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C E L E B R AT I N G S U C C E S S
Greetings from the Minister

Welcoming our Acting CEO

It is important that the Ministry of Education and
Department of Education Services highlight the
work and happenings in education undertaken by
both public and private schools. The ‘Education
Pulse’ is a perfect forum to spread this good news
and rejoice in the achievements related to “all
things education”.

The Ministry of Education and the Department
of Education Services welcomed our Acting
Chief Education Officer (CEO) in the month of
March. Mrs. Monteith assumed the post after the
retirement of Mrs. Shirley Wahler, former Chief
Education Officer. Mrs. Monteith has settled
into her new post after leading as Principal of
John Gray High School for two and a half years.
Mrs. Lyneth Monteith,
Prior to that she was the Campus Director for 2
Acting Chief Education
years at George Hicks Middle School. In 2008 to
Officer
2010 she was also school leader for Leading Edge
High School. From 2010 to 2012 she was
promoted to campus director of the George Hicks Middle School. Prior to her
administrative posts, Mrs. Monteith served as a Religious Education Teacher and
Social Studies teacher at the George Hicks Middle School which was previously
called Cayman Islands High School. She is the mother of 2 children, a son and a
daughter who are both college graduates and also one grandson.

I would like to thank the Department of Education

Hon. Tara Rivers, JP, MLA
Services for taking the lead on this quarterly publiMinister of Education,
cation and I congratulate them on producing this
Employment and Gender Affairs

first issue. The aim of the Ministry of Education
and Department of Education Services is to (1)
work towards the continued improvement of the
education system, in an effort to create a centre of educational excellence in the Cayman
Islands and (2) enable our students to take advantage of employment and entrepreneurial
opportunities in order to excel in the local economy and compete in the global economy. We, as a country, must all work together in order to achieve these goals.
On behalf of the Government, I would like to offer my sincerest thanks to all of those
involved in education in our islands. Your hard work and dedication to our students and
country is truly appreciated.
I hope everyone enjoys this first issue of the ‘Education Pulse’ and I look forward to its
continued development and growing success.

Mrs. Monteith balances work with her dedication and love for netball and has
represented the country in many international competitions. Mrs. Monteith is a
member of the King’s Seventh Day Adventist Church and is a Path Finder Leader.
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
As we come to the end of the 2014/15
Academic School year, there is much for us to
celebrate. The Newsletter committee of the
Department of Education Services has pooled
their talents together to ensure that these
achievements are documented. The
committee wishes to express their heartfelt
thanks to all schools who willingly contributed
to the success and completion of this first issue
of ‘The Education Pulse’.

Newsletter Committee
(from left to right):


Mr. Michael Mothen



Mrs. Maria Bodden



Mrs. Lyneth Monteith



Mrs. Gloria Bell



Mr. Mark Ray

Literacy Links in Schools

Literacy Links in Schools
Literacy Coach Support
The Creation of Much Needed Text Type
Writing Exemplars!
To help support teachers, in the
introduction and implementation of the
new writing document,
‘Guidance in
Effective Writing’, the Literacy team has
been busy working with KS1 teachers, to
create text type writing exemplars. The
team has been collaborating with teachers,
across Grand Cayman and The Brac, to
locate and identify, suitable samples of
students’ work, that represent the different
sub levels from 1-5, in each text type.
The process has involved collecting samples
of students’ work at every level, in each
text type. These samples were then cross
moderated by the literacy team, before
bringing them back to the schools to be
further cross moderated. This cross
moderation process has been through a
series of Staff Professional Development
sessions, in a variety of schools. When a
consensus of opinion was reached as to the
level represented, the sample could then be
used in the new Writing Exemplar Booklet,

for that text type.
To date, the writing exemplar booklet for
Persuasive and Recount texts have been
finished and circulated to schools.
Presently, the Literacy coaches are in the
process of finalising the exemplar samples
for Narrative, Procedure and Report.
Hopefully, the final booklets will be ready
for use in August 2015. What a great way
to start off the new academic year!

Volunteer students from Year 5 and 6, have
been helping Ms Brown, one of the literacy
coaches, to listen to the younger students
read. Together they have shared colourful
picture books, short stories and poetry. It
has been a happy and enjoyable experience
for all involved and big thanks goes out to
all those ‘early birds’ who have happily
participated so far. Their patience in helping
the younger students, to call upon a range
of reading strategies and decode the text,
has been much appreciated. Their
enthusiastic engagement with the younger
readers is invaluable! It is wonderful to see
the older students working so well with the
younger ones, and see students helping
students to enjoy reading together.

Teachers at the Cayman Brac Primary Schools,
collaborating over moderating work samples

Early Morning Reading at Savannah
This term, students at Savannah Primary
school, have been listening to each other
read before school.

Early morning at Savannah, students busy
reading with students!
Submitted by: Sheila Brown, Literacy Coach

Parents As Partners in Literacy Development
Parents As Partners in Literacy
Development
Schools across the Cayman Islands were
fortunate again this year to have sponsorship
from LIFE (Literacy is for Everyone) to
hold evening parent workshops focusing on
Literacy. The “Partners in Print” program
allowed participating parents the
opportunity to learn literacy skills and
strategies to use with their child when
working with them at home. LIFE, a
charitable organization, provided pizza,
beverages and a book for each child to take
home after the workshop.
Each workshop had a particular literacy
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theme - such as Comprehension Strategies,
Decoding Strategies, or Phonological
Awareness - and lasted about 90 minutes.
During that time, parents rotated around
literacy stations with their children learning
a different skill related to the theme at each
station. The teachers at each station first
taught the parents about the strategy, then
modelled the strategy, and finally supported
the parents as they attempted to use the
strategy with their child.
The feedback from parents was
overwhelmingly positive. Through surveys,
parents expressed that they thought the
workshops were delivered in an engaging
manner and that they would like the

program to continue. If you would like to
know more about literacy workshops
offered at your child’s school, please
contact your child’s teacher or the school’s
administration.

At the end of the workshop, each child chose
a book to take home courtesy of LIFE.
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Literacy Links in Schools
Parents As Partners in Literacy Development cont’d

Ms. Thomas facilitates a Literacy Station at Red
Bay Primary.

Ms. Rouse facilitates a literacy station at Red
Bay Primary.

Parent and child read together at George
Town Primary.

Ms. Powell welcomes parents at Red Bay
Primary.

Parent and child read together at George
Town Primary.

Mrs. Wilson facilitates a literacy station at
George Town Primary.

Ms. Wight facilitates a literacy station at
George Town Primary.

Parent and child read together at George
Town Primary.

Ms. Bodden facilitates a literacy station at
George Town Primary.
Submitted by: Sarah Douglas, Literacy Coach

Book Clubs Launch in Year 3
Book Clubs Launch in Year 3
Throughout March and May, 2015, five
Year 3 teachers from four different schools,
under the leadership of Literacy Coach,
Jessica Jackson, embarked on the
implementation of classroom Book Clubs.
While Book Clubs have been used as an
instructional strategy in junior classrooms,
this marked the first time Book Clubs were
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implemented in infant classes.
Book Clubs, a teaching and learning strategy
used intermittently throughout the year, are
groups of students, with the same
independent reading level, who read the
same text and meet together to discuss and
share their thoughts, feelings and
observations about the book. Participating
in Book Clubs provides infant students with

the opportunity to practice comprehension,
effectively communicate their ideas through
written and oral means, share their thoughts
with others, and build conversational skills.
Young students practice maintaining or
adjusting their ideas on the basis of the
group discussion, taking turns, disagreeing
politely and piggybacking on the ideas and
comments of others.
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Book Clubs Launch in Year 3 cont’d
Throughout the four weeks in March, the
Year 3 teachers and Ms. Jackson met after
school to collaborate on lesson plans,
instructional resources, and engage in
reflective practice. During this time,
students participated in a fiction Book Club,
investigating the framing question, “What
can we learn from fictional characters?” As
they read, students not only practiced a
comprehension strategy, but also searched
for evidence to answer the framing
question.

text to develop an answer to the framing
questions in their small groups.
The Year 3’s reported that Book Clubs
were simply amazing! They promoted
active engagement, enabled differentiated
instruction, promoted higher level thinking
and analysis, developed students’ discussion
and conversation skills, and motivated
students to enjoy reading.

“The use of a framing question helped set a
purpose for reading and stimulated higher
reading engagement and deeper
comprehension,” stated Ms. Jackson.
Prospect Primary students engage in a
meaningful discussion about their book. Students
focused on “piggybacking” on others’ ideas and
comments.

Students from Savannah Primary School
preview their text before reading.

In addition to reading, students also met in
their small groups numerous times during
the unit to discuss the text, share ideas, ask
questions and reflect.
The results of the first Book Club Unit were
very positive. Ms. Annie Briggs of Savannah
Primary noted several successes of Book
Clubs in her classroom, including making
students feel more empowered by giving
them the opportunity to be in charge of
their own learning and higher engagement
in the reading process. Prospect Primary
teacher, Ms. Jayme Farrell, reported, “The
opportunity to engage in an authentic
reading programme has been a rewarding
and empowering experience for both
students and teachers. Collaborating with
other teachers and schools across the island
has been beneficial to developing my
practice.”
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Student responses to Book Clubs were
equally as positive. Students often
expressed great interest in Book Clubs and
often asked their teachers when their class
would be participating in the next Book
Club.
“I like Book Clubs because I like to have the
chance to talk about books,” said an East
End Primary student.

Building accountable talk and discussion skills
was a major focus of Book Clubs.

Another student from Bodden Town
Primary said, “I like Book Clubs because
you can always learn a lesson from every
book you read.”
A second Book Club Unit was launched in
the same Year 3 classes in May, this time
with a non-fiction focus. Framing questions
for this unit ranged in order to coordinate
with each class’ unit of inquiry or science or
social studies topic. Some framing questions
investigated by the Year 3’s included, “How
can my actions make a difference?”, “How
can we protect nature?” and “How might
my life be different if I lived in a different
place?” Again, students read independently
leveled texts, practiced a comprehension
strategy while reading, and discussed the

Minister of Education, Honourable Tara Rivers,
and Acting Chief Officer, Christen Suckoo,
joined the Year 3 students during their Book
Club Breakfast Meeting in early April. During
this meeting, students shared their answers and
insights into the fiction framing question and a
love of reading was celebrated by all in
attendance.
Submitted by: Jessica Jackson, Literacy Coach
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The Power of Reading Aloud: Motivate your child to read
and 2015 Reading Fair/Storyboard Competition

SJACPS
1 thing that you like about reading aloud -





The Power of Reading Aloud:
Motivate your child to read!
In January 2015, one PTA meeting was
focused on demonstrating the process and
explaining the benefits of parents reading
aloud to and with their children.
After a brief power point presentation
attendees watched a video of parents
reading to and with their children (a variety
of ages were represented). Then the
Literacy Coach demonstrated the strategy
using a student volunteer. Finally, students
selected books for their parents to read to
them.

"Builds confidence in public speaking"
"It makes (reading) books more fun"

"Gives opportunity to talk and discuss
(the text)"



"I enjoy hearing my daughter's voice
and her ideas"



"Able to track if child is following
along"



"I can get closer to my child"
"How engaging it is knowing that my child
comprehends what she reads … makes me
feel proud ..."

Who doesn't love being read to?
The parents eagerly participated and agreed
that reading aloud can become part of their
daily routine. Then reflecting on three
statements, attendees listed their final
thoughts.
Here are a few responses in each category;
3 problems that would bar you from
reading with your child -




"Not taken the time to read"





"I need books!"

"Support
consistency"

at

home/L ack

of

"Not being completely focused"
"Parent's reading level"

2 things that could make the process easier -





"Less distractions"




"Keep books in the car ..."

"Different kinds of books"

"Schedule my time (differently) so that
in the morning we could read together"
"Letting the child(ren) choose the
book"
"If I make it fun"
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SJACPS parent reading to and with child

PPS
2015 Reading Fair/Storyboard
Competition
One sunny Saturday in March, over thirty
students from both private and public
schools brought their storyboards to CIIP
sponsored Reading Fair/Storyboard
Competition. According to Paul Robinson,
Deputy Director of the George Town
Public Library, “This particular event is a
reading fair where children creatively produce a
storyboard based on their favourite book,” he
added. “The submissions are judged on clarity,
creativity, thoroughness, interest invoked and
quality. This fantastic competition not only
encourages reading, but fires the creativity,
imagination and fun associated with books.”

Students from Prospect Primary School
salivated over the opportunity to win at
least one of the Kindle HD6s which were
generously donated by the Cayman Islands
Public Library Service.
The four participants were Olivia Thorpe Year 1 Dickson (Division A), Briana Ebanks
- Year 6 Glasgow (Division B), Jade Allen
and Jenesis Mitchel - Year 2 Oxilly
(Division D).
All students received certificates for
participating but Briana Ebanks placed 2nd
in her division. She received gift certificates
from Book Nook and Books & Books.
Ironically, Briana solicited the assistance of
her classmates to complete the storyboard
by the deadline. So, kudos for teamwork
Yr. 6 Glasgow!
Ashley Welsh, program officer for Cayman
Islands Information Professionals, explained
that “Students selected their favourite books and
worked very hard to create a lively presentation
that allows them to share their love of reading.”
Su Mander of LIFE’s executive team said,
“Encouraging children to create a storyboard
about a favourite book is a creative and fun way
to help them develop their reading comprehension
skills.”

Student: Jade Allen

Submitted by: Giselle Elias, Literacy Coach
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N u m er ac y L i nk s i n S c h o o l s
The Focus for Numeracy this Academic Year

We appointed a Numeracy Coach (Gillian Dasent) to start working in primary schools from the beginning of September.
She has been working with teachers to support their development of interactive classroom skills where students and
teachers discuss mathematics in an open and engaging way. Gillian was a teacher in Savannah Primary School and also a
Leader in Primary Mathematics.
Three primary teachers supported the delivery of the mathematics initial teacher education course at UCCI. The teachers,
all trained as Leaders in Primary Mathematics were Gillian Dasent (Numeracy Coach), Ceronne Glasgow (Prospect
Primary) and Maggie Hurley (Sir John A Cumber Primary).
Our main focus in primary has been developing mathematics units for years 5 and 6 but we have also been refining the units
developed for the earlier years. As always the teachers have been thoroughly professional, trialing materials and giving
feedback on effectiveness.
The teachers in Year 4, 5 and 6 agreed to give a short test to their students which focused on the strategies the students use
to solve numerical problems. The Numeracy Specialist will write a report on the strategies used and we will repeat the test
next year and the year after so that we can track the changes in the ways the students solve the problems.
A further group of over 20 primary teachers were trained in Mathematics Recovery. This is an intervention programme to
support students struggling with aspects of mathematics.
The Numeracy Specialist worked with a group of primary teachers to help develop an observation framework to support
senior managers when observing mathematics lessons
The main focus for secondary has been using a scheme called Mathematics in Context with year 7 students. In order to
judge the effectiveness of the implementation we gave a test to year 7 students last year and this year to see if the
performance changed. We also asked students and teachers to tell us about their experiences using Mathematics in Context.
The Numeracy Specialist will write a report evaluating its impact.

Teachers and trainers on Maths Recovery Course

Maths Recovery teachers

Submitted by: Frank Eade, Numeracy Specialist
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The Ministry of Education

Change in leadership announced
for the Department of Education
Services
On Thursday 19th February, 2015
Acting Chief Officer, Mr. Christen
Suckoo formally announced a change in
leadership at the Department of
Education Services which will take
place 1st March, 2015.
Moving on after serving over 20 years
in the Cayman Islands education
system, Mrs. Shirley Wahler served at
Cayman Brac High School from 1998 to
2007 and served as lecturer, librarian,
registrar and head of general studies at
the Community College of the Cayman
Islands prior to that time. She became
Chief Education Officer for the
Department of Education Services in
2007 and led the reorganization of the
secondary school system in 2010.
Remarking on her career within the
Cayman Islands Ministry of Education,
Mrs. Wahler said “I have been very
fortunate to contribute and shape many
changes that have taken place over the
years in the education system of the
Cayman Islands.”
Mr. Suckoo said, “I wish to thank Mrs.
Wahler for her dedication to the
education system. I wish her all the best
as she takes on new challenges in Saint
Helena.”
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

Ms. Lyneth Monteith, current Principal
at John Gray High School (JGHS), will
take on the role of Acting Chief
Education Officer. Ms. Monteith has a
long history in the Cayman Islands
Education System. She has spent the
past 34 years as an educator with 26 of
those in leadership positions across
middle and high school. This has
enabled her to gain experience at
different levels of the system from
classroom teacher through to senior
leadership.
During this time she has worked in
teams on curriculum development,
local text book writing and various
system changes. Worthy of mention is
the change to the Schools within
Schools System and all through high
schools. In the case of the latter she
was a part of the team responsible for
leading the planning and
implementation of this project.
Her involvement with education reform
extends to being a member of working
parties on national initiatives such as the
National Strategic Plan, leadership
training for Principals and Deputies and
providing strategic advice on national
policies and implementing same in her
role as a Principal. Her ability to
strategically plan for school
improvement has resulted in the
selection of courses of study on the
curriculum which caters to the
student’s needs. Additionally, her
strategic planning has enabled staff to
develop and hone their skills towards
successful career advancement.
As the Principal of the largest high

school on the island, her strategic
visionary focus has led to improvements
in academic progress in the school.
Under her leadership the school’s
external examination results have
improved. Prior to 2010, the results
for students achieving 5 level 2 passes
were in the low two figure range.
Today all JGHS students are entered for
level two courses and the results, which
improved by 7% in 2011, have
continued to steadily improve. In
2014, the school was on target for the
predicted percentage of 5 level 2 passes
(including English and Mathematics), an
achievement which has never occurred
in previous years.
Ms. Monteith holds a Bachelor of
Education from Leeds University, a
Masters of Arts in Educational
Management from Bath University and
a National Educational Leadership
Certification (NELP). She has also
taken part in continued professional
development and has certifications in
project management, change
management, and restorative justice.
Acting Chief Officer Suckoo stated, “I
am looking forward to working with
Ms. Monteith to build upon the
strengths of the education system and
tackle the areas of weakness that
remain. Ms. Monteith has led John
Gray through numerous improvements
and although there is still more work to
be done, I feel that Ms. Monteith has
the experience and professional
knowledge that place her in contention
to lead the education system.”
He went on to say, “I believe people
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sometimes underestimate the amount
of hard work and dedication that goes
into supporting over 1000 teenagers to
develop academically, socially,
emotionally and physically. This is not
an easy task but one that Ms. Monteith
and her team at John Gray High School
have continuously strived for.”
“Ms. Monteith has demonstrated the
ability to be strategic, visionary and
plan long term for improvement. She
is well versed in the systemic needs and
has demonstrated the ability to
effectively lead towards continued
growth of the education system in these
islands. Her appointment to Acting
Chief Education Officer is an important
part of succession planning in the
Ministry of Education as at the end of
her acting role she, along with others in
the education system, will have gained
the necessary experience to be a viable
candidate when the post is advertised”
said Mr. Suckoo.

to thank Mrs. Wahler for her years of
service and wishes her well in her
future endeavors.” said Hon. Winston
Connolly, Temporary Minister of
Education, Employment and Gender
Affairs.
“We also welcome the
announcement of the Acting Chief
Education Officer, Lyneth Monteith
and look forward to working together
for future improvements in education
services,” he said.

JGHS Teacher appointed to
Deputy Principal
The Ministry of Education and
Department of Education Services is
pleased to announce that Ms. Patricia
Forbes has been appointed as the new
Deputy Principal of John Gray High
School (JGHS) for the 2015-2016
calendar year.
Ms. Patricia Forbes began her teaching
career at John Gray High School in
1987. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Business Education from the University
of South Florida, USA, a Post Graduate
Certificate in Education (PGCE) from
the University of Wolverhampton, UK
and a Master’s degree in Educational
Management from the University of
Leicester, UK.

Over the next few months Deputy
Principal, Matthew Holmes will be
leading John Gray High School and he
will continue to be supported by Ms.
Monteith and Senior School
Improvement Officer, Roger Morris,
from the Department of Education
Services.

During her tenure at John Gray High
School Ms. Forbes has held middle and
senior management responsibilities.
These include: Sports Coordinator for
Marlin Academy, Subject Leader for the
Business Studies Department, Associate
Teaching & Learning Coordinator for
Wahoo Academy, Teaching & Learning
Coordinator and Acting Deputy
Principal for Tarpon Academy. In
addition to pursuing educational
advancement in completing a post
graduate degree, Ms. Forbes availed
herself of internal professional
development opportunities which
included shadowing other leaders. This
provided inva lua ble hands on
development and allowed her to hone
her leadership skills.

“Th e Mi nis tr y of Ed uca ti on,
Employment and Gender Affairs wishes

Ms. Forbes has participated in marking
CXC exams, attended CXC workshops

Ms. Monteith said “I very much look
forward to the challenges of this
position, but more importantly, I look
forward to the opportunities to
contribute to improvements and effect
positive change in education services.”
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Mrs. Shirley Wahler, retired CEO

Ms. Lyneth Monteith, Acting CEO
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in Jamaica and GCSE standardization
exercises in the UK. She has also taken
part in continued professional
development in Restorative Practices,
Assessment for Learning, Student
Information Management Systems
(SIMS) and Special Educational Needs
(SEN).
Ms. Forbes is active in a variety of civic
and cultural organizations including:
JGHS Thatch Club and Cayman
National Cultural Foundation (CNCF).
Outside her professional interests she
enjoys helping out at her local church in
East End and Sunday School. She is also
one of the advisors for the Business
Club on school campus which is
affiliated with Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA).
An important part of her life is her
daughter who is currently studying at
Cornell University, an Ivy League
university in New York. Ms. Forbes is
passionate about the education system
in the Cayman Islands and holds her
daughter’s success in her educational
pursuits to date, as only being possible
because of the opportunities and
instruction she received as she studied
in the Cayman Islands.
Commenting on her appointment,
Acting Chief Education Officer Ms.
Lyneth Monteith said, “Knowing Ms.
Forbes for a number of years with her
strong work ethic and leadership skills,
I am delighted that she has been
confirmed as the Deputy Principal of
John Gray. I wish her all the best and
look forward to working with her as
we, not only continue to strive towards
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improvements at John Gray, but
towards improvements across the entire
Government School System.”
Acting Chief Officer in the Ministry of
Education Mr. Christen Suckoo offered
his congratulations saying, “I would like
to congratulate Ms. Forbes on achieving
her new position at John Gray.
Ensuring that our Caymanian educators
continue to develop their skills and
obtain opportunities, including those
for advancement, is very important not
only to me but to the work of the
Ministry of Education.”

Acting Chief Officer Mr. Christen Suckoo, newly
appointed JGHS Deputy Principal Ms. Patricia
Forbes and Acting Chief Education Officer Ms.
Lyneth Monteith.

Ministry Officials Visit SJACPS’s
End of Unit Display
Students of Sir John A. Cumber
Primary School (SJACPS) recently held
their annual mid-year display of work as
part of the International Baccalaureate
(IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP).
Hon. Tara Rivers, Minister of
Education, Employment and Gender
Affairs, Mr. Winston Connolly,
Councillor for the Ministry of
Education, Mr. Christen Suckoo,
Acting Chief Officer, Ministry of
Education, Employment and Gender

Affairs and Mrs. Shirley Wahler, Chief
Education Officer of the Department of
Education Services, attended the End of
Unit Display on January 15-16, 2015 to
see the students’ work that was
completed between September 2014
and January 2015.
The display involved students
presenting their work to visitors
throughout both days in order to
demonstrate both their acquisition of
the relevant knowledge, skills, and
understanding of the content associated
with completed units and to illustrate
an understanding of broader, more
universal concepts such as how and why
things that were explored are
connected or change.
Most importantly, the display provides
an opportunity for all of the students to
sh ow ca se th e ms el v es bo th a s
internationally-minded students and
unique individuals equipped with the
attitudes and attributes expected of
contributing members of the local and
global community.
The IB PYP programme is an
international programme focusing on
the holistic development of the child as
an inquirer, both in the classroom and
in the world outside. While the
programme develops trans-disciplinary
skills such as social, thinking,
communication, research and selfmanagement, the purpose is to help
these young people develop into
citizens of the world in relation to
culture, language, learning and living
together. As an IB school, one of the
functions is to keep the parents, and
general school community informed of
Page 9

THE MINISTRY ON THE MOVE
The Ministry of Education
the students’ learning and other actions
and activities of the school.

Edna M. Moyle Primary School
Receives Laptop Donation

All year levels are involved with the IB
PYP at SJACPS and were on-hand at
the open house to talk about what they
learned through the programme.
Minister Rivers was guided by the
students who explained their projects
and how these projects evolved. “I
always enjoy attending SJACP’s end of
unit displays. It is wonderful to see the
students so enthusiastic about their
work and the information they have
learned. They are indeed striving
towards becoming global citizens,” said
Hon. Tara Rivers.

Recently, Edna M. Moyle Primary
School (EMPS) received a generous
donation of ten (10) laptops, to further
assist with teaching and learning at the
school. The Acer Aspire Switch 10
laptops are multifunctional machines
whereby then can be used as a laptop or
a tablet.

Sir John A. Cumber Primary students proudly
explain their project to Minister Tara Rivers.

Sir John A. Cumber Primary students answer
questions about their projects with Councillor
Winston Connolly and Minister Tara Rivers.

Sir John A. Cumber Primary School Students
demonstrate an experiment to Mr. Christen Suckoo,
Acting Chief Officer for the Ministry of Education and
Mrs. Shirley Wahler, former Chief Education Officer.
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The donation was made by Mr. Roland
Stewart of Paramount Investments and
was arranged by EMPS parent Mr. Jay
Ebanks.
On hand to receive the laptops from
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Ebanks was Hon.
Tara Rivers, Minister for Education,
Mr. Winston Connolly, Councillor to
the Minister for Education, Mr. Steven
Durksen, ICT Manager in the Ministry
of Education, and Ms. Marcia Rennie,
Principal of EMPS.
Minister Rivers thanked Mr. Stewart
for the donation saying, “I would like to
thank Mr. Stewart for his generous
donation. I would also like to thank
Mr. Jay Ebanks for being a parent who
supports his children’s school and
making this donation a reality. We live
in a modern age where technology is at
the forefront of almost everything we
do. Incorporating the use of technology
in the classroom helps to assist students
with their learning. It also enables them
to become more comfortable using such
devices, by staying up to date with the
technology that is being used and
driving innovation in our world today.”
Principal of EMPS Ms. Marcia Rennie

was extremely grateful to Mr. Stewart
for the donation and provided details on
how the laptops would be used. “We
plan to use the laptops to set up an
assisted reading and writing programme
for some of our Special Education
Needs (SEN) students who would be
better able to access the curriculum
with this help,” said Ms. Rennie.
ICT Manager Mr. Steven Durksen gave
further details on the laptops. He said,
“We are very appreciative of this
donation to Edna Moyle Primary
School. This is a unique hybrid device
which can function for students as a
laptop or a tablet due to its removable
keyboard. In addition to the ICT
integration with literacy and numeracy
that Ms. Rennie highlighted, the ICT
Team is also excited to use these
devices as a pilot for deploying
Windows 8 and Office 365 at EMPS
before rolling out to other
schools. Also, these tablets can be used
at EMPS as e-book readers with our
new online library solution that we are
currently rolling out to all schools.”

Hon. Tara Rivers, Minister for Education receives one
of the donated laptops from Mr. Roland Stewart of
Paramount Investments. Joining them is (L to R)
Principal of EMPS Ms. Marcia Rennie, Councillor for
Education Mr. Winston Connolly, ICT Manager for
Education Mr. Steven Durksen and EMPS Parent Mr.
Jay Ebanks.
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THE MINISTRY ON THE MOVE
The Ministry of Education
Year 3 Students Celebrate their
Love of Classroom Book Clubs
On Wednesday 1 April, Minister of
Education, Honourable Tara Rivers,
along with Acting Chief Officer,
Christen Suckoo, joined 110 Year 3
students from five classes in four
different schools to share their love of
classroom Book Clubs, to celebrate
student success, and to rejoice in the
joy of reading.
At the beginning of March, Year 3
teachers, Ms. Bernadine Mills (East End
Primary), Ms. Dionne Clarke (Bodden
Town Primary), Ms. Annie Briggs
(Savannah Primary), Ms. Emma Deeney
(Prospect Primary) and Ms. Jayme
Farrell (Prospect Primary), embarked
on the implementation of Book Clubs in
their classrooms. Book Clubs, a
teaching and learning strategy used
intermittently throughout the academic
year, are groups of students (with the
same independent reading level) who
read the same text and meet together to
discuss and share their thoughts,
feelings and observations about the
book.
The initiative was spearheaded and led
by Literacy Coach, Ms. Jessica Jackson.
“I attended the Reading for the Love of
It conference earlier this year and was
inspired to implement this instructional
approach in the infant classrooms of the
Government Schools,” stated Ms.
Jackson.
“Book Clubs provide students with an
authentic, meaningful, reading
experience while also providing
opportunities to build essential
accountable talk and discussion skills.
The use of a framing question, like
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

‘What can we learn from fictional
characters?’ which our students
investigated, sets a purpose for reading
and helps to stimulate higher reading
engagement and deeper
comprehension.”
Over a four week period, the teachers
and Ms. Jackson met after school to
collaborate on lesson plans, text
selection and instructional resources
and reflect on the effectiveness of Book
Clubs. After each collaboration session,
teachers returned to their respective
schools and executed the planned
lessons.
Teacher Ms. Jayme Farrell of Prospect
Primary, reported, “The opportunity to
engage in an authentic reading
programme has been a rewarding and
empowering experience for both
students and teachers. Collaborating
with other teachers and schools across
the island has been beneficial to
developing my practice.”
The results of the first Book Club Unit
were very positive. Ms. Annie Briggs of
Savannah Primary noted several
successes of Book Clubs in her
classroom, including making students
feel more empowered by giving them
the opportunity to be in charge of their
own learning and higher engagement in
the reading process.
Student reaction and feedback to Book
Clubs was equally as positive. “I like
Book Clubs because I like to have the
chance to talk about books,” said an
East End Primary student. Another
student from Bodden Town Primary
said, “I like Book Clubs because you can
always learn a lesson from every book
you read.”

The celebratory Breakfast Meeting
event provided students with a forum
to present and share their answers and
insights into the framing question while
meeting other students who
participated in the project. Students
were also treated to a video showcasing
all classes engaged in various stages of
Book Clubs. The students valued the
opportunity to share with and talk to
the Minister and Acting Chief Officer
about their love of Book Clubs.
Hon. Tara Rivers was impressed by the
conversations she had with the students.
She said, “It was a pleasure being here
with our students this morning learning
about their classroom Book Clubs. It is
evident Book Clubs have a positive
effect on student motivation and
engagement in reading and I look
forward to seeing greater
implementation of this instructional
strategy.”
Acting Chief Officer Mr. Christen
Suckoo was equally impressed and
stated, “I would like to thank Ms.
Jackson and all the teachers involved in
this excellent initiative that brings
excitement to reading for our students
and that allows them to build
relationships with their peers at other
schools.”

The Minister of Education, Honourable Tara Rivers,
discusses Book Clubs with participating students
from Bodden Town and East End.
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL
home. Students, Arley Swaby, Cody
Conolly and Lewin Solomon have been
running the operation of 345 Recycling.

OUR SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD
GAMES’ ATHLETES
14 students from the Lighthouse School are
a part of the team that will be representing
the Cayman Islands in the Special Olympics
World Games this July in Los Angeles. We
are all proud of them and wish them all the
best.

Cody Conolly, Lewin Solomon and Arley
Swaby operators of the 345 Recycling Project!

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME
As part of the Vocational Programme, our
students receive 3 work experience
placements. This year, 9 students were
placed in work experience with 3 students
securing full-time job placements. We take
this opportunity to thank all the employers
who partnered with us this year to give our
students on the job training!

“Art without Boundaries” Art
Exhibition
“The Lighthouse School held its first ever
Art Exhibit, “Art without Boundaries”, in
the DART Auditorium Community Gallery
at The National Gallery this school
year. The exhibit was on display from
March 16th – 28th and we were delighted
to have so many visitors and other schools
stop by to view the amazing pieces of art
completed by our talented students. On
the last day of the exhibit, we held a
fundraiser evening which included silent
and live art auctions. The event was an
incredibly magical one, with many
distinguished guests attending and with all
27 pieces of art being sold. We not only
raised awareness for our children with
special needs but also rose over $20,000.00
to go towards the purchase of musical
instruments and to upgrade and repair our
playground. We could not be any more
proud of our Lighthouse School kids!”

From back left to right ( Shakia Scott, Amoy
Waite, Shaun Ebanks, Jahiem Ebanks, Albert
Bodden, Annechell Newman, Lizzie Hoptroff,
Keanu McKenzie, Jordan McLean, Tryese
Brown, Jomani Lee, Jazlyn Hydes, Julius Smith
and Tyler Castillo).
Shaun Ebanks & Jordan McLean at Dolphin
Discovery

Students Junior Peart and Tiann Scott
completing their masterpieces!

345 Recycling Project
As part of Science and Community based
learning, the Year 11 & 12 Vocational Class
studied about the impact of refuse on our
local community and the importance of
recycling and how to recycle. Out of this
study, the 345 Recycling Programme was
started. Plastic, paper and aluminum cans
are recycled and all students and parents are
invited to bring in their recycling from
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Chloe Watler at Conyers, Dill & Pearman

Minister Winston Connolly admires the
beautiful artwork!
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL
Acting Chief Education Officer first
official visit to Lighthouse School

Mr. & Mrs. Kent McTaggart and other
organizers of the Art Auction

Parents Mr. Gerald Joseph and Mr. Mario
Garraway

Parental Involvement!

ASDAN AWARDS

As part of the Class of the Month Initiative
to get more parents involved, parents were
given opportunities to take part in various
different activities ranging from class
activities to field trips.
Parents who
participated, were very impressed with the
work the students are doing, how much
they love school, how eager they are to
learn and how enthusiastic and caring the
Teachers are!

Lighthouse School held its first ever
ASDAN Awards Ceremony on Friday May
15th. All secondary students received
recognition for work done in ASDAN. It is
hope d that this will become an annual
event. The event was sponsored by Rotary
Club Central.

Parent Ms. Tracey Ebanks

Parent Ms. Gail Evans

The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

On June 8, 2015, Ms. Lyneth Monteith,
made her first official visit to the Lighthouse
School as ACEO. She was given a tour,
accompanied by Mrs. Barbara PeaceEbanks, SSIO and Principal, Mrs. Carla
MacVicar. All the students and staff
welcomed Ms. Monteith who got an
opportunity to hear from the students and
staff and see some of the great work that is
being done at the school.

Student Kingsley Eleweanya affectionately
known as the “King” excitingly introducing
himself to Mrs. Monteith as Mrs. MacVicar and
Mr. Loxley Morris, his personal caregiver looks on.

Mr. Clive Baker and Ms. Barbara Peace-Ebanks
presenting awards to students Alia Brown

Student Chloe Watler explains to Ms. Monteith
and Ms. Peace-Ebanks the work she has done
in her ASDAN Portfolio

Ms. Barbara Peace-Ebanks presenting awards
to student Kingsley Eleweanya

Request by some of the 2015 Graduates to
take a picture was met with a quick response

Page 13

WHAT’S HAPPENING in Schools

P r o s p e c t P r i m a ry S c h o o l
Ebanks, Thomas Palmer and Resan
Foster (Team Captain). The substitutes
were Kaylia Kelly, Lysenia Elliott and
Saul O’Sullivan.

Celebrate Prospect Primary!

Lamar O’Dixon stated, “I hope
Prospect continues to participate in the
future. It’s an experience I will never
forget! I support that 100%.
Go Mighty Meerkats!

Battle of the Books
On Saturday May 9th, the Lera
Parchment Battle of the Books took
place at John A. Cumber. Prospect
Primary school participated and our
Mighty Meerkats (name created by
Thomas Palmer) won the Junior
division with 489 points. Come by and
see the trophy, stately displayed in the
front of the school. We even destroyed
John Gray’s Outrageous Optimistic
Owls!
This was our first year and it was a
fantastic feeling to be announced the
winners. Our coach, Miss. Giselle Elias
dedicated her time to train us on
Wednesday and Friday of each week.
We had to read twenty fiction books,
understand the plot, recall the events,
explore the bio of the author,
collaborate our responses,
communicate it to the captain, while
BREATHING!!!
Mighty Meerkats consisted of ten
children,
of which three were
substitutes. The participants were:
Everton Spence, Ashanti Mellaneo,
Lamar O’Dixon, Ruby Pilata, Brianna
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

By: Resan Foster

Winners, in the Primary Division, of the Lera
Parchment Battle of the Books competition
held at the John A. Cumber Primary School.

Prospect Primary, ‘Tightrope Walkers’ Winners
of the 2015 Batabano Parade and
Performance Competition

International Evening, a celebration of our
Cayman Culture while respecting recognizing
the presence of others

Diamond White, winner of the Rotary Central,
‘Butterfly’, writing competition, held
throughout the Caribbean

Annual Career Day, showcasing over twenty
professionals and hosting two schools

Robotics, our new afterschool club, allows our
students to collaborate, problem solve,
assemble and programme robots using the
NXT Lego© kits

Year 6 Exhibition on the Central Idea
‘Everyone has a responsibility to minimize their
waste impact on the environment”. A
culmination of the PYP journey
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P r o s p e c t P r i m a ry S c h o o l

Student Led Conference initiative, which
allowed our students to report on their
progress, saw a 90 percent parent
involvement
Winners of the Sailing Club 2014-15
Competition, hosted by RBC

2015 Inter-Primary Sports Champions

Students collected funds for the ‘Save Hannah’
project, a partnership with the community and
a demonstration of empathy

Prospect Netball team, ‘Unbeatable WINNERS’
of the 2015 Netball Competition!!

Contributors to the ‘Write to Give’ project for
the building of schools in Kenya and Ghana

B O D D E N T O W N P r i m a ry S c h o o l

Caterpillar Invasion at Bodden
Town Primary
Literacy month at Bodden Town
Primary School saw a lot of exciting
events including the awesome
culminating activity which had
caterpillars crawling all around the
school.
Students were all excited to participate
in the literacy activities organized by
Ms. Tingle and other members of the
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

literacy team. One such event was the
Caterpillar Reading Competition where
students vied for awesome prizes to be
awarded to two classes, one from the
Infant and the other from the Junior
department for having the longest
caterpillar.
All over the school, caterpillars could
be seen crawling across windows, walls
and down the hallways. No! These
caterpillars did not thrive on delicious
green leaves but rather they grew
segment by segment with each
summary written by students after
reading books at their levels.
Year 4 Simpson remembered the
journey as an enjoyable and competitive

one: We remember seeing all the
caterpillars going up around the school
and urging our teacher to start putting
up our segments too. Since our
segments were being stored until our
teacher was able to line the hallway
with them, it came as a sudden burst of
life when our caterpillar erupted from
its egg and splattered the walls outside
our classroom. We were overwhelmed;

Caterpillar displayed in the BTPS hallway
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B O D D E N T O W N P r i m a ry S c h o o l
finally, we were on show. We were in
the competition at last! Our long,
winding, colourful caterpillar gave
personality to the administration
hallway.
Nevertheless, we were soon brought
back to the reality that we were just
getting started and our co-grade across
the hall kept us reminded of this. Back
to back, neck to neck, they were our
closest rivals. Their caterpillar, which
was growing on the wall long before
ours, reminded us, “hey! We love
reading too!”

Both classes showed much enthusiasm
and could be seen in the hallway every
lunch and break time counting
caterpillar segments and expressing our
competitive views on who would win.
Truth is, they were always in the lead
but we were never discouraged. Instead
we worked harder using every
opportunity we got to read a book and
write our summaries. Regardless, we
were never too busy to keep an eye out
for the other classes. We weren’t going
to have them surprise us. No way! So
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

we would often wonder around to take
a peek at their caterpillars.

their victory. I am sure it was just as fun
and exciting for them as it was for us.

That time was drawing near and truth
is, we were having so much fun that by
now we had forgotten about the
awesome prizes we had heard about!
The day was here, the day when the last
segments had to be added. We left
school unsure of our caterpillar’s
destiny as we were sure all teachers had
more segments to extend their
caterpillars, as we did.

What is the true sentiment behind our
story? Well, we learnt that, with team
work and determination victory is at
our fingertips. Having fun made our
journey worthwhile, it molded
memories we will cherish forever.

The morning of the final count, we all
came into the hallway excited but yet
oh so nervous. We counted and
counted; Year 4 Samaroo, 106
caterpillar segments. Sigh, that’s a lot,
we thought to ourselves! Year 4
Simpson 103, 104, 105 … 121
caterpillar segments! Yes! We did it!
That morning you could hear our joyful
echoes in the hallway as we rushed back
and forth from the classroom to share
our new discovery. Our teacher
reminded us that we had to wait for
Miss Tingle’s final count. So we did,
but it came as no surprise when we
were informed that we had won the
competition. Nevertheless, we shouted
for joy. Our hard work paid off.

By: Jodey-Ann Simpson

Year 4 Students with the caterpillar in the
hallway at BTPS

Year 4 and 6 students playing the recorders

We are a proud class! Our awesome
prizes are still on the way and we are
waiting patiently for them to arrive but
until then we are just basking in the joy
of being the Caterpillar Champions and
we are still feeding off the ton of fun we
had working together as a class.
As for the Infants, we would like to say
congratulations to year 2 White for

Year 4 and 6 students playing the recorders

Page 16

WHAT’S HAPPENING in Schools

R E D B AY P R I M A RY S C H O O L

PARTNERS IN PRINT

“Asking Questions”, conducted by
Mrs. Carol-Anne Rouse focused on
how to use thick and thin questions,
before, during and after their child
reads a book to assist parents in helping
their children understand what a story
is about and talk about their insights.
Mrs. Rouse read the book
Christopher’s Bedtime Story by Megan
Haave.

N.C.F.A 2015 allowed these talented
students to showcase their gifts in the
areas of Music, Speech, Dance,
Creative Writing and Art. Red Bay was
certainly "golden" as several of their
award-winning performances thrilled
audiences during the month long event.
RBPS encourages students to embrace
their God-given talents and to fervently
desire to improve their skills through
after school and early morning
rehearsals.

Partners in Print provide a supportive
environment where parents can discover
key skills to help their children learn to
read and to make reading meaningful.
Mentors conduct evening workshops
with parents and their Year One and
Year Two.
For the past two years Partners in Print
has been conducted at Red Bay Primary
School. This year, under the leadership
of Miss Sarah Douglas, the workshop
was held for one night from 6:00 pm. –
8:00 pm. the theme being “Drawing
Meaning from Texts”.
The workshop was coordinated by Miss
Joan Powell. She worked with classroom
teachers to identify the students for the
workshop. She then contacted parents to
ensure that both parent and child attend
the workshop. At the workshop
provided more detailed information
about each station.
The stations were “Guess the Ending”
facilitated by Miss Miranda Thomas.
Using the book Fly Guy by Ted Arnold,
Miss Thomas demonstrated to parents
how to help their children make
predictions as they read and how to
revise these predictions.
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

The Arts are alive at RBPS!

Miss Sarah Douglas led the station
“Making Connections”. She read the
book Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee to
demonstrate to parents how to assist
their children to understand the
importance of making “text to text”:
“text to self” and “text to world”
connections to assist in their
comprehension of texts.
Feedback given by parents stated that
the workshop was informative and
productive; giving them new insights on
how to read more effectively with their
children at home.

By C. Rouse Y5 teacher

Year 6 students Joel Taylor Jr. and
Nathaniel Williams earned the praise of
judges during the "Battle of the Bands"
competition.
These young
percussionists gave us intricate rhythms
that parallel the level of seasoned
drummers well beyond their years. The
energy they created during pieces such
as: "The Voice", "Walls of Jericho",
"Mama Africa", "Marley Medley",
"Nine Night" and "Millennium Beat"
were certainly worthy of their Gold
awards.
Sahara O'Connor and Sherika
McPherson ear ned Gold with
distinction awards for their speech solos
"The Invitation" and "For You". They
also delivered a touching;
contemporary dance piece entitled "I
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RED BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Will Lift Up Mine Eyes”. As they
moved gracefully across the stage they
managed to capture the very essence of
self-expression. These girls dance
beautifully in tandem and possess
something incredible that pulls the
audience into each performance.
Red Bay's Infant and Junior Choirs did

not disappoint as their stellar vocal
renditions of "My God is Awesome",
"Liza" and "God Knows Who I Am"
earned accolades from the judges who
were extremely impressed by their
ability to "give their all during
performances". The choirs also had an
opportunity to present these Gold
items during a special concert for the
visiting Mrs. Stephanie Williams. Mrs.
Williams was one of the original
organisers/creators of the N.C.F.A.

salute every teacher, parent and wellwisher who worked with, encouraged
and supported these young performers.
We are extremely proud of all our
students! Let us embrace the Arts and
our culture as we strive to bring out the
best in every child!
By Patricia Bent

As we highlight Red Bay Primary's
NCFA achievements we also offer
congratulations to the students from all
the schools across our wonderful islands
who participated in the Festival. We

CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

experience, skills and opportunities for
young people in the work place.

CAS Summary Report of the 20142015 Careers Fair

Over 25 employers participated at the
Career Fair, representing a range of
business including Accounting, Banking,
Childcare, Government Services, Finance,
Healthcare, Hospitality and Tourism, Law,
Recruitment and Retail.

positive impression to a potential employer
and employers sharing their expectations,
so they can identify and select suitable
candidates. A number of students were
selected on the spot, but the majority of
students are subsequently matched for
interviews, by the Careers Advisory
Service, to businesses that represent their
interest and aspirations.

The event is always interactive; students
introducing themselves and making a

A particular feature of the event was the
time the Minister of Education,

The Careers Advisory Service facilitated
another successful Careers Fair in
September 2014 to secure internship
positions for over 200 Year 12 students
attending CIFEC during the 2014/2015
school year.
The aim of the Career Fair and the
Internship Programme is to work with
employers to build capacity, provide
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE cont’d

Employment and Gender Affairs, Hon. Tara
Rivers, and other invited guests spent
interacting with the students and the
employers. Feedback was constructive
particularly when discussing future
aspirations and the potential benefits of the
Internship Programme.
High Schoolers preview CIFEC

Year 11 students from John Gray High
School got an inside look at the Cayman
Islands Further Education Centre (CIFEC)
on Thursday, 16 April 2015.
At the centre’s annual open
house, the young people were able to walk
through a colourful and interactive display
space designed and produced by current
students, who were also present to answer
any questions. A brief film highlighting
CIFECs community involvement activities
over the past year was also shown on a loop
at the open house.
Meanwhile staff at the centre used
the opportunity to conduct a snap poll of
the visiting young people, to determine in
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advance what subjects they might be
interested in pursuing if they enrolled at
CIFEC in the coming academic year.

per hour, went head to head for the “Great
Race For Grace” to raise funds local
charities.

Each fall CIFEC offers postsecondary students who have completed
external examinations an opportunity to
improve their performance and/ or
undertake intensive vocational training

A crowd of spectators cheered them on at
every hair-pin turn.

before they enter the job market. Available
subjects include: maths, applied science,
English, art and design, media arts,
hospitality, business and others before
entering the job market.

that are more at home on the race track
than on the links.

Students from CIFEC gave up several
Saturdays to engineer two hot rod golf carts

“They go 60 mph, so it’s pretty fast,” said
CIFEC student Jessica Bodden.

The centre is presently home to some 200
students all of whom are required to
complete a nine-month long work
placement programme in addition to their
studies.
Golf cart race raises $63k for charity
Drivers pushed their machines to the limit
Sunday (24 May), and it was all for a good
cause. A fleet of souped-up golf carts, some
of which can hit speeds of up to 60 miles

“It’s really a good feeling to know that I
helped someone else in the way that I did,”
said CIFEC student Nikita Parsons.
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CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE cont’d
“It was actually really fun, it was a good
experience,” said Melissa Narcisse, also a
CIFEC student.
The event raised around $63,000 for the
Frances Bodden girls home and Feed Our
Future.
Trashion Show
CIFEC students Aaliyah McLaughlin and
Shanna Batten produced one of this year’s
most exciting fashion projects to come out
of the Cayman Islands High School all year
they called it their ‘Trashion Show’. They
created dresses out of recycled materials.
A a l i y a h
McLaughlin made
an evening gown
that featured a
fitted V-neck
bodice and straight
column skirt from
“Danger Do Not
Enter” red plastic
tape, donated by
the University of
the
Cayman
Islands.
Ms.
Batten
designed
a
Cinderellainspired dress
with a fitted
corset top made
from a plastic
shopping bag from
Fos ter ’s
IGA
printed
with
“ 1 0 0 %
Degradable, We
Have Gone Green.” The gown’s skirt was
made from newspaper donated from
Pinnacle Media Ltd, while the violet and
primrose roses appliquéd at the waist and
on one shoulder were made from recycled
magazines.

The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

Fellow student
Kimberly
McPherson
m o d e l e d
another dress,
designed by Ms.
McLaughlin and
Ms. Batten and
made by Ms.
McDougall, that
featured a fitted
bodice and full
skirt, with tiny frill details, made from A.
L. Thompson bright scarlet plastic.
Sarah McDougall their teacher said “We
agreed that sourcing recycled and repurposed material would be a fun challenge
for a fashion collection. The students have
learned plenty of new skills and looked at
the history of fashion as well as the
importance of learning how to do it
yourself.” Just not being afraid of repairing
garments is a great skill that lots of our
young people haven’t explored before.
Even at its most basic level sewing and
taking care of your own clothing is
empowering and a valuable life skill”
Cindy Rosan-Jones, organizer of Cayman
Islands Fashion Week, donated tickets to
the girls to attend “Fashion Rocks” fashion
show at the Cayman Islands Fashion Week.
The girls loved every se ond and said they
felt like rock stars having being the full red
carpet treatment upon their arrival.

boning constructed from paper to floral
embellishments made out of old magazines,
everything about the dresses showcased the
designers’ thoughtfulness and hard work.”

Red Sail Sports Appreciation Cruise
Red Sail Sports hosted a sunset cruise on
22nd April to celebrate the success of their
CIFEC interns this year. The Sunset Sail left
from Camana Bay with students, parents
and Red Sail staff. Ms. Lyneth Monteith
(Acting CEO), Mrs. Delores Thompson
(CIFEC Director), Mr. Pedro Lazzari
(Deputy Director CIFEC) and Mrs. Maggie
Jackson (Manager of the Careers Advisory
Service) attended the event.

Isy Obi, one of the designers to be featured
at “Fashion Rocks,” attended the “Trashion
Show”.
“Fashion made from recycled material is a
topical subject globally at the moment, with
a strong focus on the issues surrounding
sustainability in the fashion industry,” she
said. “I am beyond impressed with the
students’ creativity and attention to detail in
the design of these dresses using such
unexpected materials. From the faux-

Mr. Rod McDowell from Red Sail Sports
praised the work of the students and the
Careers Service and thanked Red Sail staff
and all involved with the programme. Over
the past three years Red Sail Sports have
hired nine of their CIFEC interns and seven
are still employed by the company. Red Sail
Sports look forward to many more

Page 20

WHAT’S HAPPENING in Schools

CAYMAN ISLANDS FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE cont’d
successful years of partnership with CIFEC.

CIFEC Students Dive into Deep Bleu
Project
A handful of students from the Cayman
Islands Further Education Centre (CIFEC)
are looking topromote local conservation
efforts.

NFL Players Visit to CIFEC
On Friday 6th February we were visited by
NFL players led by Coach Keith Davis the
players Dom Miller, Clarence Lee and Isaac
Tauaefa.
Their message was clear : You don't have to
be great to get started, you have to get
started to be GREAT!
With most of the guys standing at about
6'3" tall they commanded the Year 12's
attention from the moment they started and
kept them enthralled with their message of
perseverance and the importance of
learning from mistakes. They literally
started by giving an uplifting message when
two Year 12's were lifted by the mighty
Dom Miller.
The presentation took the CIFEC audience
on an emotional roller coaster of
excitement, energy, laughter, tears and left
them standing on their feet applauding, as
they reflected on their own lives. Students
came away saying the presentation made
them realise they need to be more
responsible, accountable and many said they
felt more determined than ever for
academic success!

Mikol Bodden, Alexei Bush, Tariah LemayNottage, Melissa Narcisse, and Alyssa
Thomas are filming a documentary titled
‘Deep Bleu’. The youngsters are working
with DiveTech Cayman to dive on various
local sites and film their experiences.
In addition to making observations
regarding conservation efforts, the students’
documentary will focus on the state of
Cayman’s grouper population; current
conditions of local reefs; water pollution;
and the effect of captivity upon dolphins.
The initiative is part of an extended project
class at CIFEC.
Both the Ministry of the Environment and
the Department of the Environment (DoE)
are providing a total of $800 sponsorship to
the group. The students will use the funds
to finance their dive trips and the related
costs of diving certification, equipment and
camera gear.
Ms Lemay-Nottage, 16, is a year 12 student
focusing on creative media. She said the
project will educate her peers about
Cayman’s marine life.
‘This project is about what the Cayman
Islands revolves around – our water’, she
said. ‘We’re surrounded by it, and tourists
come to look at it – that’s really what
attracts them to the Cayman experience’.

the project falls under his ministry’s
mandate to encourage greater appreciation
of Cayman’s waters.
‘The sea has always been an important part
of the lives of Caymanians; we have grown
up with a deep appreciation for the
opportunities it presents and the life within
it. I believe that today, our young people
have an even deeper appreciation for the
value of our marine environment’, Minister
Panton said. ‘It is a part of who we are, and
by supporting projects like this
documentary, we all broaden and enhance
our understanding of the need for
preservation and protection, and of what
we can do as members of society to help’.
He added that Cayman seeks to share the
environment in a safe and sustainable way
with others.
‘Importantly, the environment is a key
selling point for Cayman as a tourist
destination, and it’s also a draw to persons
who relocate here to work and live’, he
said.
DoE Director Gina Ebanks-Petrie said the
students will gain skills that they can apply
in future employment.
‘These students have a chance to increase
their knowledge of one of Cayman’s vitally
important ecosystems’, Mrs Ebanks-Petrie
said. ‘We are hopeful that the approach
they are taking will also help them to
acquire skills that will assist them in
obtaining employment when the time
comes for them to enter the job market’.

So far, the students have filmed interviews
with renowned marine life artist and
conservationist Guy Harvey and DoE staff.
The group, which is filming outside of
school hours, expect to be finished in May.
Environment Minister Wayne Panton said
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Success with JGHS!
KEY CLUB IN ACTION

Key Clubbers visited Mrs. Elizabeth
Hurlston to celebrate her 100 birthday.
They learnt about her dedication to
community service over the years both
in Cayman & Haiti. The club donated
$100 towards the funds being collected
to build a house in Haiti for a family
who suffered during the earthquake.
The house will be named after her.

Key Clubbers visited an elderly lady
with a basket of grocery and
entertained her with musical items.

Key Club Projects include:
*Volunteering at Careers Day
Key Clubbers worked with kids at the
Health fair for Special Olympics.
Secretary, Greyshell Bent waits in line
with children to be checked.

*Volunteering at Special Olympics
Health Fair
*Tiny Tots during Reading Week
*Project Eliminate MNT
*Teens week Read-a-thon

Key Clubbers helping to engage
children at the Fair on the grounds
during child month in May.

*School beautification
*Beach clean up
*Volunteers at Santa’s Landing
*Easter egg hunt
*Volunteering at Kiwanis Book Mobile

THE BRUSH IS MIGHTER

Other activities include:
*Funding raising projectsBake sale, Caribbean breakfast,
Valentine’s cards,
*Key Leader Weekend
*K -family Fun Day
*Installation& Charter Dinner
*Attendance at District Convention
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Key Clubbers helped to collect garbage
along Boatswain Beach

John Gray High School art students sold
original prints of their GCSE artwork to
raise money to attend a summer
program at a prestigious art school in
Atlanta, Georgia. The proceeds of
which will help pay for airfares, as well
as the summer program and tuition at
the Savannah College of Art and
Design, known as SCAD.
The program lasts a week and students
take part in creative pre-college
seminars which will enhance their art
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training, prepare them for Year 12 or A
levels and give them the opportunity of
mixing with other art-minded students
internationally.

had read.
John Gray won the High School
category of the competition.

Team tactics
The Battle of the Books
John Gray High School’s Jeopardizing
Jaguars teams are this year’s champions
in the Lera Parchment Battle of the
Books. The children were given 20
books to read over the last five months.
During the competition, judges quizzed
them on their knowledge of what they

Maths Challenge at UCCI.
The winning trio in the team
competition included Cayman Prep and
High School, Kris Aleria, of John Gray
High School and Clifton Hunter High
School; each participant received
Camana Bay gift cards valued at $50.

John Gray Basketball team on a trip to
Jamaica.

Clifton hunter HIGH School
school, the Clifton Hunter High School
had its first Food Hamper drive. As a
result twenty-two hampers were
collated and distributed.

Inside CHHS!
HAMPER DRIVE – December
2014
Last Christmas as a gesture of good will
and in an effort to bring joy to some of
the less fortunate families not only
around our community but within the
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

This year with the assistance of
the Prefect body we would like to once
again pursue this venture. To this end
each family within the school is being
asked to donate at least one nonperishable food item. Food hampers
will be collated and delivered at
Christmas time to those families
identified as being most in need.
Students are being encouraged to
donate these items throughout the
month of November.

Being our brother’s keeper and caring
for those less fortunate than ourselves
are values that we hope to instill in our
students at Clifton Hunter and we look
forward to your assistance in this
venture.

Clifton Hunter High School students
participant in the Hamper Drive
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The Optimist National Oratorical
Competition at the Harquail
Theatre
On Saturday March 21, 2015 two of
Clifton Hunter High School’s finest
participated in the Optimist National
Oratorical Competition at the Harquail
Theatre. Aryana Grant - year 10 and
Lacee Barnes -year 11 delivered on the
topic, How My Optimism Will Help
Me to ‘Press on to Greater
Achievements of the Future’. There
were eleven competitors representing a
wide cross section of the private and
public secondary schools – including
CIFEC.
After a long deliberation, Lacee was
awarded second place, just beaten on
the wire by C. Hylton of John Gray
High with D. Swann of St. Ignatius
being given third place.

Business Trips
Year 10 visited the Caybrew factory to
understand the manufacturing process
and is visiting The Ritz Carlton on
Tuesday to see the work of the different
functional areas and how these link
together. They also had a visit from a
representative from Deloitte to explain
how cash flow forecasts work and their
importance.

Year 11 students went on a customer
services trip to Dolphin Cove and
Rackams where they assessed the
customer service they received based
on what they learnt. They also had a
visit from Cayman Islands Tourism
Association to explain how they take
customer service seriously and the
schemes that businesses can sign up to
in order to get assistance with customer
service.
We strive to take the learning from the
classroom into the business community
or bring business experts into the
classroom to contribute relevance to
the theory covered.
Literacy WeekThe week activities incorporated the
theme and staff and students had a great
time competing in the different
activities.

These were our activities as follows:
Door

competition, - each tutor
group design a
door around the
theme.
W r i t i n g
competition; In
three paragraphs
(200 words)

Winning Door: 7L1
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students are to write a persuasive essay
on the following topic: ”It is important
for teens to read.”
Academy Collage- a blank poster
will be on display, where staff and
students are invited Education Pulseto
express their thoughts, words; pictures
to build a collage that depict the theme
Reading- An International Passport.
KS3 - individual competition. Task
- using any means necessary research
how many different languages (and
attempt to read) the phrase “Reading is
to the mind what exercise is to the
body"
Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) Teachers and students set aside time to
read during the day. During tutorial Students can pair up with a partner and
share/read a book to each other. Lunch
time- whole school drop everything and
spend 15mins reading. P2- will be set
aside for reading as a class. (Be captured
in photo reading)
A big THANK YOU to Foster’s Food
Fair for their generous donations of our
book bins for KS3 tutor groups. This
year Teen Read Week was a great
success because it was a whole school
effort .
CHHS BACKYARD GARDEN
The Backyard Garden Project is a
collaborative effort between the Clifton
Hunter High School (CHHS) and the
Cayman Islands Department of
Agricultural in an attempt to achieve
our desired goal of giving students an
opportunity to access and utilize nature.
The main objective of this project is to
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make students
work together as
a team directly or
indirectly. The
process involves
cultivating
various crops. In
so doing students
gain knowledge
through observation, while being
innovative and using new agricultural
techniques, which will enable them to
maintain intellectual balance and
influence them to be good citizens .
Mock Interviews

The mock interview events have strived
to teach the students how to complete
resumes and cover letters in order to
apply for jobs, how to dress to impress
and also valuable interview techniques.
Year 11 students had individual
interviews, Year 10 had group
interviews. All students who took part
were given written and oral feedback to
allow them to improve their
performance further in the future.
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Year 11N Science Group
Christmas Charity
Leading into the Christmas holidays, a
science class from Clifton Hunter High
School takes to a local beach to share in
the spirit of giving. What they gave was
what any one of us can spare; time and
effort. On the receiving end was the
community of East End, which has
received the gift of a cleaner, safer
shoreline.
Armed with bags and gloves donated by
the Department of Environmental
Health, the twelve students descended
upon the remote shoreline off of
Spotter’s Way, where they collected 28
bags of garbage and recyclables that had
floated in from around the world.
Among the more interesting finds were
inflatable pontoon and refrigerator
doors.
Linda Locke of the Reef Resort joined
the crew on the beach and provided dry
-fit T-shirts for the group. The Reef
Resort continued in its generous
support of the venture, providing a free
meal and drinks for the students
afterwards. More community support
came from White Sand Water Sports
which donated a ride on their newest
attraction – the Jetovator. One student
collected six large bags of rubbish and
will be enjoying an airborne outing on
this latest water adventure invention.

Chemical Bonding
Year 10
students
w e r e
please to
display
t h e i r
molecular
models designed for the Bonding
section of their CXC syllabus. Models
included sodium chloride, silicon
dioxide, graphite and diamond.
Students displayed their models to their
classmates and explained how the type
of bonding affected the molecular
shape.
Science Fair
Clifton Hunter High School's young
scientists and engineers excelled this
year, winning one of the top prizes in
the Cayman Islands Science Fair. A
record number of CHHS students
entered into the prestigious
competition, including four entrants
from year 7. A group of year 9
students placed 2nd in the Biological
sciences category with a brilliantly
designed experiment to determine
which types of animal manure helped
plants grow the fastest.
"Applying what we've learned in
science lessons to actually help people
in the Cayman Islands grow healthier
plants is really exciting" – Alexandra
Bush, year 9.
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Because we are small in number, most
endeavors require all hands on deck. In
and out of school we are a unit working
towards the progress of our students.
We shine individually and collectively
under the exemplary leadership of our
Principal Ms. Alison Wallace.
School Life!

Here at East End we enjoy being in a
way separate from the hustle and bustle
of town. However within the walls of
our school there is hardly if ever a dull
moment. Using our motto “Only the
Best is Good enough” as a platform to
work from we endeavor to work with
all our stakeholders for the continued
progress of our students. East End
Primary school is a place to grow in one
of the few close knit communities left
on our island; everybody plays their
part.
The staff at EEPS are a wonderful lot
that truly understand the definition of a
Team. We work diligently together to
ensure the successes of our students.

The photos we have selected are but a
few of the captured moments of the
lives of the students of EEPS. Our
main goal is to develop well rounded
students who continuously make
progress; as our Principal likes to
remind the students “the most
important thing you do at school takes
place in the classroom.’ There is hardly
any space at our school that does not act
as a classroom be it physically or
figuratively. Our students are given the
option of breakfast as they arrive to
school.
We begin our days with
Everybody writes and as the name
suggests…everybody writes in the
morning. This has been a collective
effort to improve our writing ability as
a school and has become a normal part
of our daily routine for going on 3
years.
This year we participated in the NCFA
in nearly all aspects. We participated in
the Literary competitions and proudly
presented Speech, Music, Instrumental
Music, Dance and of course paid
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homage to our growing Art Programthis year we were able to send in 37
pieces for the Art Exhibition. A well
rounded child is not just “book smart”
but life smart; any opportunity to
develop such skills must be taken
advantage of. The students of EEPS
look forward to and shine in the NCFA.
This is the second year of our Master
and Miss East End competition which
showcases the talent and awareness of
our students. The winners hold their
title for a year and are given special
responsibilities at the School. The title
is hotly contended for and quickly
becoming the go-to event of the
summer term.
During the school year we play host to
many varying events and there is always
a reason to celebrate something, at
Christmas we have our concerts and
play, Valentine’s Day we crown our
King and Queen. We participated in
the Junior Batabano and placed 2nd
overall this year.
Ultimately, EEPS is a family. We work
diligently together for the common
good and are always ready to celebrate
our successes. Don’t take our word for
it, come and see!
PTAEEPS has a very
active and very
supportive PTA.
Again this is
reflective of the
“community”
feel our school
enjoys.
The
PTA, organizes
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worship hosted by every class to fitness
assemblies. We do things as a school,
assembly is one of our favourite formats
to relay information and to bond and as
we like to sing- We are one in the
spirit, one in the Lord.
opportunities for our students to be
active in the community, sponsors
events, assists at events and truly is a
presence felt at EEPS. Special mention
of our successful afterschool program
has to be made- our PTA uses
Teachers, volunteers and experts to
teach in the afterschool, classes offered
include Art, Yoga, Karate, Grass Roots,
swimming to name a few. Our current
President works with the belief that if a
task must be undertaken it must be
done to the highest standard possible;
only the best is good enough!. EEPS
enjoys and thrives with the support of
their PTA and long may it continue .
Assemblies-

Mondays are our whole school
Assemblies, we have been blessed with
numerous visits from Pastors, Youth
workers and various organizations
including the ever popular visit from
Cayman Christian Outreach, the
skateboards and modern Christian
music is a welcomed treat. Our
assemblies vary in context- from
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

SportsAs a small school we still excel on a

celebrated in style. As a data driven
school one way we monitor student
progress is by using Data Walls that are
accessible to Teacher and student! A
sense of personal responsibility and a
love for learning is being built as the
students eagerly anticipate “moving up”
to the next sublevel/ level. They are
awarded certificates, trophies, prizes,
punch cards to spend at our Merit Store
and Parties!. I will add to F. Douglasthat where struggle has yielded progress
we at EEPS will definitely celebrate!
Literacy Nights-

National level at Sports. We are the
current small School’s Champion and
are proud to be the school with the
fastest little girl on island- Division 1
Champion -Jehnique Russell. We are
also the Champions of the North/
Eastern Schools! Go EE! J We
participate in Football, Netball, and
Cricket and always even with our
numbers manage to do very well. Our
children are gifted and love the
outdoors, Sport is just another way they
are able to demonstrate their
capabilities.
Award CeremoniesFrederick Douglas once said that “If
there is no struggle, there is no
progress.” As was mentioned before,
At EEPS we strive for progress, this
progress is accomplished by much effort
from our students, Teachers and
relevant stakeholders. All progress is
rewarded however Academic Success is

Every year, for a series of weeks or
months EEPS hosts Literacy Nights.
They are meant to give parents the
skills to work with their children at
home.
It helps to build Parent
confidence in this task and also provides
an opportunity for parents and children
to bond while their children are
becoming more literate. We have
enjoyed the sponsorship of local

companies and the support of our
amazing and talented Literacy coach
(and past EEPS class Teacher!) Ms.
Jessica Jackson. Parents and students
are rewarded for their attendance!
ReceptionThe reception program at EEPS is a
strong well established one. Taught by
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the very able Mrs. Elvie Clarke it is the
foundation of our students learning
journey and arguably the key that helps
to ensure future academic and social

success. Our Reception acts as a very
good example how academic continuity
and integration with forethought works
to prepare students for Primary School
life; by the time they leave Reception
they a r e ver y well pr epa r ed
academically, socially and mentally for
the challenges of year 1! Students are
stimulated daily in a classroom that has
been strategically organized to provide
the best learning experience, Mrs.
Clarke’s classroom is an amazing well
utilized space. Learning however is not
confined to the classroom for example
Reception visited the Turtle Farm and

came back with lots of new
information.
These students are
growing and thriving at the EEPS
Reception.

W e s t E N D P R I M A RY S C H O O L
House Wars Competitions
West End Primary School Students
show team spirit weekly in their Friday
House Wars competitions. Students
represent the Chargers or the Hornets
in quizzes, races, relays and other
challenges to gain skills in
sportsmanship and team spirit.
Success with WEPS!
Year 6 Students gave their best in the
Lion’s Annual Claudette Upton Speech
Competition, walking away with
second and third place for their efforts.

The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

Working to Rinse, Reuse, Reduce,
Remove and Recycle
West End Primary School Students
partnering with the Sustainable Sister
Islands Organization to make our piece
of Cayman Brac a better place.
Working to Rinse, Reuse, Reduce,
Remove and Recycle. Students in Key
Stage 2 are building a short fence
utilizing old pallets from local retailers
and assistance from Rodney Martin our
Maintenance Technician.
Building on our achievements at the
2015 Cayman Brac Agriculture show,
plans are in place to utilize more pallets
in creating more grow boxes along with
old tires from our local gas station to
add plants to the environment.
“Developing skills to care for plants is
part of sustaining our islands for the
future,” says Acting Principal April
Tibbetts.
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West End Students poses as apart of their recycling project

Teachers in Red Carpet Style
Parents and students celebrate West
End Primary School Teachers in Red
Carpet Style with the height of the
week hosting various cartoon characters
from our favourite movies and shows.

Ms. Frizzle and her Class from
the Magic School Bus

Fred and Wilma
Rubble

Prince Eric

Daphney, Fred and Scooby
Doo

Elsa and Anna

Charlie, Lola and Charlie

Sassy Smurf

Doc. McStuffins
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Lilo & Stich, Cinderella and Ariel

Yosemite Sam and Pipi
Longstocking
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT

CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESSES
& ACHIEVEMENTS: 2014-2015

The theme for the SJACPS Christmas
concert was Ebenezer Junior. It
featured, poems, songs and
dramatizations all focused on goodwill,
love, cheer, caring and giving associated
with the spirit of Christmas.

The Sir John A. Cumber Primary
School participated in the 2015
National Children’s Festival of the Arts
(NCFA). The judges commented that
they were very impressed with both
choirs, especially with the discipline
they showed and their overall stage
presence. The students recently had
the opportunity of presenting a special
concert of the NCFA items for a
general school community. Pictured are
some students who performed at that
concert.

ca ring, lifelong lear ner s who
demonstrate respect for themselves and
others and have the capacity to
participate in the world around them.
In keeping with these objectives, the
students were encouraged to come up
with a plan of action in order to help
endangered species.
Upon reading a recent newsletter from
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
entitled “Help DOUBLE tiger numbers
by 2022,” the students decided to raise
money for the WWF’s camera project.
This project aims to install more
motion or infrared cameras in the
forests where tigers roam in order to
monitor the number of tigers and deal
with any threats they may face. The
cameras have helped to catch poachers.

By: Year 4 Hunter students
Our Unit of Inquiry on
Endangered Species
The students in Year 4 Hunter enjoyed
their PYP unit of inquiry on endangered
species. The lines of inquiry included
the various causes of endangerment,
how human actions have impacted
pla nts a nd a n ima ls , a nd our
responsibility to protect life and natural
resources.

The students donated their gently used
books, toys and clothes and recently
held a garage sale at the school. They
were able to raise $60 but they were
not satisfied with this amount and
decided to double their efforts and hold
another garage sale. The next garage

The Primary Years Programme (PYP)
prepares students to become active,
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015
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sale will be held bright and early on a
Saturday morning so that they can
hopefully attract more customers.
The students gave a detailed power
point presentation on the plight of the
gravely endangered tigers in their
whole school assembly and encouraged
all of their fellow students to spread the
word about the next garage sale. All
proceeds from the garage sales will be
sent to the WWF for the tiger camera
project and the students are hoping to
send a generous donation for this
important cause!

COMMONWEALTH & CAREERS
DAY

activities included a parade of flags as
pictured.

BUDDY/PAIRED READING
PROGRAMME
Volunteers from the community give of
their time to assist in our Buddy/Paired
Reading programme of our school. The
volunteers are from Learning is for
Everyone (LIFE), The Ritz-Carlton
Grand Cayman and Cayman Islands
Trust Company (CITCO).
The
principal, staff, students and parent
body express appreciation to the
volunteers for the positive impact that
they are making on the educational
development of the students.

LEARNING ABOUT MANGROVES
The year 5 students of the SJACPS
were privileged to have Ms. Cathy
Child from the National Trust conduct
a workshop on the importance of
mangroves to the ecosystem. This is as
a part of their Primary Programme
(PYP) unit on Ecosystems. This was an
interactive and educational unit. It
culminated with a boat trip through the
North Sound Mangroves. A special
thanks goes to Ms. Cathy and her team
at the National Trust for this rewarding
experience.

Pictured: Ms. Cathy and year 5 students
involved in the workshop.

The theme for Commonwealth Day
2015 was ‘A Young Commonwealth’.
Our school used that theme to envision
the career paths of this generation by
challenging the students to dress in
accordance to their future career
choices. As expected the choices were
wide and varied and included careers in
the field of education, medicine, sports,
business, banking, environment,
tourism, accounts, aviation, security,
law politics, law enforcement, arts,
entertainment, construction, fire and
rescue and hospitality. The morning’s
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015
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Year 6 Primary Years Programme
Exhibition 2015
SJACPS Students Showcased Their
Learning
The Sir John A Cumber Primary School
Year 6 students recently completed
their International Baccalaureate (IB)
Primary Years Programme (PYP)
Exhibition with this year’s focus being
Human activities impact the marine
ecosystem.
The exhibition is the culminating event
for all students at an IB World School
prior to their graduating from the PYP.
It showcases the accumulated
knowledge, skills, and understandings
of each student and affords an authentic
opportunity to demonstrate these,
along with the requisite attitudes, as
part of an independent unit of inquiry.
Throughout the last four months, the
students have been involved in the
process of rigorous planning, gathering
and organizing of discrete information
from a wide array of sources. This
research is then used by the students to
create and share their findings with a
wider audience through a variety of
formats including writing, speaking,
performance and/or visual art, and
ICT.
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The end result was a powerful
celebration of student diversity and
collective responsibility for learning
with success defined both by what was
achieved and by how this learning
experience will guide their future
actions, attitudes and values as
internationally-minded citizens and
students of the Cayman Islands.
We would like to take this opportunity
to extend our sincere thanks and
appreciation for the collaborative
efforts of all those who have supported
the students in their PYP journeys.
Without the amazing commitment and
dedication shown by so many both
within and beyond our school
community, the collective
accomplishments of this graduating
class of 2014-15 would surely have
paled in comparison.

SJACPS Students interact with the Minister of
Education Hon. Tara Rivers, parents and
other guests about at the 2015 Exhibition

SJACPS BIDS FAREWELL TO
YEAR 3 TEACHER, Ms. SHERENA
EBANKS
Ms. Ebanks has recently resigned from
the teaching service to pursue another
career goal. The principal, staff,
students and school community thank
her for her valuable contributions to the
education of their students and wish her
all the best in her new pursuits.

Finally, we wish to congratulate all of
our Year 6 students on reaching this
milestone and would like to leave them
with two thoughts. First, know that we
are all extremely proud of who you are
and how far you have come in reaching
this point in your academic careers.
Second, reflect on your journey thus
far, the highs and lows, and use both to
motivate you in your future endeavors.
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was held as part of our PTA’s fund
raising.
Embracing Culture!

Success with EMPS!
In Reception we have been busy
building our reading and ten frame
math skills.

Year 5 dressed in Egytpian costumes,
visited other students to share what
they had learned from their Egytian
topic.

Edna Moyle Primary School at "Culture
Shop" featuring West Bay District on
Cardinal Avenue 28th May 2015 Year 2
and 3 students had an enjoyable day
visiting the districts and attending the
Cultural Fair in George Town as a
culmination of their Social Studies'
units on Cayman culture and districts.
Our Ancient Greek Project
By Aaliyah Powell

Also we had a great time designing
shoes like the Elves and the Shoemaker.

Edna M. Moyle revellers took part in
Junior Batabano.

Reception student Aiden Wedderburn
and his Mom
get ready to
participate in
O
u
r
Walkathon
held
on
Saturday,
May 30th.
This event

Juniors receiving NCFA school and
individual awards on behalf of Edna M.
Moyle Primary School.
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Year six has been quite an exciting
journey! The Easter term saw the year
six students of Edna M. Moyle Primary
School taking a trip to the European
continent. We did not literally travel to
Europe, but we had quite an adventure
as we studied the Ancient Greeks and
the Vikings (both Ancient European
civilizations). Halfway through the unit,
our teacher asked us to do a project on
either the Ancient Greeks or the
Vikings. A few students found the
Ancient Greeks rather interesting,
probably because of their rich culture,
and chose to do an in depth research on
them, while others leaned towards the
Vikings.
I was intrigued to do my project on
Ancient Greece. I discovered, through
research and wide reading, that the
Ancient Greeks were extraordinary
warriors. It was customary for young
Greek boys to be trained as warriors,
while girls stayed home and tended to
the home or went to school, depending
on the city state in which they lived. It
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was also interesting to learn that the
Olympic Games, which is an infamous
event, was started by the Ancient
Greeks who held the games as a form of
entertainment. The women wore
magnificent outfits called chitons, and
were famous for their extravagant
display of fine jewelry. The Greeks
were also religious people who
worshipped several Gods whom they
believed lived in the clouds above
Mount Olympus. One of the most
exciting parts of doing the project was
me getting the opportunity to wear a
chiton and dress up as an Ancient
Greek.
Overall, the entire project was a
valuable learning experience for me and
I had fun!
Visit to PPS’s Career Day
Year 6 students showed great interest in
Radiology as they visited Prospect
Primary's Career Day. Thanks for
having us!

Give Programme is to empower
students in their reading and writing
skills, while simultaneously giving back
to students and teachers in developing
nations around the globe. The students
were required to write either the
beginning, middle or end of a fiction
text, in collaboration with students
from various schools across the world.
In a surprising twist of events, year 4
and year 6 students chose to write on
the same theme, teamwork, and by a
stroke of luck, were assigned to the
same book!
Year 4 and 6’s submissions can be seen
below.
Year 4’s Submission
Spikey, who was a little lion fish, was on a
vacation with his family. He was a very
adventurous fish, but also very forgetful.
Spikey was brave and loved to explore
different places in the Ocean. Although he
was very vibrant in colour, he often got lost
because his red and brown stripes
camouflaged him amongst the colourful coral
and reef.
Spikey and his family were having a
wonderful time exploring the Caribbean
Ocean. They had travelled from Madagascar
to visit a special ship wreck that had become
a tourist attraction for fish far and wide.

Edna M. Moyle Students Write for
Charity!
This year, the year 4 and 6 students of
Edna M. Moyle Primary school were
bestowed with the privilege of
participating in the Write to Give
Programme. The goal of the Write to
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

“I can’t wait to visit the ship wreck!”
exclaimed Spikey to his mum. “I’ve never
seen a wreck before.”

Year 6’s Submission
Spikey and Flash were relieved. They stuck
together and set off looking for their parents.
They soon found them, scurrying about in a
flurry.
“Where have you been?” Spikey’s mom asked
with a sigh of relief, “I was so worried about
you.”
Spikey sat his family down and told them all
about his horrific adventure. Flash helped
him to tell the story. Spikey had finally
learnt his lesson. He learnt never to wander
off from his family, and he also learnt the
value of teamwork. After all, had he and
Flash not worked together, they would not
have made it out of the whirlpool, and
would have probably been eaten by the
sharks.
Flash and Spikey said goodbye to each other.
Then Spikey, his mom and dad spent the rest
of the day exploring the magnificent
shipwreck.
He was elated! It was all that he had dreamt
about.
Commonwealth Essay winners.
Year 6 students Shamara Wishart and
Monecia Tatum, from the class of
2013/14, returned to represent EMPS
at the Governor's reception to honour
last year's Commonwealth Essay
winners. They were the only students
to represent Government schools. We
are so proud of their accomplishment!

“Well, when we get there it might be
dangerous, so remember to stay close to me
and your father,” warned mum.
Later that day, Spikey and his family set off
towards the wreck.
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diorama. During this time parents were
able to ask their children about the
project and what they had learned.
Students and their parents then worked
together on an arts and crafts project to
make their own bat by colouring,
cutting and pasting together their very
own Stellaluna.

Mrs. Jillian French with the beaming first
place winner, Allison Flores.

Success with Creek & Spot Bay
Primary School!
Stellaluna
After reading and falling in love with
the book Stellaluna, our Reception class
went on an adventure exploring some
of the magnificent caves on Cayman
Brac. Stellauna provided a great
opportunity for us to make the
connection between the story and caves
here on the Brac. Parents were invited
to join us for this adventure and share in
the special moments of discovery. After
our field trip, students were required to
design a bat cave diorama with their
parents as a cumulative activity.

Everyone went all out with their
diorama so we decided to invite parents
to an Open House, where they would
have the chance to view each child’s
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015

Allison Flores

Allison Flores participated in the Claudette
Upton Public Speaking Contest.

Mrs. Kathy Kirkconnell (Cayman 1st Rep) with
the beaming first place winner, Allison Flores

NCFA Speech Allison Flores ‘Brother’s
Revenge” received Gold

Allison Flores received various medals for her
girls relay races in the Inter Primary Sports Day
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put to work as they interacted with all
the visitors and students. Under the
guidance of Year 6 teachers and
mentors they created exquisite displays
and performances that made Savannah
Primary very proud of them.

Success with SPS!
Savannah Primary School PYP
Exhibition
Breath-taking displays!
Cheering students! Explosive creativity!
2015 featured the best Year 6
exhibition ever! On Thursday 14th
May 2015 Savannah Primary school
Year 6 students showcased their PYP
exhibition. They transformed our
school hall into a multi-topic museum
with their creative displays. Featured
were the issues of Bullying, Drug
Abuse, Child Abuse, Crime and
Violence, Gun Violence, Childhood
Dia b etes, Destr uct ion of the
Mangroves, Coral Reefs, George Town
Landfill, and Littering.
Students’ hard work, knowledge,
commitment and creativity were on
display for all to see. Their social skills
and communication skills were skillfully

Ms. Kiva Powell of the Ministry of Education
interviewing students about their project
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Savannah Primary Art Club
Exhibit Artwork at Intertrust
Savannah Primary School art club
students, their families and teachers
joined Intertrust staff in the company’s
building on Elgin Avenue, for an exhibit
of student art. Guests were delighted
by the vibrant mixed media pieces
which were proudly shown off by
participating students, and their teacher
Ms. Callaghan.
The art club students, from Year 1 and
Year 2, worked collectively on each
piece from week to week from
September 2014 until April 2015,
under the direction of Savannah
Primary teacher and coordinator of the
‘Art Attack’ art club Ms. Callaghan.
Ms. Callaghan shared, “from the
inception of this collaborative project
with Intertrust my students have
dedicated themselves to produce
innovative and creative mixed-media
art pieces. Through the use of collage,
paint, clay, food coloring, glue and
modelling wire students approached
this project in an open-minded,
reflective and inspirational way. I am
extremely proud of each student and
the work they crested. In addition I am
confident that this experience has
contributed to accelerating them on
their journey to becoming lifelong
learners who recognize that there are

SPS Students’ artwork on display

multiple strategies and approaches to
finding solutions to challenges and that
creating art is not restricted to using
crayons, markers, or crayon pencils”.

Intertrust, who first partnered with
Savannah Primary last year for a reading
and numeracy program, became
involved in the art club when their
Green Task Force renamed the
company’s boardrooms to those of local
flora and fauna as part of an internal

Mrs. Lyneth Monteith of the Department of
Education with students and their artwork
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volunteers were happy to assist the
students to realize Ms. Callaghan’s
vision for the work.

initiative to raise the profile of local
endemic species with their staff. Their

Intertrust’s Charlotte Cloete
added, “Intertrust globally supports
charitable initiatives involving children
and education. What better way to
encourage children to learn about the
incredible local flora and fauna than
through art. Our volunteers were
impressed by the children’s efforts and
we are very pleased with the final
pieces.”

The artwork will remain with
Intertrust, on display in the building’s
boardrooms which are named for each
piece; Periwinkle, Hibiscus, Orchid,
Sea Grape, Silver Thatch, Cayman
Parrot and Hawksbill.

G E O R G E T O W N P R I M A RY S C H O O L

Success with GTPS!
Teach with Spirit workshop
Dr. Fletcher, a long time educational
consultant for the Cayman Islands,
presented an integrated message of her
two books, Wisdom from the Inner
Teacher: Turning Aha!’s into OWL
Moments (Optimal Wisdom Learning)
and Teach with Spirit: The Teacher’s
Inward Journey Guide.

with Spirit shifted the lens of their
purpose. Frustrations, limitations and
burn-out transformed as they shifted to
serving rather than working. It guided
them to increase the occasional joyfilled moments of teaching to a flow of
Spirit leading them. The result is each
thought, word and action is delivered
consciously as they lovingly execute
duties and responsibilities.
Wisdom from the Inner Teacher, a
chapter in Teach with Spirit, was
integrated into the presentation,

teaching the six-step process of
accessing wisdom, insights or Aha!s.
The process builds a superhighway of
the brain nerve, the corpus callosum,
connecting the left/right brain. This
can be understood through the lens of:
biology, neuroscience, physiology, or
spirituality. The process of opening,
accessing and sustaining receptivity to
creativity, insight or Spirit (right brain)
provided greater fulfillment for the
their teaching experience. Dr.
Fletcher’s motto is: “Change yourself,

Teach with Spirit guided teachers to
reach deep within to identify and
embrace Spirit as they fulfill their
calling to teach. Research, stories and
activities allowed them to transform
their profession into a calling. Teach
The Education Pulse Vol. 1, June 2015
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change the world!”
Bio: Dr. Fletcher transitions us to
conscious learning, by awakening
potential genius and creating optimal
learning for all through her books,
Teach with Spirit: The Teacher’s
Inward Journey Guide, and Wisdom
from the Inner Teacher; Turning Aha!s
into OWL Moments (Optimal Wisdom
Learning). She integrates her vast
educational experience with her
spiritual passion, bringing a unique
process which results in consistent
OWL moments. She simply, but
profoundly, teaches the six-step
process, through neuroscience, biology,
right-left brain research and philosophy
that lead us to the magic of receiving
wisdom. It is her passion to support our
transform to conscious availability,
intentional expectation and acceptance
of our genius. She delivers and
customizes her OWL, conference break
-outs, trainings and Webinars.
GTPS Involvement with PIN
programme
Eleven students of the Positive
Intervention Now (PIN) programme
were recognized and honored at the
closing ceremony of the programme
held on Thursday June 11th.

The children all from the George Town
Primary School, started the programme
in October 2014 and over the nine
months participated in Social and
Education activities which included
photography, public speaking, reading
the classics, Mathematics, English,
civics, spiritual and moral
development, pottery, baking and
sewing.
At the closing ceremony the students
were presented with certificates for
Attendance, Reading, Good Behavior
and Spiritual and Moral Development
The Outstanding Boy for the 20142015 PIN term was Dwight Brown and
the Outstanding Girl for the 2014-2015
PIN term was Johanna Dixon.
Premier, the Honourable Alden
McLaughlin, who volunteered with the
programme for a number of years
reminded the children of the
importance of learning and using their
skills to become successful persons
regardless of what job or career they
choose in the Cayman community.
The Keynote speaker was member of
the Board of Directors of the Big
Brothers, Big Sisters programme, Ms
Jacqueline Haynes who challenged the
children to make good choices in their

lives, to choose their friends carefully
and to choose whether they would be
good or bad persons.
She also reminded the parents to
support their children and to set good
examples for them.
Longtime supporter of the PIN
programme and Principal of the George
Town Primary School, Ms. Marie
Martin called for more programme like
the PIN programme and told the
children they were lucky to have
participated in such a programme and
they should put what they have learnt
to good use.
Also attending the event and speaking
to the children was Senior Policy
Advisor and Manager in the Ministry of
Education, Employment and Gender
Affairs, Ms Anita Cornish.
The new PIN year starts on Tuesday,
October 6th.
George Town Primary School
Events
Reception staff participated in training
sessions facilitated by the ECCE Unit to
raise awareness of young children with
special education needs and strategies to
use in the classroom to support their
learning and development.

GTPS Students with the Premier, the Honourable Alden McLaughlin and others at the PIN closing ceremony
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Year 6 students receive some timely advice
from Jonathan Webster.

While vacationing in Cayman, Canadian author,
Meghan Marentette, arranged to spend some time
with students at GTPS. Ms. Marentette graced the
library with two copies of her book, Stowaways.

GTPS students are entertained as they partake
in CUC’s Reading Day event.

Record numbers (332) at GTPS’ Muffins for
Moms annual event

Westin’s Reading Day at GTPS was a hit with
the students.

Fun and games with PWC employees at
Extended Afterschool Programme.

LIFE volunteers faithfully participated in the
weekly paired-reading programme

Acting chief education officer visits schools
Acting CEO Visits Schools
During the months of April to June the
Acting CEO of Education Mrs. Lyneth
Monteith visited all public Schools. She
was warmly welcomed by both staff and
students and was even questioned by
students about the purpose of her visits.
These visits were a learning experience
for Mrs. Monteith as they provided her
with an overall insight into what is
happening at our schools. She
interviewed both staff and students in
the hope of addressing some of the
concerns that were raised during her
visit. Many expressed the hope that
these visits will be the beginning of
many more to come.
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A visit to the Occupational Therapy
Department where Therapists Ms. Leslie Daley
and Ms. Dionne Nmai took great pride in
explaining what they do.
Student takes a picture with Ms. Monteith
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Raising the Awareness of Issues Relating to Special Needs in Early Childhood
The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Unit benefitted from the Secondment of Ms. Darbra Bodden, Early Childhood Officer
whose main focus is in special needs. During the past year Ms. Darbra Bodden (whose substantive post is Coordinator of the Early
Intervention Programme) guided the development of procedures and policies for early childhood centres with regards to catering to children
with special needs.
In order to raise awareness of issues relating to special needs, the ECCE Unit conducted training which examined topics including “Signs for
Concerns” and “This Is How I Feel”. Early childhood personnel, including the staff of the Government Reception programmes, participated
in these training sessions. In the final session, the Reception staff were able to explore and experience various strategies which could be
effective in the classroom. During the session, the staff made resources such as Picture Schedules and Shoe Box Activities, which they could
take back to their Reception classes to use with the children.

Staff of the Early Intervention Programme Facilitates Training for Early Childhood Practitioners
On the evening of Thursday, May 28, the staff of the Early Intervention Programme (EIP) coordinated a training session during
which they shared their expertise regarding how early childhood centre owners and practitioners can cater to children with
special needs. Specialists from each discipline within Early Intervention presented information pertaining to their specific role
and function.
The purpose of the session was to raise awareness of the role of the EIP, increase collaboration between the early childhood
practitioners and the Early Intervention staff, and to introduce meaningful strategies to support young children with special
education needs.
There was an excellent attendance from individuals across the early childhood sector after which feedback from the session was
extremely positive. Practitioners thanked the EIP staff and expressed their delight in having attended. One practitioner said, “I
am very sure that this (the session) had a direct impact on the betterment of education in the Cayman Islands.”
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The Department of Education Services staff members

2015/16 School Calendar—Semester 1
August—January

Aug. 17 - Principals and newly appointed & current
SSA, ATs & TAs return for Duty
Aug. 20-21 — Orientation for new staff
Aug. 24 — All teachers return for duty
Aug. 25-26 — Professional Development Days
Aug. 27-28 — New Student Orientation/Staff Planning
Days
Aug. 31 — All schools re-open (with the exception of
CIFEC)
Oct. 29-30 — Professional Development Days

Nov. 2-6 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Primary)
Nov. 10-13
(Secondary)

—

Spelling

Nov. 16-20—Half-Term
Student)

Bee

Preliminaries

Holiday

(Teachers/

Dec. 2 — Spelling Bee Preliminaries (Primary)
Dec.
3
—
(Secondary)

Spelling

Bee

Preliminaries

Dec. 18—School close for Christmas Break
Jan. 4, 2016 — Schools Re-open
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If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to contribute an article, poem, etc., kindly contact:
The Editor “The Education Pulse”
c/o The Department of Education Services
P.O. Box 910 GT
Grand Cayman
CAYMAN ISLANDS
Telephone: (345) 945-1199
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