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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

As

we commence the 15-16
academic
year,
the
Newsletter committee is proud to
produce volume 2 of the Education
Pulse. This term’s volume will highlight
the achievements in schools and will also
allow us to reminisce about the
achievements of last year via the school
leaving ceremonies. We take this
opportunity to express our appreciation
to the schools that submitted articles
and or pictures as your submissions are
vital to the success of the “Pulse”. You
will also observe that we have improved
the quality of the publication based on
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your suggestions. Since we will be
publishing this newsletter each term we
do hope that all schools will have a
submission ready for the March
publication. We wish to express our
appreciation to Mr. Michael Mothen and
Mrs. Maria Bodden for the role they
played in overseeing the printing of
volume 1. Please enjoy.



Mrs. Lyneth Monteith



Mrs. Gloria Bell



Mr. Mark Ray

Newsletter Committee
(from left to right):


Mr. Michael Mothen



Mrs. Maria Bodden
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Literacy Links in Schools

Teachers Take Part in Book Club
Submitted by Jessica Jackson, Literacy Coach
Renowned education researcher, John Hattie, highlights the significance and importance of ongoing professional development and teacher education in his book Visible Learning, in which he states, “The greatest effects on
student learning occur when the teachers become learners of their own teaching” (2009, p.22). The teachers at Bodden Town Primary School, East End Primary School and Year 1 at Savannah Primary School are participating in a
teacher book club on how to teach reading, showcasing their commitment to be continuous learners and continually
develop pedagogy.
Beginning in September and
continuing for ten sessions
into December, the teachers
of the three schools meet in a
collaborative setting, along
with book club leader, Literacy
Coach, Jessica Jackson, and
school administrators, to discuss content and concepts
presented in the book, Catching Readers Before They Fall.
In addition to engaging in rich,
meaningful professional dialogue, discussion and reflection on how to teach reading,
teachers also apply concepts
and new knowledge to collaboratively plan read aloud lessons, complete group learning tasks, share resources, and observe mini-lessons modeled
by the Literacy Coach. Furthermore, the book club promotes a shared vision and common language amongst staff
and Eastern district schools on the reading process system and the teaching of reading through the Gradual Release
of Responsibility and a balanced literacy approach.
The reactions to the first few sessions of the teacher book club have been very positive. BTPS Deputy Principal, Ms. Kim Litrico-Watler, states, “I am thoroughly enjoying participating in the teacher book club and the book
Catching Readers Before They Fall, as it has created a forum for teachers to engage in the conversation about the
how to teach reading. The book club activities, as planned by Ms. Jackson, are interactive and increase active cooperative learning and teacher collaboration, not only within Bodden Town, but including our colleagues from East End
and Savannah. The best part for me is that the content of the book challenges our current practices and belief systems. It provides strategies, ideas and processes that are based on research that will help our teachers provide the
appropriate support to all students, especially the ones who currently struggle.”
EEPS Principal, Ms. Allison Wallace, echoed the benefits of the book club. “The book club is an excellent opportunity for teachers trained years ago to gain a new perspective and truly appreciate how children learn how to
read.”
BTPS Year 5 teacher, Ms. Dairdie Tingle reflects on the effectiveness of the book club. “John Dewey rightly
puts it, ‘If we teach today as we taught yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow.’ This book club is ensuring that
as educators we are constantly expanding and adjusting our practices to ensure that we are catering to all learners. It
has allowed us to reflect and improve upon teaching methodologies in order to prepare students as lifelong learners.
Likewise, it creates a ‘melting pot’ of ideas as we forge relationships and share best practices with educators from
other institutions. As each chapter progresses, we have opportunities to apply concepts in our classrooms. Thank
you, Ms. Jackson for facilitating such inspiring sessions.”
Teachers are looking forward to continuing their learning journey throughout the remainder of the book club
and transforming learned theory into effective classroom practice.
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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Educators’ Welcome

EDUCATORS’ WELCOME!
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Educators’ Welcome
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Special Support Assistant Training
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August 18th—19th, 2015 training was held for all Support staff to adequately prepare them for
the new academic year. Approximately 120 persons benefited from this training which covered
the following topics:


Being an effective support staff member



Supporting students with learning challenges



Developing and working with IEP’s



Classroom management



Literacy and Numeracy



Understanding spreadsheets

SSAs were quite appreciative for this training as they felt it prepared them for the anticipated classroom
challenges. The DES will continue to provide similar training to SSAs throughout the entire academic year.
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Principals’ Retreat

Principals’ Retreat

O

n Friday 21st August, 2015 all school leaders retreated to the Wyndham Resort in East End to
revisit their roles and responsibilities as instructional leaders and managers. The day’s session
was facilitated by the Acting Chief Education Officer, Ms. Lyneth Monteith, in collaboration
with the Senior School Improvement Officers. Participants explored topics such as:


Role of the Principal



Effective use of support staff



School attendance policy



Review of child protection laws



Data walls evolution and progression

The day ended with the viewing of 2 videos that depicted a day in the Life of a Principal both at Primary
and Secondary level.
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SCHOOLS

CHESS PROGRAMME DEBUTES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

George Town Primary school student
enjoying the fundamentals of chess

K

ings and queens, knights and castles. It may sound like a lesson in medieval
history, but for children, it’s all about fun.

George Town Primary School students are among Cayman’s first to be
getting an education in the game of chess as part of their curriculum.
With age-appropriate instruction from the Cayman Islands Chess Association, the students are learning the basics of chess, and valuable thinking skills for the future.
“Well it is thinking ahead, it’s mixing plans, strategy, and also focus, because all of our
lives is about making decisions. A great way to teach children how to make decisions
is for them to practice making decisions in a confined space, over the chessboard focusing on what they need to decide,” said Shaun Tracey of the Cayman Islands Chess
Association.
The pilot programme is also running at Sir John A. Cumber Primary School in West
Bay.
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GTPS Year 6 students experience Cayman culture first hand through the weekly Heritage Arts Programme.
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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GEORGE TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

George
Town
Primary
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Teachers share good practice during Professional Development Days

Early Act students present their projects on Recycling displayed
at the Museum on Museum Day.

Early Act students take on leadership roles

I

Reading Is Fun!

mplementation of LLI programme which has
proven very successful in developing students'
interest in reading, building self -confidence
and helping to enhance their reading skills.
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Wellness Matters at George Town Primary

T

eachers and students learned about the
importance of a healthy lifestyle this
month from Holistic Nutritionist Tamer
Soliman. Teachers learned about the “5 Steps to
Healthier Habits” and many teachers have since
committed to incorporating a healthier habit into
their lives, such as dancing for 30 minutes every
day, swapping soda for water and increasing the
distance of their daily walks with their dogs. Tamer also presented to year 4 students on the dangers of eating too much sugar. Through hands-on
Mr. Ebanks, Tamer Soliman, and Year 4 students
activities, students were able to see just how
much sugar they were ingesting each day from
sugary drinks, “junk foods” and other processed
foods. Tamer encouraged students to get their sugar/carbohydrate intake from healthy, local foods such as
sweet potatoes and pumpkin.

Favourite Picture Books Purchased for School Library

Representatives from Investors Trust read to Year 3 students

On Friday October 9th, Mr. Francois, Ms. Barbara and
Ms. Susan from Investors Trust visited George Town Primary to read to the year 3 students and donate over
$250 worth of books to the school library. Books donated included favourites such as Where the Wild Things
Are by Maurice Sendak, Love You Forever by Robert
Munsch and Old Henry by Joan Blos. The students and
teachers were very thankful for the thoughtful gesture
and enjoyed the read aloud very much.

Thanks to Community Support, Classroom Libraries are Filling Up
Research has proven that children need access to classroom libraries that
have a variety of high quality, meaningful trade books that appeal to
their interests in order to support reading development. Thanks to some
generous members of our community, the classrooms at George Town
Primary are filling up with high quality fiction and non-fiction texts from
popular authors such as Roald Dahl, Beverly Clearly, Jeff Kinney, Eric
Carle, Nicola Davies, Leo Lionni, and many others. The generous donors
have also dedicated two mornings a week to reading with year 1 children
to boost their emergent literacy skills. The students and teachers are very
grateful for the volunteer’s involvement in our school!
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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CIFEC Annual Careers Fair
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CLIFTON HUNTER HIGH SCHOOL

ADOPT A CHILD - CLIFTON HUNTER PTA

T

he staff of Kane (Cayman) Limited collected funds of CI$600 to donate to the PTA
initiated Clifton Hunter school Adopt-A-Child program. This program was started
over 5 years ago as a means to providing school lunches to those students in
need. Over the years the program has developed and they have been providing lunch,
uniforms, and school supplies. The students are recommended by the school counselors.
The program also supports students in other schools; previously they have supported
children at CIFEC, John Gray, Savannah Primary and Bodden Town Primary.

Representatives from Kane came to the school and toured the grounds. They expressed
that it was a magnificent school and were very proud to be able to assist with the AdoptA-Child program. They kindly gave Mr. Warren, the head security guard, a hearty thank
you as well for the wonderful tour. He was very hospitable and knowledgeable. It was a
great pleasure to meet the Principal and staff!

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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CHHS CLASS OF 2015
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El Día de la Hispanidad (Hispanic Day)
After months of planning, Clifton Hunter High School held its first ever Hispanic Day on Monday 12 th October,
2015 celebrated in many Latin American countries as Columbus Day (El Día de la Raza). There were displays from
the school’s Hispanic community including the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Honduras, Peru, Colombia, Panama
and Nicaragua. Teachers and pupils were encouraged to use the Spanish language at some point during the day
and staff, students and visitors were treated to fantastic displays, delicious national dishes, fashionable national
costumes and wonderful cultural presentations.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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SIR. JOHN A. CUMBER
PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Right Start
The Principal, staff and students of Sir John A. Cumber
Primary School made the right start to the 2015-2016
school year with praise, worship and the reading of
God’s Holy Word. Special Intercessory prayer was
offered by Ministers of Religion from the district of
West Bay. Petitions were made on the behalf of the
school faculty, student body, parents, school community, student services, the Department of Education Services, the Ministry of Education, and all stakeholders.
The Principal Mr. Wallace in his remarks, reminded the
assembly to be ever grateful for the liberties and rights
that they currently enjoy and not to take them for
Pictured are participating Ministers of Religion from the district of West Bay,
granted. He added that some people around the world
students of Sir John A. Cumber Primary School and Deputy Principal Mrs.
Lorna Lumsden
are paying with their lives for political and religious freedom. He commended those who embrace the educational opportunities they have and further stated that it is the responsibility of others to show greater appreciation for the education that is being made available to them. The annual programme was coordinated
by Deputy Principal Mrs. Lumsden and Mrs. Esther Rivers-Support Assistant. The Principal and staff extend
appreciation to the Pastors for their presence and participation in the event.

Pastor Neriah Le Blanc prayed for Ministry of Education, Department of
Education Services, the Principal, Senior Management and other school
administration.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015

Pictured are the participating Pastors: (L to R) Gary Haylock from the
Church of God, Captain Reginald Parson's Drive; Jason Knox- Youth
Pastor of the Boatswain Bay Presbyterian Church; Neriah LeBlanc, of
the Church of Christ Batabanoo Road; Stanwyck Myles of the Church of
God Chapel.
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Farewell
The SJACPS said farewell to some teachers who have decided to leave the system after their years of service to the education of the children of the Cayman Islands. Mrs. Binger has taken early retirement after
twenty-years as an educator on these islands. Mrs. Carter has decided to return to the United Kingdom
after her four –year tour of duty and Mrs. Hunter has made a decision to take a break after two years in
the service due to urgent family commitments. Mr. David Toney has returned to his native Trinidad and
Tobago after serving as an educator for several years in the Cayman Islands. The principal, staff, students,
parents and school community thank them for their contributions to the education of the children of these
islands and wish them well in their future endeavours.

Mrs. Binger addressing the staff and
student body

Mrs. Hunter with Principal Wallace

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015

Mrs. Carter with Principal Wallace

Mr. David Toney giving his farewell
address at the SJACPS assembly
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2014-2015 School leaving
The SJACPS principal, staff, other faculty and student body said farewell to the 2014-2015 school leavers. As
they move on to another level of their education journey, they take fond and mixed memories with them.
They also take PYP, learner profiles, positive attitudes and skills which are building blocks for international
mindedness.

The school-leavers are pictured singing their well-rehearsed school leaving song

The outstanding students are pictured here with the Minister of Education Hon. Tara Rivers

‘BUGS’
The Year three students of the SJACPS are trying hard to catch the ‘BUG’, N0! Not that nagging cough and cold
that comes with a runny nose and sneezing and sometimes keeps you in bed or
away from school. It is the Bringing Up
Grades ‘BUG’ programme that is funded
and supported by the Kiwanis Club of the
Cayman Islands. This initiative challenges
children to work hard towards improving
their grades in Mathematics and provides
varied incentives for achieving their goals.
The students are motivated by this proYear 3 Students who caught the ‘BUG’. They are proudly showing off their trophies. Way to go!
gramme.
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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BICYCLES FOR OUTSTANDING STUDENTS IN SPORTS
The Director of Sports Mr. Colin Anglin was present at the SJACPS annual Sports
Awards Ceremony to congratulate the six Year 6 recipients of the bicycles for their allround performance in sports throughout their primary years. The recipients were;
Roshae Mair, Rhianna Jackson, Rashaad Powery, Shawayne Fyne, Lilly Powery, and Luis Valesquez Clarke.
This annual event is organized by Mr. Floyd Bush, former soccer coach and past parent of the school. The
bicycles were donated by prominent persons of the West Bay community.

Mr. Collin Anglin Director of Sports with the Cayman Islands Government

Mr. Floyd Bush the Coordinator of the event with Mr. Smith- year 6 teacher and soccer coach

Some recipients pose with their bicycles

Mr. Anglin with Rashaad Powery, one of the recipients

DICTIONARIES FOR YEAR 5
The year five classes of the Sir John A. Cumber School were recent recipients of a set of dictionaries.
These were donated by Rotary Sunrise. The presentation
was coordinated by Su Mander. The Honourable Tara
Rivers, Minister of Education, Employment and Gender
Affairs was in attendance and participated in the distribution of the dictionaries. The students and teachers are
extremely appreciative of this gift. (Pictured: SJACPS Student showing his dictionary)

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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RED BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Red Bay Primary School Celebrates the
Joanna Clarke Award with Movie Night
On September 3rd, parents and students from Red
Bay Primary School attended a special “opening
night” at Prospect Playhouse to view some very
special films. They were joined by the Honourable
Tara Rivers and Councillor for the Ministry of Education, Winston Connolly. The evening was a special event supported by the generous staff at Prospect Playhouse.
Three short films were presented that were created by students and staff from RBPS. The concept
was started by the School Counsellor, Amy Hunt, and supported by the school administration. A proposal
was presented in 2013 to DMS in a competition for the Joanna Clarke Award for Excellence in Education
and Red Bay won along with a proposal from the Lighthouse School.
The winning proposal was for the production of short films that would teach students conflict resolution
skills. Movies are fun for students to watch and are good teaching tools because they grab students’
attention. These movies are especially meaningful because students helped write the scripts and all of the
actors are from RBPS. The three films address the topics of bullying, test anxiety and jealousy amongst
peers. Each film demonstrates a typical peer conflict situation that can occur at school and shows students thinking about and solving these conflicts with positive outcomes. The films are designed to be used
in a classroom with the teacher creating discussion that will help students think about the topic issues and
examine their own behaviour at school. School Counsellors will also be able to use the films in individual
and small group sessions with students.
Parents, students and teachers at Red Bay are enthusiastic
about the films and appreciate that they have special meaning
for students. They relate to issues that students experience but
cannot easily talk about. These films are fantastic to watch and
touch the hearts of the students. Please contact Amy Hunt at
RBPS if you would like a copy to use with your students.
Amy Hunt
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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Red Bay Primary School Field Trip to Toronto, Canada

D

uring the month of July, a group of RBPS prefects and Brownies were lucky enough to fly to Toronto, Canada to spend seven days visiting the city and its environs. As is always the case, the visit had tremendous educational value and covered a number of curriculum areas including Geography, History and
PSHE. Learning should always be fun and this was no
exception!
The staff and students worked hard beforehand to
raise funds for this worthwhile annual Field Trip and
ran events such as selling cakes and sno-cones to the
rest of the students. The sound of ice being crushed
became a regular feature during the lunch breaks preceding the field trip!
The city of Toronto has a myriad of things to do and
places to visit; the Red Bay group had seven action
packed, fun filled days in which to explore it. The highlights included a visit to the CN Tower; Toronto’s tallest building at a mere 550 metres in height, with
spectacular 360 views across the city and a glass floor – not for the faint hearted! The Science Centre,
the Royal Ontario Museum and the Canada Wonderland theme park which also proved to be firm favorites with everyone in the group.
Other visits included ‘the castle in the sky” – Casa Loma, a spectacular building built by a millionaire who
always wanted his own castle as a child and Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada, perhaps Toronto’s newest
attraction with its tunnel that allows you to interact with over 13,500 species of aquatic life including the
sharks!
Lastly, no visit would have been complete without a tour of the world famous wonder –Niagara Falls,
which is situated on the Canadian/USA border. The sight and sound of the falls is spectacular, with everyone having to wear waterproofs to avoid getting
soaked by the spray!
A huge “Thank You” goes to all the staff and friends
of RBPS who helped to make the field trip such a success. Their hard work has given the prefects and
Brownies fond memories and wonderfully valuable
experiences that will last a lifetime.
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BODDEN TOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Donuts With Dad” Day, at Bodden Town Primary School

Getting and keeping Fathers Involved
Here at BTPS we always want our parents to know how much we need and appreciate them. That is why
on October 6th we held a special morning event just for our Fathers. Dads, step-Dads, Granddads and
even uncles of our students came out and enjoyed donuts, coffee, juice and tea. This small step strengthened continued communication between parents and staff. It proved to be a fantastic way to not only see
and understand parent and child in a relaxed atmosphere; but it was a great way for parents to feel welcomed and accepted into our BTPS family. We hope to continue activities such as this in the future as it
brings positive motivation to the students and sets the mood for a constructive and productive day.

Making dad the center of our team will always
bring a smile to our face,
especially those of our daughters.

Making dad someone to look up to,
no matter how tall we grow.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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A father will smile, even when you don’t...

But always remember, seeing your smile is
his bright start to every day.

We enjoyed seeing the
dads come out. It
was a refreshing and
fulfilling feeling for
our team.

There are many ways to show our children we
care. One of the simplest ways is to just be
there. Our mission is to not only see the needs
of our students and help them grow, but to
support all the parents who strive to make it all
possible.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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A father will watch over us...

Grow with us, side by side...

And protect us, even when they have a
second job of protecting others.

Fathers will not always understand what we
try to explain, but just having them listen
makes a difference.

Special thanks to Foster’s Food Fair-IGA who made this event possible, and who has
continued to support our youth of this community through the years.
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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Celebrating

Prospect Primary School
Welcome to Prospect!!

Ms. Chekiya Tatum

Miss. Tatum, originally from Cayman Brac, is a newly qualified Caymanian teacher, whose
strong Christian faith has allowed her to navigate the immersion of the classroom. Her
young and innovative presence has added greater depth to the cadre of excellent practitioners. Thank you, Ms. Tatum, for completing our PPS family.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015

Page 28

What’s Happening In Schools

Teachers’ Appreciation
On Friday, 9th October, the PTA body
rolled out the Red Carpet for the staff
of PPS. Teachers were ushered through
the ‘Doors of Appreciation’ and encouraged to stroll along the red carpet.
While the PTA took charge, teachers
dined on a sumptuous meal and awaited their turn to receive a back massage
from Spa-To-Go.
Thank you, parents!!!!!

Councillor McTaggart and the Rotary Club of Sunrise Cayman,
presented dictionaries to the Year Five students. He expressed
the importance of a dictionary as a “life long tool” for both
adults and children. He conveyed his appreciation to the Rotary
Club for their continued support to the Cayman Islands. Mrs.
Lawe-Gonzales, Acting Principal, echoed those sentiments and
extended her appreciation to the Club members.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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EDNA MOYLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Edna M. Moyle Primary School

Heritage Day 2015

O

n Wednesday October 21st, 2015, the students, staff and parents of Edna M. Moyle Primary School
held a Heritage Day at the school celebrating our history and culture. The day began with the
blowing of the conch shell inviting students to gather in
the hall, where our national song and a few cultural
songs, such as Aunt Jemima, Uncle Lou and Chip Up Potato, were sung.
After much merriment, there was a dress parade where
students confidently walked the catwalk in their best
cultural attire and the best dressed child from each class
received a prize. It was a special dress down day for students and all proceeds were donated to the NCVO.
Students were then taken back in time with a historical
slide show showing images of ‘Cayman Back Then…’ and
‘Cayman Now…’. They feasted on local cuisine such as
stew conch, stew turtle, Cayman Style beef, heavy
cakes, corn bread, coconut candy, fried plantain, conch
fritters, fried fish and fritters, stewed plums, and a variety of local jams.

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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Students were given an opportunity to see and experience traditional games, crafts, cooking and a
catboat demonstration, as they rotated throughout stations set up around the school compound.
To end the day, everyone sipped a cold glass of genuine swanky, as Aunty V. shared a traditional
story. Then Swanky Kitchen Band entertained us all with half an hour of traditional Caymanian
music and dance.
It was certainly a memorable day for all!

The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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N

orth Side is Alive

with the sound of music as Years 3

-6 students from Edna M. Moyle Primary School learn
to play the violin at CHHS, part of RBC’s sponsored music
programme.
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL

CELEBRATIONS AT
LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL
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RADUATION 2015 – Graduates, Alia Brown, John Henkis, Cody Connolly, Shaun
Ebanks, Michael Evans, Jordan McLean, Albert Bodden and Chloe Watler.
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WORLD CEREBRAL PALSY DAY – OCTOBER 1ST - CELEBRATION

CAUGHT BEING GOOD
Our School-wide Positive Behaviour Incentive Programme
We have 2 “Caught Being Good” mobile stores
from which students use their caught being
good tickets to purchase items. Twice a month
the store is open and students look forward to
purchasing goodies from the stores which
comes around to their classroom. Students can
get caught being good for many reasons and by
any member of staff.
Our Secondary “Caught Being Good” Mobile Store
The Education Pulse Vol. 2, November 2015
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MONTHLY STUDENT CELELBRATION ASSEMBLIES

A

t the end of each month, a student celebration assembly
is held where we recognize our students for their achievements. Students receive awards and house points. The competition is
stiff between the houses with Stingrays in the lead, Barracudas and
Snappers a close 2nd and 3rd.

Students Cariah Goodridge and Andre Douglas proudly show off their
certificates as their teacher, Ms. Chantelle Bang looks on!

ASDAN – A GREAT SUCCESS AT
LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL!

O

n August 27th, Ms. Karen Hudspith visiting ASDAN
expert from the UK and Ms. Carolyn Powell completed the external moderation of our students’ ASDAN Portfolios/
files. Ms. Karen was very impressed with the quality of work and
all of our students received their awards. The quality of work was
of such high standard, that Lighthouse School Direct Certification
status has been renewed for the next two years. This means that
files can be moderated locally without having to be sent to the UK
for external moderation.

Ms. Carolyn Powell, our school
ASDAN Assistant Coordinator and
Ms. Karen Hudspith, UK ASDAN
Rep, evaluating our students work.
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ASDAN
Action Points / Feedback
Centre: The Lighthouse School 28893

Programme: Towards Independence and Transition Challenge

A fantastic set of Towards Independence files, beautifully presented for verification. I was very impressed with the high
level of organisation and layout of the portfolios which made moderation very easy.
The quality of supporting evidence was excellent. Each activity for the ‘Sport and Leisure’ and ‘Everyday Living’ Modules was evidenced with detailed and specific annotated photographs. Accompanying tutor comments explained the
context and levels of help required and were examples of good practice.
The ‘Work Awareness’ Module showed a higher level of independence with student generated work evident. This included annotated photographs and scaffolded worksheets. The Witness report written by the work placement supervisor for Chloe Watler was an example of good practice. Junior Peart’s work based learning evidence for Section D
would be improved if photographs were annotated and if supervisor feedback had been included.
Transition Challenge
Files were again very well organised and easy to moderate. Action Plans & Reviews accompanied some of the Challenges; this is very good practice and not something I see very often for Transition Challenge. Most candidates also
completed more than the minimum requirement of 8 sections per Module. Tutor comments were detailed and very
helpful. Not all photographs were annotated and this would be an area for future improvement.
I am happy to recommend that Direct Certification remains in place for the following two years.
Date: 27.8.15

ASDAN Verifier: Karen Hudspith
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What’s Happening In Schools

FCCA essay competition winners, Grand Cayman,
Cayman Islands, November 10 2015

L-R: Viris Williams, Donovan Hutchington, Matthew Holmes, Acting Principal of John Gray High
School; Hon. Tara Rivers, Minister of Education; Gamaliel Hutchington, John Gray High School;
Theola Williams, Clifton Hunter High School; Joseph Hew, MLA, Councilor to the Minister of
Tourism; Jonathan Ebanks, Deputy Chief Officer Tourism; and Pauline Beckford, Principal of
Clifton Hunter High School.

Gamaliel Hutchington from John Gray High School and Theola Williams from Clifton Hunter High School,
winners of the annual Florida Caribbean Cruise Association (FCCA) children’s essay competition, visited the
Government Administration Building on Tuesday, 10 November to collect their cash prize of CI$200.00. Over
50 essays were submitted from public and private school students throughout the Cayman Islands answering the question: How has the Cruise Industry Improved my Country?

Hon. Tara Rivers, Minister of Education with Gamaliel
Hutchington, John Gray High School
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Hon. Tara Rivers, Minister of Education with Theola
Williams, Clifton Hunter High School.
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What’s Happening In Schools

2015/16 School Calendar—Semester 1
November—March

Nov. 2-6 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Primary)

Feb. 10 — Ash Wednesday—Public Holiday

Nov. 10-13 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Secondary)

Feb. 15-16 — Professional Development Days

Nov. 16-20—Half-Term Holiday (Teachers/Student)

Mar. 1-3 — Inter-Secondary Sports

Dec. 1 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Secondary)

Mar. 16-18 — Inter-Primary Sports

Dec. 2 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Primary)

Mar. 24 — Schools Close for Easter Break

Dec. 18—School close for Christmas Break

Mar. 25 — Good Friday—Public Holiday

Jan. 4, 2016 — Schools Re-open

Mar. 28 — Easter Monday—Public Holiday

Jan. 25 — National Heroes Day—Public Holiday

Apr. 4 — Schools Re-open

Feb. 8-12 — Half-Term Break (Teachers/Students)

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

The

Education
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CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TERMLY NEWSLETTER

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to contribute an article, poem, etc., kindly contact:
The Editor “The Education Pulse”
c/o The Department of Education Services
P.O. Box 910 GT
Grand Cayman
CAYMAN ISLANDS
Telephone: (345) 945-1199
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Photo Gallery

Congratulations to the 2015 Rubis Top Student $5,000 Grand Prize
Winner Davonte’ Howell from Prospect Primary School!
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