’t have
completed my work or got good grades if it weren’t for my
teachers. I really thank you very much.

Chaaya- Ferguson
These past six years have been the best! I have had an amazing time at George Town Primary School! At the start of my
first year at school, I was extremely shy, I could barely talk.
This school has built up my confidence. Being at GTPS prepared me to go to high school. I certainly will never forget
Ms. Martin and Mrs. Wilson.

Kyla David
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

I had a great time because I got to
learn things I never knew. I’m going
to miss GTPS!

Sanjah Leachman

I have had a wonderful time at GTPS,
and I really appreciate my teachers, my
fellow classmates, and the fun activities
we’ve done together. Now that I am
moving to High school I’m more than
happy to come back and visit.

Ciara Myles- Ordonez
I had a great time in GTPS. Ms. Martin
influenced us to do right at all times
and she helped us to do better in
school and life. I will miss this school.

Stefany Martinez
Page 18
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GTPS NETBALL WINNERS

T

he GTPS netball girls made a strong comeback from last year’s second place showing in
both the A and B leagues, winning the A league trophy and placing second in the B
league this season. The players continue to take their tasks seriously. The A team players
were unbeaten all season while the B team lost their only match at the finals with a 1-0
score line. The girls expressed that the trophies were not the only great part of the league
but working as a team and meeting new girls were also contributing factors to the fun they
had. Keep up the excellent work, GTPS young ladies. You did us proud!

GTPS PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

S

tudents will soon have an opportunity to demonstrate and further develop their talents
in the area of dramatic arts. A new children’s Performing Arts Centre is to be built at
GTPS in a public-private partnership. Performing Arts play a key role in students’ personal development. The performing arts have been shown to help raise achievements across the curriculum by working in symbiosis with other subjects, such as English, Humanities and Science, to provide rich educational opportunities for the students. Plans for the centre have
been ongoing for some time, with Davenport Development putting forward the proposal as a
charitable initiative. It is a joint initiative between the Ministry of Education and a consortium of local partners led by Davenport Development. The centre is scheduled to be completed by the beginning of the new school year.
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Leadership Training 2016

PIN PROGRAMME

T

he PIN students recently participated in their closing ceremony. PIN (Positive Intervention Now) is run by the Education and Youth Committee of St. George’s Anglican Church.
It is for students ages 9-10. Through PIN, students have received attention, instruction, guidance and positive reinforcement to help them gain the skills, knowledge and motivation they
need to fulfill their potential.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL

LIGHTHOUSE
SCHOOL GRADUATES

Graduating Class of 2016
“Sailing into our Future”

Lewin Solomon:

ing personality in the classroom.

Lewin has been with the school since
2009. In that time he has grown into a
mature and independent young man. He
takes part in the Special Olympics participating in track and field events. He has
also completed a very successful work
experience as a bag packer with Fosters.
We wish Lewin the best of luck in the
future and will miss his funny jokes and
superb dance moves in the classroom!

Arley Swaby:

Jamar Timothy:

Graduates: Top left to right Junior Peart,
Jamar Timothy, Lewin Solomon,
Centre: Left to right: Rashane Kirchman and
Arley Swaby

W

e extend our congratulations and well-wishes to
our 5 young men who we
are very proud of. Each one of them has
done his best and has matured into confident and responsible young men. They
are leaving Lighthouse School with skills
that equip them to continue on their
journey of being independent, responsible, and productive members of society.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Jamar came to us in 2006. Jamar has
grown up to be a mature and responsible young man. During his time here he
has made everyone so proud winning a
bronze medal for Cayman on the Basketball team for the Special Olympics in
LA in 2015. He has also received great
feedback from the work experience he
has completed in The Westin and Red
Sail this year. We wish Jamar the best of
luck in the future and will miss Jamar’s
amusing insights on life in the classroom.

Junior Peart:

Arley started at the Lighthouse School in
2003. Arley has great artistic abilities. He
enjoys reading and his favorite series is
“Diary of a Whimpy Kid”. He works well
on the computer and likes to research
on the internet. Arley is a participant in
Special Olympics. He takes part in track
and field and swimming. In the future
Arley hopes to develop on his artistic
skills.

Rashane Kirchman:
Rashane started at the Lighthouse
School in September 2004. Rashane
likes music. Rashane likes to be involved
in everything that is happening around
him. His favorite subject is Language.
Being at The Lighthouse School has
helped him to gain self-confidence and
to develop more self-awareness.

Home School Association
donates to the AAC
Communication Initiative

Junior started in the Lighthouse School
in 2007. Over the years Junior has developed into a more mature and responsible young man. Junior made everyone
extremely proud when he won a bronze
medal for Cayman Islands in the Special
Olympics in LA in 2015. Junior has successfully completed work placement in
the Humane Society and Wise Auto this
year. We wish Junior the best of luck in
the future and we will miss Junior’s shinPage 21
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M

r. Gerald Joseph, Home
School Association President present 13 IPads to
Ms. Diane Johnstone, Speech Therapist.
As part of the Augmentative and Alternative Communication Initiative at Lighthouse, these IPads will be utilized as
communication devices by students
identified as benefiting from a high-tech,
voice output communication system and
will be implemented in the new school
year.

Instrumental Music Programme producing budding
musicians!

Lighthouse School supports
our Community!

Earth Day/ Dress Down Day
donated to National Trust

- Funds

T
Go Green Awareness/Earth Day Project
– Collection of newspapers donated to
the Humane society

Students meet Usain Bolt!

Stride against Cancer Walk- Funds donated to the Cancer Society.

S

tudents who participated in the
Inter-Primary
Championships
had the opportunity of a life
time when they got to meet Usain Bolt
during an interactive session at Camana
Bay. The students were very excited
and meeting Mr. Bolt has motivated
them to continue to do their best!

hrough the generous donation
of the Home School Association, the school received an
array of different instruments including
Concert flutes, Bb Clarinets, Eb AltoSaxophones, Bb Tenor Saxophone, Bb
Trumpet, Electric Guitar Fender Bass
Guitar, Keyboard and Recorders last
September. Over the year, the students
in the instrumental music programme
have developed their skills including
how to assembly and dissemble their
instruments, how to properly hold their
instrument, and how to produce C, D, E,
F and G on their instrument. Two of the
students, Jaryed Myles and Katherine
Klienworth also participated in the NCFA
and was awarded Silver and a Bronze
respectively. A Lighthouse School Band
made up of 14 students has also been
formed and meets as an ensemble to
practice weekly. Thanks to music teachers Mr. Hemans and Ms. Linguard for
working with the students who look
forward to music every week!

Feed-our-Future/Dress Down Day
Funds donated to Feed-our- Future Organization
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL
Once the school receives additional days of music education, the goal is for the Programme to expand and include
more students.

YOUNG CAYMANIAN KATELYN BUSH FOLLOWS HER DREAMS!

M

s. Katelyn started working at Lighthouse School last year September.
Ms. Katelyn is a very intelligent and professional young lady who has
a passion and love for children and during the year has demonstrated
that she has the potential to be a great teacher! Ms. Katelyn is going off to Indiana Wesleyan University to pursue her dream of becoming a qualified teacher
and we take this opportunity to wish Ms. Katelyn all the best!
In her own words:
“Being employed as an assistant teacher at the Lighthouse School has transformed me professionally and personally. Through professional development
trainings, a supportive and skilled staff and senior management and the wonderful students of LHS, my passion, knowledge and skills have blossomed. I feel confident and equipped to further my career as a secondary school teacher in mainstream, and to continue volunteering for Special Olympics as working with persons with disabilities have become a passion of mine. I will ever be grateful for this life-changing experience.”

ROTARACT - IMPACT DAY PROJECT
Thanks to 40 Rotaracts from around the region who are in Cayman for the Rotaract District Conference, and
Rotarians from Rotary Central , Lighthouse School playground equipment for our students with physical limitations was beautified and refurbished, on June 10th as part of the Impact Day Project!

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Page 23

What’s Happening In Schools

RED BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Red Bay Primary School
‘It’s Our Future’
Art Competition

S

tudents at the Red Bay Primary School showcased their
creativity as they participated in the Heritage Holdings ‘It’s Our
Future’ Art Competition on April 15,
2016. The competition integrated
the use of the online circumventFacebook to publish the art pieces
for the populace to vote in ‘likes’ in
order to ascertain the top artists.
The public rallied for our student
and winner of the competition, Abbygale Freebourne from 6A. Her
piece depicted the Cayman Islands
connected by beautiful cable-styled
and elevated bridges. The creative
aesthetics behind the design not
only exhibit the functionality and
practicality of connecting Grand
Cayman with the sister islands but
also unearths the futuristic and inventive spirit that resides in our students.
Mercedes Martin-Sanchez from 6C
got 3rd Place with her spectacular
piece, which had a similar idea of
connecting the islands with bridges.
Mrs. Brown, who has been curating
the creative arts at Red Bay for sev-
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eral years praised the contestants
and commented on how these students were always making an effort
to participate in these extracurricular activities. She also points out
that these activities and competitions have provided invaluable and
enriching experiences for the students at the school.
Both students walked away with
$300 and the PTA at Red Bay Primary received $500. Our young artists
have done us proud.

We Are the Champions!

tion lauded Usain’s ability and accomplishments but is adamant that
one day he will beat his time and be
an even bigger star athlete as well.
It was a fitting moment for our students especially those who will don
the Burgundy and gold for the last
time at Red Bay as Usain too, is
bringing the curtains down on his
sprint career this year. Together, the
champions all gestured ‘number
one’- a deserving fete after hard
work and dedication to climb the
pinnacle of success in track and
field.
Goodbye champs! You have made us
proud.

PARAMEDICS AND SIRENS

T

he ARC, Camana Bay came
alive on Friday May 13,
2016. It was electrified by
thunderous cheers of excited primary school children from across the
island who were there to meet the
magnificent Usain Bolt. Among this
cohort of enthusiastic children were
the Red Bay Primary School star athletes. Having won the 2016 InterPrimary School Track and Field Competition, it was imperative that the
champions would be on hand to
meet their idol and fellow champion. Bradley Erskine, Champion Boy
for the Inter-Primary Track Competi-

O

n May 18, 2016 the Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) responded to a call
at the Red Bay Primary School, only
this time they had an ocean of excited students to cater to. The responders were invited as part of the
Emergency Medical Services Week’s
programme to engage students in
the rudiments involved in the kind
of services provided by the EMS.
The team of EMS responders was
very impressed with the students at
Red Bay as they remained attentive
throughout the medical procedure
presentations and were quite pragmatic in their questioning. It was
Page 24

What’s Happening In Schools

RED BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL
also an enjoyable experience for the
students who even volunteered for
some of the medical procedures during the demonstrations. One such
volunteer was Jim Taylor who got to
ride on the stretcher. Taylor remarked, “… I was not able to move
when the paramedics stabilized my
head with the tape.” He was talking
about the care the paramedics provide for victims that are in an accident in order to prevent further injury or death when transporting them
to the emergency room. Other medical procedures included blood pressure tests and trauma first aid.
The high point of the presentation
was a tour of the ambulance. Each
child gleefully paraded through the
back of the ambulance paying keen
attention to the fixtures and safety
features. This experience will definitely resonate with the students for
years to come as they were afforded
a firsthand account of the duty of the
paramedics and overall importance
of safety on our roads.

JUNIOR BATABANO 2016
On April
30th,
2016 the
streets of
George
Town,
Cayman
Islands exploded into a cultural kaleidoscope as the Junior Batabano contestants converged to compete. The
Red Bay Primary students donning a
fiery red costume cascaded over the
roads with sheer vitality- an enthusi-
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asm that is said to ignite every inch
of space they occupied on the day.
Mrs. Rouse and Mrs. HerbertCoordinators of the Junior Batabano
Club at Red Bay Primary commented
on how the students remained upbeat throughout the entire parade
and had high praise for the level of
maturity and discipline that was exhibited on the road by the young
revelers. Mrs. Rouse added that the
students were well-coordinated in
their stage performance and executed their dance routine immaculatelya display that have won them 3rd
place in the competition! In the end
the coordinators believe all the participants were spectacular and
praised them for a job well done and
for making Red Bay Primary proud.

Go Parrots!

THE LITERACY KING AND
QUEEN COMPETITION 2016

T

he Red Bay Primary School is
again creating some serious
waves in the education
sphere as they prepare to launch the
inaugural Literacy King and Queen
Competition on June 17, 2016 at the
Mary Miller Hall. This competition is
first of its kind in the Cayman Islands
and already it has been creating a
buzz in the communities. Recently,
the Literacy Team was on the air at
Irie Fm Cayman sharing about the

impact of the venture leading up to
June 17.
We caught up with Mr. Dale, Literacy
coordinator at Red Bay Primary
school and he told us we are in for a
treat! He spoke about the importance of literacy and the responsibility of educators for extrapolating
the concept beyond the confines of
the classroom and into society at
large. He also pointed out that the
idea has been caught on by corporate Cayman as to date there have
been 25 sponsors partnering with
the school to make the competition
an unforgettable one.
Speaking with Dr. Vicky Frederick
about the competition, we got a
closer look into the new thrust generating momentum at the institution
to provide experiential learning, a
cutting edge approach that is influencing learning institutions across
the world. Dr. Frederick pointed out
that in order for Red Bay Primary to
continue as an academy of excellence, it has to be constantly redefining itself as an ardent provider of
quality education experience for all
of its students. She also expressed
how the sheer determination of the
contestants has become an inspiration for the entire school community
as it challenges each person to reflect on how they can do more in
ensuring that literacy acquisition remains focal and transcends the traditions of the classroom into everyday
life.
Both Dr. Frederick and Mr. Dale explained that the aesthetic value of
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the event remains as a means of cultivating the creative proclivity of the
children of Red Bay Primary, in which
they are provided with a platform
from which their talents and brilliance can be showcased and celebrated.

ria Scott had a golden performance
as well as she was magnificent in her
percussion solo. The boys’ ensemble
had a sterling performance, doing an
original piece that captured a silver
award.

The Literacy Team promises an evening of elegance and class punctuated
with the rudiments of functional literacy- the ultimate beauty.
This event is already shaping up to
be historic and extraordinary! All are
invited to dress semiformal and
come prepared to be entertained.
Red Bay Primary continues to be
inspirational.

HARMONY OF GOLD

It was a melodramatic experience
and the students placed their best
foot forward, strum-up the right
chords and serenaded with seraph
tongues. Red Bay Primary Fine Arts
department is indeed a force to be
reckoned with. We are all proud of
our performers.

F

ebruary to April 2016 was
rife with the tremendous
performances of the Red Bay
Primary school choir at the National
Children’s Festival of the Arts Competition (NCFA). Under the tutelage
of Mrs. Patricia Bent, the Fine Arts
Director at the school, the choir excelled in numerous categories-vocal
solos, instrumental solos and dance
to name a few. The melodious choirs
were all awarded gold with distinction. Sahara O’Connor captured gold
with her solo dance piece and Victo-
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SOCCER GIANTS!

D

efending champions Red
Bay Primary School have
yet again extended their
reign as a soccer giant in the Primary
Football League sponsored by the
Caribbean Utilities Company Limited
(CUC). It was a spectacular match

with Red Bay Primary and Cayman
Prep coming into the finals undefeated for a second time in two years.
However, as fate would have it, the
maestros donning maroon would yet
again lift the coveted title of Under
11 Champions. Dr. Mary Smith one
of the coordinators of the football
club at Red Bay was proud of her
boys who did not fail to excite with a
commanding victory winning 2 goals
to nil. She had high praise for Andres
Kirchman the energetic goalkeeper

who came out a hero for Red Bay as
he made several critical saves in the
match to ensure his team’s victory.
Coach Chin also weighed in on the
action and was pleased by the strikes
from Jaquan Wray and Alejandro
Holness, which separated the teams
and secured the title for the boys. It
was absolute pandemonium as the
boys successfully defended their title. Soccer Giants, you have made us
proud!

RED BAY PRIMARY
SCHOOL SPORTS 2016

F

ebruary 2016 was a showdown between the school
houses at Red Bay Primary!
Stingrays, Parrots and Iguanas were
locked in feverish combat as they
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contested for the right to be called
champion house. In the aftermath,
Stingrays came out victorious, scoring a whopping 646 points followed
closely by Parrots who registered
622 points and Iguanas was not far
behind with a remarkable 609
points.
The top performers were:
Deshawn Tingle – Iguanas
Lorrie Brown – Stingrays
Deijha Mitchell – Parrots
Tareek Rickets Jnr – Iguanas
Tayviah Marshall – Iguanas
Kristoff Clarke – Parrots
Selezqua McLaughlin- Iguanas
Deneisha Taylor from Stingrays was
crowned Champion Girl and Bradley
Erskine from Parrots was the Champion Boy. We also had some spectacular performances with Deneisha
Taylor smashing the long jump record and recording an awesome 4.04
m, The Champion Boy, Bradley Erskine now holds the 100m record of
13.5 seconds-which is quite close to
the celebrated ‘sub-10’ of the fastest
men in the world. Kristoff Clarke also
performed spectacularly as he carries the new long jump record of
3.98m.
The students all celebrated in the
end as a family- a display that impresses us all not only that the
month of February is the month of
love but also that we are family at
Red Bay Primary. Well done athletes!
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Let us take this energy to the InterPrimary competitions.

SHIP AHOY: Tapping into
what piques the interest of
boys

O

n February 25, 2016, The
HMS Mersey could finally
grace the shores of the
Cayman Islands, having being hindered earlier in the month to dock in
George Town due to tumultuous
seas. The deployment of the Royal
Navy vessel into the Caribbean Sea
signals Britain’s continuous support
in the war against the illicit narcotics
epidemic plaguing the region. Nevertheless, Commanding Officer Richard
Hewitt and his crew spent a part of
their visit accommodating an excited
group of boys from the Red Bay Primary School. The tour of the HMS
Mersey was organized by Dr. Frederick, the principal at Red Bay Primary
as part of a thrust to provide a structured and comprehensive approach
towards boys’ literacy development.
The tour was planned to incorporate
aspects of the Literacy curriculum at
Red Bay that would play a key role in
cultivating informed, articulate and
confident boys. The boys, a cohort
from year 5 and 6 students together,
explored the battleship under the
guidance of Mr. Dale-Literacy Coordinator at Red Bay who was accompanied by Mr. Spencer-year 6 teacher
and Mrs. Francis-Cooper-year 2
teacher. The visit to the HMS Mersey
was highly appreciated by the boys
and teachers alike and has since
sparked an overwhelming response

to the impact it has when the interest of boys is utilized to promote
learning opportunities and literacy
development.
Dr. Frederick and her team, having
conceptualize the initiative to tap
into the interest of boys and to use it
as a platform to extrapolate learning
opportunities especially in the areas
of written expression has been closely monitoring student output in this
area and have since noted significant
improvement. She believes students
are on a pathway to achieve success
and with the current trajectory, we
should be seeing phenomenal gains
in short order. Plans are already underway to maximize the implications
gleaned from providing real life experiences for our students at Red
Bay on a macro level in order to impact literacy development schoolwide.
Our boys had this to say about the
experience…
“I truly enjoyed asking questions
about the different ships and sharing
my knowledge as well. The crew
members were impressed with how
much I knew about battleships. It
was truly a fantastic day!”
Andres Kirchman
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“The thing I mostly liked about touring the navy ship is when we actually
got to use the guns. No bullets were
in them but it was an exciting experience to be looking down through the
periscope, cranking it up and firing! ”
Don Smith
“My experience on the navy ship was
fun because we got to see many interesting things like the assault rifles
and the bullet shells from the armour-piercing guns. It was cool that
we also got to shoot the gun, even
though no bullets were in them, it
was still fun. We were also given a
tour of the cockpit of the ship so that

we could get a captain’s view. I now
would like to join the navy!”
Raheem Harris
“I liked the experience a lot while
touring the navy ship. We had handson experience with most of the objects on the HMS Mersey. It was also
quite informative and I felt safe with
three teachers and the ship’s crew
taking the tour with us.”
Jim Taylor
“It was a very exciting experience for
me. We could learn about the history
of the ship and the Royal Navy,
which was fun. We also got to shoot

the guns, well not literally as there
were no bullets in them but it was
still a great experience. We got to
look at bullet shells and tour the
cockpit of the ship, where we sat in
the captain’s chair, observe the
ship’s surveillance system and speak
on the intercom system. At the end
of the tour, we saw a guard coming
on duty and he allowed us to touch
and look at the assault rifle he was
carrying. This will remain with me as
a great experience during my young
life. I would also like to be in the navy when I get older.”
Christon Ferguson

Get to know our Educators!

P

rior to becoming a teacher Dr. Meredith Rankine worked 13½ years with Cable & Wireless
gaining experience as a telephone operator, sales clerk and sales supervisor.

Although Dr. Meredith Rankine has been recently appointed as Special Education Needs Coordinator at Red Bay Primary School she is a veteran teacher with almost 22 years of teaching
experience. In addition to being a classroom teacher she has held various posts including Head
of Infants, Head of Juniors, remedial reading/math teacher, ICT Specialist, and PYP Coordinator.

Dr. Meredith Rankine

Dr. Rankine is a Chaplain and the youth director of “Children4Jesus Youth Group at Breakers’
Church of God. She holds a Doctorate degree from the Canadian International Chaplaincy Association International University &
seminary; a Master of Science in education from University of Miami; a Bachelor of Science with majors in early childhood education and psychology from Atlantic Union College in Massachusetts; a Certificate in Principles & Practice of Teaching from
Transworld Education College in England, and a Post Graduate Certificate in Leadership from the Institute of Education at the
University of London, as well as numerous other certificates in a variety of courses. Presently she is completing a course in special
education.

M

rs. Sherene Brown is currently a year 1 teacher at Red Bay Primary School. She has been
teaching in the Cayman Island for over seven years and continues to exhibit passion for
working with early years students. Prior to working in the Cayman Island, she taught for more
than ten years at the primary level.
Mrs. Brown holds a bachelor degree in Literacy from the University of the West Indies, Jamaica
and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in Literacy and Reading with Walden University.

Mrs. Sherene Brown
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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SIR. JOHN A. CUMBER
PRIMARY SCHOOL
END OF YEAR NEWS ITEMS 2015-2016
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T

he Year Six Students of
the Sir John A. Cumber
Primary IB School wrote
notes of reflection and
appreciation on their primary years
journey. They also gave words of
advice to the remaining students.
Many of them have described their
primary school years with such
terms as enjoyable, pleasant and
fun. They enjoyed all their learning
experiences especially the Primary
Years Programme (PYP) Exhibition,
music, visits to the library and the
computer suite and physical education. Speaking about the PYP Exhibition Janani Kumar said: 'It was a
wonderful experience, it has made
me become a better communicator
and more knowledgeable. It has
also helped to build my selfconfidence.' Raeanne Ebanks,
Shanee Carridice, Hashawn MckenThe Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

zie, Shinelle Johnson and Camille
Wright all agreed with her.
To them the Exhibition was also an
opportunity to demonstrate such
PYP attitudes as independence,
confidence, cooperation, respect
and cooperation. They express appreciation to the several mentors
and parents who have provided
guidance in the process as well as
Mr. Steve Coles the PYP Coordinator and Deputy Principal, their year
6 teachers and all the other teachers for their guidance in the Exhibition and also throughout their primary school years. The students
particularly liked how they were
challenged by their teachers to try
harder and to do their best.
In addition, they express gratitude
to all the volunteers who have assisted them throughout their primary school years, the majority of

whom are from the Ritz-Carlton
Grand Cayman, the team from Literacy is for Every One (LIFE), Cayman Islands Trust Company
(CITCO), Sir John A. Cumber Primary School Parents and the entire
school community.
The students also reflected fondly
on the Cayman Heritage Crafts
afternoons with Chris Christian and
his team. 'It was fun', remarked
Joel Sutherland.
About visits to the library, Jeliyah
McClean expressed that she is going to miss borrowing books from
there. Jeliyah is leading the students in the number of books borrowed and read for the 2015-2016
school year.
They encourage the remaining students to work hard, listen to their
teachers and always do their best.
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YEAR 6 BUSH

YEAR 6 BAILEY-HENRY

YEAR 6 SMITH

YEAR 6 GRIFFITH

SIR JOHN A. CUMBER PRIMARY
SCHOOL LEAVING CEREMONY 2016

Most Outstanding in
Project Grow
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Recipients of the Shirley Kidd Award for students who
consistently display the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
Attitudes.
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SIR JOHN A. CUMBER PRIMARY
SCHOOL LEAVING CEREMONY 2016

SJACP YEAR 6 SINGING AT THEIR SCHOOL LEAVING CEREMONY

SJACP YEAR 6 SCHOOL LEAVING CLASS RESPONDING TO A PRAYER OF BLESSING BY PASTOR RON
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Page 31

What’s Happening In Schools

FORMER SJACPS PRINCIPAL- MR. JOSEPH WALLACE- RETIRES

M

r. Joseph Wallace assumed the leadership of the Sir John A. Cumber
Primary School (SJACPS) in September 2008. He came with a wealth
of knowledge and experience having previously taught at SJACPS from 1992
after arriving from his native Trinidad and Tobago. He subsequently moved
on to Bodden Town Primary in 1998 where he later became Principal.
Under Mr. Wallace’s leadership SJACPS moved from International Baccalaureate (IB) Candidacy Status to Authorization. This was the first primary
school in the Caribbean to be granted the IB certificate of Authorization. He
was also involved in the IB self-assessment exercise in preparation for IB
evaluation which leads to post extended authorization. It was at that stage
that Mr. Wallace retired sighting health reasons and strong family obligations.
The Acting Principal, Mrs. Lorna Lumsden, Deputy Principal, Mr. Steve Coles, and staff are better and wiser for having
worked with him. They have in some way or another benefited from his charm, vision, wit, knowledge and experience. The
management, staff, faculty, parents, students and wider school community thank Mr. Wallace for his years of service to the
school and community and wish him and his family all the best in their future endeavors.

Mr. wallace seated beside Mr. Roger Morris at
the Year 6 school leaving ceremony

Mr. Wallace returned to read with some year 2
students

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

A

s an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, the SJACP celebrated International Night in April with a
look, taste, feel, touch and sound of cultures and countries throughout the world.

Jada Myles is pictured representing Honduras
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

The Rainbows featured Mexico
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SIR. JOHN A. CUMBER PRIMARY SCHOOL
RECEPTION CLASSES WATER
WELL PROJECT “PROJECT
CLEAN WATER” - JUNE 2016

The Reception Students had a bake sale to
raise funds

T

he children in Reception at
Sir John A. Cumber Primary School were involved
recently raising funds to
complete a water well in Sierra Leone, Africa. This is the third year that
the students have been involved
with this project, partnering with
World Hope International.
The project first came about as the
children were learning about the
importance of water in our lives.
The central idea of the unit being
studied stated that ‘Water is essential to life’. As the children developed their lines of inquiry, they
quickly came to realize that not all
people in the world have access to
clean water and that in fact many
people, including very young children, die every day from diseases
caused by drinking dirty water. Our
children were very saddened to learn
this and so we thought about ways
to help make things better for the
people we saw, and many others like

them. Some children eagerly suggested sending clean drinking water
by a boat or plane and sharing our
clean water with people in Africa. In
one of the videos we watched, we
saw volunteers from World Hope
International drilling water wells for
communities in Africa. After discussing this, we decided that would be a
good way to provide clean drinking
water.

in Sierra Leone and Mozambique,
Africa. Our students have learned a
valuable lesson of service to others,
and what it means to be internationally-minded, reaching out to others
in need and trying to make a difference in their lives.

EARTH DAY

We came up with some fundraising
ideas, with a goal of US$2000
(CI$1600) in mind. One bake sake
and a walk-a-thon later, our students
and parents raised US$4769.62
(CI$4006.48).
With the money

They also had a ‘walk-a-thon’

raised we hope to help with the
completion of two water wells in
Africa this year.
To date, we have helped to complete
three water wells and impacted the
lives of 1,950 people in communities

T

he reception classes participated in a nature walk
and a clean-up as part of
the school’s Earth Day activities. The students really enjoyed
participating in this activity since
they saw it as their contribution to
recycling. They expressed that the
earth needs to be kept clean because if it’s not then, there “will be a
lot of garbage and we will die.” They
looked at deforestation and the
effects of not having trees in the
world and how animals can lose their
homes if trees are cut down. During
their discussion, one student in Reception Willis remarked “and that is
why we need to keep the earth clean
and not cut down any trees.”

Some even jogged
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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SENIORS TEA PARTY

Nyomi Myles is pictures chatting with
some of the guests.

T

he Rainbows and Brownies from the SJACPS hosted a tea party for some
West Bay seniors. It was
held in the Shirley Kidd Memorial
Hall of the school. The attendees
enjoyed the lovely entertainment as
well as the refreshments that were
donated mainly by Fosters Food fair
and Marriott Resort. Both the children and the seniors had a wonderful evening.

Guests, Rainbows and Brownies

Minister Rivers attended the function and is
pictured with Brownie Kaylee Ebanks
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Some Brownies are pictured with
Brownie Leader and teacher Joy Frater.
They are getting ready to serve the
guests

Students getting tips and practice on
cookie decorating from a pastry/culinary
chef

CAREERS DAY

T

he Ritz-Carlton Grand Cayman recently hosted a
special Careers Day for
the Year 6 school leaving
classes. Several departments were
represented as ladies and gentlemen spoke to the classes about the
career opportunities at the hotel.
Some sections represented were:
hospitality, banquets, food and beverage, culinary, engineering and Ambassadors of the Environment. The
students found the function were
informative and education. The
Acting Principal and staff as well as
the year 6 students express appreciation to the team for allowing them
to be benefit from this worthy experience.

Students following instructions on how
to make various animals from towels

Students learning how to mix drinks from
a mixologist

Students listening to a representative from
the Ambassadors of the Environment talk
on how to preserve the environment.

Students participating in an activity with a
representative from the Finance Department
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OCCUPATION DAY — X- RAY TECHNICIAN
BODDEN TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

T

he Year 3 classes decided to make X-ray Technician their choice occupation for Occupation Day. In
Science we studied a unit on The Body - Bones and Joints and thought that learning about X-Ray
Technicians would be a good extension to what the students had already learnt.
In preparation for Occupation Day, the students made skeletons and x-rays.

Our Resource person was Radiologist Mr. Richard Jones from Cayman Islands Health Services Authority –
George Town Hospital. He did a PowerPoint presentation that included information about types of x-rays
and x-ray machines. The students received information about the education and training of x-ray technicians and what their jobs entail. Students saw a number of images including ones that showed what a normal kidney looks like versus an abnormal one. Mr. Jones also took along a portable x-ray machine which he
used to show x-rays of various parts of the body.
The presentations were interactive. Students were engaged and asked and answered questions during the
presentation.
Other classes also benefitted when they visited our room to listen to the presentation.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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OCCUPATION DAY — VETERINARIANS
BODDEN TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Y

ear 5 students at B.T.P.S. participated in ‘Occupation Day’ here at school. They were elated to assume
the role of Veterinarians. They engaged in extensive research on their job, the tools they use and
even how to become vets. Different genre of writing pieces were on display: “Should Animals be
Caged?” and “The Day in the Life of a Vet.”
Additionally, students were allowed to take their pets to school. There were several pets: dogs, guinea pigs, a
rabbit, fish, a hamster and a turtle. We had three student veterinarians that represented the following areas:
small animal, large animal and exotic animal vets. Students also exhibited excellent art pieces. It was an exciting learning experience for the children as they garnered a wealth of knowledge.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Commonwealth Day

S

ee our Savannah Primary students as global learners enjoying the day as they immerse themselves in the
country of choice through, poems, music, songs and dances.

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Magnificent Maths Night

W

est End Primary School families came together April 14, 2016 to investigate ways Maths could
be made into family games at home.
Investigations included:


Legos



Dominos



Dice

Parents left empowered with ways to help students
practice their Numeracy Skills through play.

West End Primary Dresses Down to Support Feed Our Future

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Prospect Primary School

Farewell Class of 2016

Year 6 Pearson

Year 6 Glasgow
“My favourite subject this
year was Writing. It allowed
me to use my imagination.”
Maya
“The most important things I
learned this year is trying to
recycle, no matter what and
being kind to each other.”
Zanahria

“I made the biggest
improvements in Math. This
year I am proud of making
better grades.”

Demae

Jaiden
“I taught students in
different year groups how to
multiply by using the Lattice
strategy.”
Jayden
Ashleigh
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“The six adjectives I would use to
describe this year are exciting,
challenging, fun, amazing, productive and jam-packed.”
Packed.

“The person who had the biggest
impact on me was my teacher,
because she pushed me to my full
potential and kept making sure
that I never gave up. She made
things easier for me.”
Jaden

“This year I am grateful for
going to school and having a
family.”
Cassandra
“Next year I am looking forward to expanding my
knowledge in Mathematics.”

Edmund
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Labelling the Nature Trail

M

r. Geddes Hislop, the curator at the Turtle Farm, invited members of the Crafty Club to create signage for
its Nature Trail. Crafty Club teachers, Miss Knight, Mrs. Kidd and Mrs. Ebanks, who were assisted by Miss
Tatum, along with the 26 members of the club, embarked on sanding, painting and labelling. Teachers and
students will remember this life experience, of leaving their ‘hand prints’ on our National Treasure.

Bedtime Story Night
Aunty V, of the Cultural Foundation, captured the audience of parents and children at the annual Bedtime Story Night
event. Approximately one hundred parents and children came out to read and
listen to stories; while munching on
cookies and hot chocolate.
Parents
were encouraged to read to their children for thirty minutes. This was followed by a tantalizing and engaging narration of ‘Duppy’ and ‘Anancy’ stories. It
was a night to remember!!!!

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Career Day 2016

C

areer Day 2016 was another success for our school. This year, 20 organizations and departments
were represented. The H.M. Custom Scanner was a big hit, as students took turns navigating the
huge vehicle and exploring the intricacies of the machinery. Visiting students from Red Bay Primary
experienced the thrill and excitement of the Custom dogs along with the piercing sounds of the firetruck.
Thank you Mr. Conway King, school counselor, for organizing this annual event. A huge thank you to the participants, who continue to demonstrate the importance of partnership between school and community. We
look forward to a bigger and better 2017!!!

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016
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Astronomy Launch

Ms. Chekiya Tatum, (3rd from left ) of Prospect Primary and teachers
from seven local schools, received a replica of the telescope used
by Galileo when he first observed the Moon and Jupiter’s Moons
400 years ago. This was made possible by the President of the

The Cayman Islands Astronomical Society’s aim is to ignite
the passion in a child and to promote astronomy in the
school’s Science clubs. Nicolai Christian, an aspiring member, shares the lens with Ms. Tatum on the night of the
event. In September, the club will begin its exploration of
the Planets. Thank you Mr. Cooke for making this possible.

A P.T.A. Lesson in Math Strategies
The ratio table, doubling & halving, compensation, lattice and other efficient or “friendly” strategies were part of the
Math lessons ‘taught’ to parents at the recent PTA meeting, by a group of Year 5 students. They challenged their parents to ‘think outside of the box’ as they demonstrated the application of these multiplication strategies. Students
demonstrated confidence and knowledge as they commanded the attention of the crowd.

Leanna Allen
The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Briana Chase

Amaya Linwood
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EAST END PRIMARY SCHOOL
Our School Leaving Class of 2016!!! We are proud of them!

CELEBRATIONS!!!!

Singing
“I was born to be
somebody”

Academic Champions 2016!!!

Year 2
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Year 4
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EAST END PRIMARY SCHOOL
Congratulations to ALL!!!

Year 3

Year 1

Hard work, perseverance and commitment; three traits for success!!

Citizenship Award—SHANTAY

Student of the Year—AMAIA MAT-

Top Academic Award—JARELL

EBANKS

THEWS

FISHER
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Public Private Partnership

CUC - CARILEC Conference Opening Ceremony

CARILEC
Performance

S

tudents from Government
schools starred at the CUC
International Caribbean Conference [CARILEC] held in May
at the Marriott Hotel. At the opening
ceremony on Sunday 15th May, Gabrielle Best of Savannah Primary and the
Spark Music School opened with a song
entitled ‘It’s Possible’. Students from
Savannah and George Town Primary
schools then entertained with three
string pieces for violin and cello ensemble. One of these was an arrangement
of the Caymanian song ‘Munzie Boat’.
The final musical selection was from a
Steel Pan Ensemble from John Gray
High School who performed a medley of
Caribbean favourites.
The students were directed by teachers
Fran McConvey, Naomi Allnutt and Arek
Nicholson. Participating violinists from
Savannah were Erika Scotland, Justin
Hernandez, Iain Hemmings, Jessie Hurlston-Watler, Gabrielle Best, Raeanne
Stewart and Daniel Gayle

Group photos of the Savannah and George Town String Group
Participating from George Town Primary
were cellists; Caleb Fear, Chaaya Ferguson, Zachary Allen and Khyler David.
Violinists from George Town were; Kaciann Powell, Aeonique Brown, Amare
Hamilton, Rohannah Gonzalez, Reyah
Stewart, and Jolani Hanson.
The talented Steel Pan quintet from
John Gray were Mark Plowright, Cameron Gilson, Geordi Forrester, Joel Taylor
and Tazmar Dawkins.
The students were warmly applauded
by the International delegation at the
conference. They were professional
and entertaining , a great advertisement
for the performing arts in the Cayman
Islands.

Erica Scotland of Savannah Primary
playing violin

Group photos of the Savannah and George Town String Group
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Chaaya Ferguson on the left, with Khyler David and Caleb
Fear all George Town cellists

John Gray Steel Pan Ensemble [Left to Right] - Geordi Forrester, Cameron Gilson, Joel Taylor and Mark Plowright

Group photos of the Savannah and George Town String
Group

John Gray's Geordi Forrester performing on the Pan

Gabrielle Best of Savannah Primary sings 'It's Possible'
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John Gray Steel Band Ensemble [Left to Right] Cameron
Gilson, Geordi Forrester, Mark Plowright and Tazmar
Dawkins [standing watching]
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Webster’s Tours Donates
Composition books

O

n Tuesday, 21 June Webster’s Tours Limited

importance of a good education, which he described as

celebrated its 7th Annual Fun Day by do-

the single most important catalyst for success in one’s

nating approximately 4,000 composition

life. He also said "Today we live in such a competitive

books to 400 primary school students to promote educa-

world where education has become a necessity for all

tion in the Cayman Islands.

human beings after food, clothing and shelter". He

The books were distributed to all Year 4 students
going to Year 5, in all government schools including
Lighthouse School, both schools on Cayman Brac were

strongly advised them to strive for a good education and
be the best ambassador for the Islands. “You are the future leaders of this country,” he said

also awarded books, as well as Grace Christian Academy
and First Baptist School which are private Schools.
This event took place at Webster’s Tours establishment where the Owner-managing director Dr. Kenrick Webster handed over the books to students. This
annual event would not have been possible without the
support of many sponsors, volunteers and other individuals who contributed of their time. The event comprised
of bouncing castles, thatch demonstration, Pizza, snow
cones and a variety of talent display by each school. Performances included dancing, music, both vocal and instrumental, and reciting poems. Mr. Webster donated a
gift certificate to each group of performers, students
who participated in the opening prayer and singing of
the National Song were also given gift certificates. Some
of these gift certificates included trips to Stingray City,

Mrs. Gloria Bell, Senior Schools Improvement
Officer from the Education Department was on hand, to
also motivate the children to be good students and make
the best of their educational opportunities.
Sidebar: Webster’s Donates Annually
It was back in September 2009 that Mr. Kenrick Webster
first donated composition books to 54 Year 5 students at
the Savannah Primary School. The response from parents
was so overwhelming that he decided to expand the
sponsorship, according to a spokesperson for Webster’s
Tours Limited. Since then, the former RCIPS officer who
is now a successful businessman, has donated annually
some 4,000 composition books to nearly 450 Year 5 students in all government schools, including the Brac and
Lighthouse School as well as a private school, Grace
Christian Academy.

Atlantis Submarine, Crystal Caves, Red Sail Sports CataWebster’s Tours for the past five years has spon-

maran and much more.

sored lunch for 8 students, one child at each government
Dr. Webster who is a former police officer and
Doctor of Philosophy, emphasized to the students the
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primary school on Grand Cayman including Lighthouse
School.
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Additionally, over the years, the company has sponsored and provided free transportation for a number of
field trips, to organizations and programs such as the Cayman National Cultural Foundation and Passport2Success, as
well as events such as the Flowers Sea Swim and senior citizens’ Christmas functions, he added.
(GIS)
Photos by Bina Mani, GIS:

The Education Pulse Vol. 4, June 2016

Page 48

Public Private Partnership

Youth ACT’s Crime Awareness and Prevention Day at
CHHS and JGHS

R

CIPS Neighborhood Officers Join Youth ACT’s
Crime Awareness and Prevention Day at CHHS
and JGHS

A similar event was held at John Gray High School Tuesday,
June 28. The press has been invited to attend the events at
both schools.

On, June 24, six officers with the RCIPS Neighborhood Policing Department (NPD) participated in a day-long
crime awareness and prevention event for youth at Clifton
Hunter High School. Organized by the Youth Anti-Crime
Trust (Youth ACT) for the fourth straight year, the event
features presentations by local police and prison officers,
crime prevention activists and community leaders to describe the realities and impact of crime on society and individual lives. The presentations are hard-hitting, and meant
to make an impression. Over two thousand year 8-11 students from all three high schools have been guided
through the seminars in the past three years.

Youth ACT’s Crime Awareness and Prevention Day is sponsored by Sol Petroleum, Esso, the Ministry of Youth and
Rotary Central.

“I always look forward to this event because I have seen
how it gets the students’ attention,” said PC Odale Mulgrave, an NPD officer who participated in the event.
“Students hear about the realities of crime in a way that
only those who have worked in this area or who have lived
through it can really describe.”

Co-Chair of Youth ACT, Michael Myles, addresses students
at CHHS

“We believe in youth empowerment, not incarceration,”
said Bonnie Anglin, Co-Chair of Youth ACT, “and one thing
that empowers youth is information. This event gives
them the raw information about crime and its impact, so
they can make informed choices about their lives.”
“Youth ACT is committed to developing and implementing
effective prevention programmes to address anti-social
behavior and reduce and prevent youth crime,” continued
Michael Myles, Co-Chair of Youth ACT, “and we encourage
all citizens of our beautiful islands to contact us and get
involved to support young people as they navigate through
life.”

Chief Inspector Patrick Beersingh delivers
a presentation
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Students at CHHS listen to presentations delivered by
officers and community activists

PC Odale Mulgrave speaks to students during the event
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Rotaract Impact Day

In June 2016, the Rotaract District 7020 Annual Conference was held in the Cayman Islands. More than 110 vibrant
and energetic volunteers aged 18 to 30 years old visiting from 10 islands were in attendance. The four day event
filled attendees and the host organisers with pride and their positive vibes throughout the stay were fine examples
of the incoming Rotary President’s theme, “Rotary Serving Humanity.”
On Friday 10 June, the Rotaract delegation split into three groups and in partnership with the three Grand Cayman
Rotary Clubs, namely the Rotary Club of Grand Cayman, Rotary Sunrise and Rotary Central, set out to refurbish the
former Black Pearl Skate Park site, the Windsor Park community park, and the Lighthouse School park, respectively.
Thirty-five Rotaractors and Rotarians had their hands on the Lighthouse School park project with painting, supplies,
equipment, and strong motivation to delight the school’s students who would discover a bright and fresh park on
Monday Morning. Visiting District Governor-Elect Haresh Ramchandani from Jamaica captured highlights of the Impact Day. Click here for the video.
The park at the Lighthouse School is sponsored by Rotary Central and is unique as it caters specifically to the needs
of differently-abled children.
The Cayman Islands is home to two Rotaract Clubs: the Rotaract Club of Grand Cayman (RCGC) and Rotaract Blue
(Blue). RCGC meets every Thursday at 7am at Treats and Blue meets at 6pm every Wednesday at Royal Palms.
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Farewell Friends

D

epartment of Education Services says farewell to its retired administrators; Mrs. Carla McVicar who has
retired from LHS, Mr. Joseph Wallace, retired from SJACPS, Mr. Matthew Holmes; retired as Acting Principal of JGHS and Mr. Roger Morris who retired as (SSIO) Senior School Improvement Officer. We wish them a happy
retirement and God’s richest blessings in their new endeavours.

Carla McVicar

Joseph Wallace
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L-R: Lyneth Montieth, Delores
Thompson, Yvonne Lawe-Gonzales,
Roger Morris, Marie Martin, Vickie
Frederick, Jon Clark

Matthew Holmes
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