Introduction to Procedural Writing
Procedural Writing (Non-Narrative)
Procedural texts are a common factual text-type that students will encounter frequently in literacy,
across the curriculum, and throughout their lives. The purpose of procedural texts is to provide a series
of precise, sequenced steps or directions that explain to the reader how to do something, while also
allowing the reader to reach the outcome successfully. Procedural writing can take several forms,
including, but not limited to, recipes, instructions for how to do, use, or make something, science
experiments, directions for a map, manuals, etc. It is also important to note that the procedural texts
can take different forms, such as brochures, posters, or guidebooks. Procedural texts should be
supported by authentic presentational features, such as numbered steps (though they can also be
written in structured paragraphs), bulleted lists, diagrams, sub-titles/headings, and
illustrations/photographs.
The following graphic organisers are samples of appropriate procedural tools for this text-type. The
suitability of each graphic organiser will depend on year level and student ability.

Student Samples – Level 1
Students working within Level 1 are expected to meet criteria in some writing usually with support.
Level 1c

Assessment Commentary:











AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides four basic steps that are related to the procedure but lack elaboration and detail.
The author is beginning to use pictures to express their individual writing voice; however, the author only
includes a picture for the first step and should be encouraged to include pictures for all steps.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The piece of writing does not seem to be directed to a specific audience and the author consistently refers to
the audience by using the words “you” and “your” in each step. The author is beginning to understand the
purpose of procedural writing; however, the closing they included does not suit this text-type.
The author’s title directly and simply states the topic of the procedure.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The provided scaffolding tool did not allow for the author to include an opening for this procedure. An
opening like, “Playing on an iPad is fun” would be an appropriate title for this text-type.
The author is beginning to consider the materials necessary for the completion of the procedure. The basic
steps are written in sequential order, but due to a lack of elaboration, the steps seem choppy at times.
The author has attempted to include a closing; however, it is a personal feeling statement and a more
appropriate closing for procedural writing, such as “Enjoy playing the iPad,” would be more suitable and
would help this author reach a higher attainment level.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs








The author uses simple, generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “next,” “then,” “finally”), but should be encouraged
to use the word wall or mentor texts to spell the words correctly.
The author is beginning to demonstrate an awareness of return sweep but still leaves some large spaces at the
end of lines where words could fit.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in short, yet full sentences.
The author appropriately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
There is no evidence of connectives used within the text.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author does not yet demonstrate an awareness of full stops.
 The author accurately uses capital letters to start sentences; however, the author inappropriately uses capital
letters within sentence and words.





AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author is beginning to use some adjectives in his/her writing, which is evident in step 3 when he/she
describes the game as “special” and uses the adjective “happy” in the closing.
The author is beginning to use some bossy verbs, including “open,” “find,” and “play.”
The author uses simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning but has also included
some subject-specific vocabulary including “passcode” and “aps.”







AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
Most high frequency words are spelled correctly (e.g., “you,” “your,” “I,” “play”) and some phonetically
plausible attempts are made for unknown words (e.g., “opin” = open, “speshol” = special, “hapey” = happy).
The words “passcod” (passcode) and “gam” (game) demonstrate the need for additional phonics instruction of
the “Pushy E” or “Magic E.”
The author could have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency words, but should have also been reminded to use the word wall and/or mentor texts for the
correct spelling of linking words.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author was not required to write on lines as specified in the Ministry’s handwriting policy. The author
inconsistently spaces words, particularly in the title, and can work towards using more uniform and consistent
spacing between words.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 6 – Using full stops appropriately at the end of each sentence will ensure this author progresses
through Level 1 objectives.
 AF 3 – Including a simple, short statement related to the topic for the opening and a more suitable
closing will help the author progress.

Level 1b

Assessment Commentary:












AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides four basic steps that are related to the procedure but lack elaboration and detail.
The author is beginning to express their individuality through the inclusion of pictures for each step of the
process, which are also becoming more detailed.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The piece of writing does not seem to be directed to a specific audience and the author consistently refers to
the audience by using the word “you” in each step. The author is beginning to understand the purpose of
procedural writing.
The author’s title directly and simply states the topic of the procedure.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The scaffolding tool provided did not allow for the author to include an opening for this procedure. An
opening like “You can do a lot of things on iPads” would have been appropriate for this text-type.
The author is beginning to consider the materials necessary for the completion of the procedure, but neglects
to list the main materials needed. The basic steps are written in sequential order, but due to a lack of
elaboration, the steps seem choppy at times.
The author has included a short enjoyment sentence related and relevant to the process explained in the
procedure.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs








The author uses simple, generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “then,” “next,” and “finally”), but should be
encouraged to use the word wall or mentor texts to spell these generic words correctly.
This text cannot be used to assess the author’s understanding of return sweep as the sentence length does not
require breaking to the next line.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in short, yet complete sentences.
The author appropriately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
There is no evidence of connectives used within the text.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author correctly uses full stops at the end of sentences and knows that full stops are not needed at the
end of the title or the word “pas-word” as they are not full sentences.
 Most sentences start with a capital letter and the author avoids using capital letters inappropriately within
words.





AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author demonstrates a limited understanding of using adjectives in procedural writing and only effectively
uses a simple adjective in the closing (e.g., “fun”).
The author uses a variety of simple bossy verbs (e.g., “open,” “turn on,” “find,” and “play”).
The author uses simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning, but also includes
some subject-specific vocabulary including “password” and “app.”
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling






The majority of words used in the text are spelled correctly and phonetically plausible attempts are made for
unknown words (e.g., “cuver” = cover).
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency words, but should also be reminded to use the word wall and/or mentor texts for the correct
spelling of linking words (e.g., “first,” “finally”).
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author was not required to write on lines as specified in the Ministry’s handwriting policy. The author
spaces words appropriately, especially in the title, but can work towards being consistent with spacing
throughout the entire text.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 – The author should incorporate additional basic adjectives into the text to expand vocabulary
and word choice.
 AF 5 – Using basic connectives such as “and” to connect two nouns, two adjectives, or two ideas will
help this student reach higher levels of attainment. For example, in the closing, the student could
write, “Playing an iPad is fun and exciting.”

Level 1a

Assessment Commentary:











AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides four basic steps that are related to the procedure and is beginning to include more detail
(e.g., pour the milk and the syrup in the glass.)
The author is beginning to express his/her individuality through the inclusion of more detailed pictures for
each step of the procedure.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The piece of writing does not seem to be directed to a specific audience and the author consistently refers to
the audience by using the word “you” in each step. The author is beginning to understand the purpose of
procedural writing by giving directions to complete a procedure.
The author’s title directly and simply states the outcome of the procedure.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author’s opening is a simple, short statement related to the product.
The author includes all materials necessary for completing the procedure and is beginning to experiment with
making a list. The basic steps are in sequential order.
The author has included a short enjoyment sentence related and relevant to the process explained in the
procedure.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs




The author uses simple, generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “next,” “then,” “finally”), but should be encouraged
to use the word wall or mentor texts to spell the words correctly.
The author effectively uses return sweep to organise his/her sentences.





AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in short yet complete sentences.
The author uses simple present tense appropriately throughout the text.
There is no evidence of connectives used within the text.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author uses full stops at the end of sentences correctly and knows that full stops are not needed at the
end of the title or in a list of materials as they are not full sentences.
 All sentences start with a capital letter and the author avoids using capital letters inappropriately within words
with the exception of one occasion in the closing.





AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author demonstrates a limited understanding of using adjectives in procedural writing and only effectively
uses a simple adjective in the opening (e.g., “fun”) and closing (e.g., “delicious”).
The author uses a variety of simple bossy verbs (e.g., “pour,” “put,” “mix,” “drink”), but should be encouraged
to find a replacement for the word “put” in order to progress to Level 2.
The author generally relies on simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning, but is
beginning to use some adventurous word choices, such as “delicious” instead of “good.”
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling







The majority of words used in the text are spelled correctly and phonetically plausible attempts are made for
unknown words (e.g., “chockolet” = chocolate, “dilishuss” = delicious, “serup” = syrup). The author shows
some understanding of when to drop the silent “e” and add the suffix “ing.”
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency words, but should also be reminded to use the word wall and/or mentor texts for the correct
spelling of linking words (e.g., “finally”).
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author was not required to write on lines as specified in the Ministry’s handwriting policy. The author
spaces words appropriately throughout the text and his/her letters are oriented accurately and are of similar
size.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 – The author should incorporate additional basic adjectives into the text to expand vocabulary
and word choice.
 AF 5 – The author should also use a range of basic connectives (e.g., “and,” “but,” “so”) in order to
compose a true compound sentence. For example, “Then you mix them up” could be improved by
adding the connective “so” (e.g., “Then you mix them up so it turns brown.”).

Level 2c

Assessment Commentary:












AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides the basic steps necessary to make macaroni, thus completing the process. The author also
makes an attempt to include additional detail and elaboration in step 5.
The author’s individual writing voice is somewhat evident in the opening (e.g., “well, get macaroni and
cheese”), but otherwise is not evident anywhere else in the text.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author is beginning to understand the purpose of procedural writing and writes in a commanding voice
and avoids referring to the audience throughout the steps.
The author’s title directly and simply states the outcome of the procedure, but also attempts to catch the
reader’s attention and make the title more interesting by adding two adjectives.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author’s opening is a simple statement related to the product. Although the opening does not include a
clear hook, the author makes an attempt to catch the reader’s attention by creating a situation. The addition
of a hooking strategy and/or another detailed sentence would improve the quality and level of the text.
The author includes all materials necessary for completing the procedure and is beginning to include specific
details, such as measurements and amounts. The steps are listed in sequential order but still require
significant inferring by the reader (e.g., how much water is needed? How long to cook the macaroni? What is
the temperature of the stove?).
The author includes a closing that consists of an enjoyment sentence and a sentence that includes related
detail that links to ideas that are presented in the opening.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author uses generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “next,” “then,” “after that,” “finally”) to add structure to
the steps of the procedure; however, the author repeats several of the linking words and therefore,
introducing alternative linking words is an area of instructional focus that will improve the text.
The author groups his/her opening, list of materials, directions, and closing appropriately, and effectively uses
sub-titles to assist with organisation.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in commanding and complete sentences, each beginning with a linking
word and a verb. Most of the sentences are short and follow the same structure.
The author appropriately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
There is very limited evidence of connectives used within the text (e.g., there is only one instance where “and”
is used). The author could be encouraged to combine two steps using the connective “and’’ to form a
compound sentence and begin to use sentences of differing lengths. For example, “Get a pot and pour water
into it.”).

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author uses full stops at the end of each sentence. The author does not include any other forms of
punctuation, such as question marks or exclamation marks.
 Capital letters are used accurately throughout the text, including at the beginning of sentences, in the title,
and in the subtitles.
 Commas are used accurately in lists (e.g., materials) and also after linking words.












AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author demonstrates some understanding of how to use adjectives when writing a procedural text, which
is evidenced intermittently throughout the text and primarily in the title and the closing, where the author
uses a few basic adjectives. Adding adjectives to the procedural steps (e.g., a large pot, cold water, etc.) will
help this author progress through the Level 2 criteria.
The author demonstrates a limited awareness of the range of bossy verbs and relies on simple verbs, including
“get,” “put,” “take,” and “mix,” often repeating the same verbs.
The author generally relies on simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning and
should be encouraged to include stronger word choices.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
Most of the words are spelled correctly; however, where there are inaccuracies, phonetically plausible
attempts are made.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific, and/or common words found in procedural text.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
While the author’s letters are of similar size and oriented correctly, there are issues with letters that hang
below the line. The author does not always write “y,” “g,” “p,” and “j” so that they hang below the line.
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the materials,
as well as directions and simple illustrations for each of the steps.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 – The author’s repetitive use of the same verbs indicates that he/she needs to expand his/her
vocabulary and specifically focus on using alternative verbs that are found in procedural writing.
Exposing the author to a range of mentor texts with strong word choices (bossy verbs) will help
develop the author’s repertoire of alternative verbs to use in a procedural text.
 AF 5 – The author should focus on using a range of basic connectives (e.g., “and,” “but,” “so”) in
order to compose compound sentences. The author also needs to vary sentence lengths within the
text in order to progress through the Level 2 criteria.

Level 2b

Assessment Commentary:












AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides the basic steps that are necessary to make lemonade. Some of steps the author includes
are elaborated upon and use additional detail. The directions given allow the reader to complete the desired
process.
The author’s individual writing voice is beginning to emerge in the opening of the procedure through his/her
use of conventions (e.g., the use of question and exclamation marks), a short sentence for effect, and word
choice (e.g., “hot,” “cool”).
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author is beginning to understand the purpose of procedural writing and generally writes in a
commanding voice. The author still refers to the audience in several steps.
The author’s title directly and simply states the outcome of the procedure, but also uses a basic adjective (e.g.,
“cold”) to attempt to catch the reader’s attention and make the title more interesting.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a basic hooking strategy (e.g., asking a question) that is followed by some additional detail
related to the procedural topic.
The author includes most materials necessary for completing the procedure and is beginning to include
specific details, such as amounts. The steps are listed in sequential order and while becoming more detailed,
still require some inferring by the reader.
The author includes a simple enjoyment sentence as his/her closing. Adding another sentence of detail related
to the topic will make this piece stronger.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author confidently uses a variety of generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “next,” “then,” “after that,”
“finally”) to add structure to the steps of the procedure.
The author appropriately groups his/her opening, list of materials, directions, and closing.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in commanding and complete sentences, with each thought beginning
with a linking word and different verb. A variety of sentence lengths (some longer, some shorter) is evident
throughout the text.
The author appropriately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
A few compound sentences are formed using “and” as a connective (e.g., in step 3 and step 4). The author can
strive to use other connectives, such as “but” and “so,” to continue to progress through Level 2 writing
criteria.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author uses full stops at the end of each sentence and also accurately uses an exclamation mark and
question mark.
 Capital letters are used accurately throughout the text, including at the beginning of sentences, in the title,
and in the subtitles.
 The author shows some awareness of how to appropriately use commas after linking words and there is some
evidence that the author is beginning to use commas to mark clauses throughout the text; however, there is
no evidence of the author’s ability to use commas in lists, as there are no instances where a list is required.












AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author demonstrates some understanding of how to use adjectives in procedural writing by using a few
basic adjectives intermittently throughout the text (e.g., “cold,” “hot,” and “big”).
The author uses a variety of simple bossy verbs (e.g., “pour,” “cut,” “squeeze,” “stir”) appropriate to the topic
and recipe writing.
The author generally relies on simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning and
should be encouraged to include stronger word choices.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells most words correctly; however, where there are inaccuracies, somewhat phonetically
plausible attempts are made (e.g., “naife” = knife, “shure” = sure). An area of instructional focus should be a
review of tricky words.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific words and words common within procedural text.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author writes on the lines correctly and letters are formed, oriented, and sized correctly. Words are
spaced accurately.
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the materials
and directions. The author also uses simple illustrations of the required materials. Additional features, such as
diagrams with labels used to illustrate some of the steps, can be used as an instructional focus to add to the
effectiveness and authenticity of the procedure.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 1 – The author needs to add additional elaboration and detail to each step, thus improving the
quality of the procedure. For example, step 5 can be revised to “Then, stir the ingredients together
until the sugar is mixed in.”
 AF 3 – The author’s closing is a short, simple enjoyment statement. It is recommended that the
author include additional supporting details related to the topic, which will provide opportunities for
the author’s unique voice to shine through.

Level 2a

Assessment Commentary:











AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides the basic steps necessary to complete the process of brushing one’s teeth. Some steps
include elaboration and additional detail that is more specific (e.g., “for 2 minutes”).
The author’s individual writing voice is beginning to emerge in the opening and closing of the procedure
through his/her use of conventions (e.g., through the use of question marks and exclamation marks), word
choice, and illustrations for each step. Voice is also evident in step 3 (e.g., “up and down and all around”).
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author is beginning to understand the purpose of procedural writing and generally writes in a
commanding voice. The author refers to the audience in a limited way.
The author’s title directly and simply states the process of the procedure, but also uses a basic adjective to
attempt to catch the reader’s attention and make the title more interesting.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a basic hooking strategy (e.g., asking a question) that is followed by two sentences of
additional detail that are somewhat related to the procedural topic. The author should be encouraged to
revise the last sentence in the opening to be more closely related to the topic or to provide a transition into
the procedure.
The author includes the materials necessary for completing the procedure. The steps are listed in sequential
order, but while becoming more detailed and specific, still require some inferring by the reader.
The author uses a catchy short sentence and interesting word choice to begin the closing, followed by a short
description of the end product and some additional detail that is somewhat related to the procedure.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author confidently uses a variety of generic linking words (e.g., “first,” “then,” “next,” “finally”) to add
structure to the steps of the procedure.
The author appropriately and effectively groups his/her opening, list of materials, directions, and closing. The
author is also beginning to show an awareness of paragraphing as the opening and closing are indented.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in commanding and complete sentences. Each sentence begins with a
linking word and includes a different verb, thus avoiding repetition. A variety of sentence lengths (some
longer, some shorter) is evident throughout the text.
The author uses simple present tense appropriately throughout the text.
The author uses connectives “and” and “but” in several instances throughout the text to create compound
sentences.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author uses full stops at the end of each sentence, with the exception of one instance in the closing where
two sentences are combined as one. An exclamation mark and a question mark are also accurately used in the
text.
 Capital letters are generally used accurately throughout the text, with one exception in the closing. Title and
subtitles are also capitalised appropriately.
 Commas are used accurately in lists (e.g., materials) and also after the linking words. The author shows an
awareness of marking more complex clauses with commas, as demonstrated in the opening.
AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary











The author demonstrates some understanding of how to use adjectives in procedural writing by using a few
basic adjectives intermittently throughout the text (e.g., “dirty,” “small,” “clean,” and “beautiful”).
The author uses a variety of simple bossy verbs (e.g., “take,” “put,” “brush,” “use,” “wash,” and “dip”) that are
appropriate to the topic; however, the author should be encouraged to find a substitution for “put.”
The author generally relies on simple vocabulary and high frequency words to communicate meaning and
should be encouraged to include some adventurous word choices.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells most words correctly.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific and/or common words found in procedural text.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author consistently writes on the lines, letters are formed and oriented correctly, and sizing of letters is
appropriate. The words are also spaced accurately.
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the materials
and directions. Simple illustrations of the required materials are also included at each step.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 – The piece would benefit from the inclusion of additional adjectives and adverbs, which would
help make the steps clearer to the reader.
 AF 4 – The author relies on using generic linking words throughout the text. In order to progress to
Level 3, the author should explore some variation in selected linking words and begin writing with
more complex linking words and longer linking phrases, such as “To start with” and “Once the
toothpaste is on the brush…”.

Level 3c

Assessment Commentary:












AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides the steps related to the process and elaborates on each step with sufficient detail to
allow the reader to complete the process with limited inferencing required.
The author’s individual writing voice is beginning to emerge in the opening through the use of imagery and
word choice; however, the author’s individual voice is not overwhelmingly present throughout the text.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author is beginning to understand the purpose of procedural writing and writes in a commanding voice.
There is limited referral to the audience within the procedural steps, although the author does refer to the
audience in step 4. The author maintains a fairly expert tone throughout the text.
The author uses an adjective in the title and specifically mentions the type of tree being discussed in order to
catch the reader’s attention and to more accurately describe the final product.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a hooking strategy which allows the reader to visualize the outcome, and also includes
relevant details related to the topic; however, the author does not include a transitional phrase that clearly
indicates that the piece is a procedural text and allows the reader to flow into the procedural steps required to
perform the task (e.g., “Plant a red oak tree by following these easy steps.”).
The author includes all materials necessary for completing the procedure and includes sufficiently detailed
steps that are in sequential order, thus allowing the reader to complete the procedure.
The author includes a closing; however, it is limited in that it is only a warning sentence. Additional detail, such
as a description of the final product, would improve the text.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author uses a limited range linking words and/or phrases (e.g., “After you cover the hole with soil…”) and
does not use numbered steps that could take the place of linking words.
The author effectively and appropriately groups his/her opening, list of materials, steps, and closing.
Encouraging the author to indent the opening and closing would help him/her gain a greater understanding of
paragraphing in a variety of text-types.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in short, commanding, complete sentences, often beginning with the verb.
The author shows an awareness of the need to write a variety of sentence types, using some short sentences
and some longer as well as more complex sentences.
The author accurately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
The author uses the connectives “because,” “and,” “so,” and “which” to write more complex sentences.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and also uses an exclamation mark
appropriately to vary his/her use of punctuation.
 Capital letters are used accurately at the beginning of sentences and within titles and subtitles.
 There is no evidence of the author’s ability to use commas in lists because there are no instances in this piece
where a list is required; however, there are places where the author could have marked clauses with a
comma, which would have improved the flow as well as allowed progress into Level 4. The use of commas to
mark clauses should be addressed during a one-to-one writing conference.
AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary











The author effectively uses several adjectives throughout the text, including “shady,” “loam,” “fullynourished,” “damp,” and “beautiful.”
The author uses a variety of bossy verbs (e.g., “plough,” “cover,” “sprinkle,” “add,” and “ensure”) which are
appropriate to the topic, but the author sometimes relies on simple verbs such as “put” and “get.” The author
is beginning to use adverbs (e.g., “slowly”) and with the inclusion of additional adverbs, will certainly continue
to progress into Level 4.
The author demonstrates a strong knowledge of subject specific words (e.g., “loam,” “nourished,” and
“plough”), but can be encouraged to make stronger word choices throughout the entirety of the text by
making a conscious effort to select adventurous words and not the first word that comes to mind.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells words accurately within the text.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific and/or common words found in procedural texts.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the materials
and steps. Additional effort could be placed in making the sub-titles more prevalent. The inclusion of diagrams
at each step would also improve the reader’s ability to carry out the procedure with greater accuracy and thus
success.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 3 – The author should be encouraged to revise the opening and closing of this text to add further
detail and to increase its sophistication.
 AF 4 – The author should also be encouraged to add a linking word/phrase to each step, which will
add structure to this text and will elevate the organisational quality of the piece.

Level 3b

Assessment Commentary:












AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides steps, including elaboration and detail which are necessary for the reader to successfully
carry out the process.
The author’s individual writing voice is beginning to emerge through his/her subject-specific word choices,
which demonstrate his/her knowledge of the topic.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author understands the purpose of procedural writing and writes in a commanding voice with short,
powerful sentences that are common in published procedural texts. There is no referral to the audience within
the procedural steps and the author maintains an expert tone throughout.
The author’s title directly and simply states the procedural process. The author should be encouraged to
eliminate “how to” and add adjectives to catch the reader’s attention.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses an interesting fact as a hooking strategy to catch the reader’s attention and introduce the
reader to the procedure. The hook is followed by additional sentences which provide detail that is relevant to
the topic. The sentences are in the process of becoming an opening paragraph.
In an organized, bulleted list, the author includes most materials necessary for completing the procedure. The
steps are also placed in sequential order.
The closing includes a vague description of the product which connects to the opening; however, the author
could be encouraged to add more detail to form a closing paragraph.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs










The author does not use linking words or phrases, but does use numbered steps. A fare assumption can be
made that the author of the text was taught that numbered steps can take the place of linking words and
phrases, as is often demonstrated in published procedures (e.g., recipe books and building instructions).
The author effectively and appropriately groups his/her opening, list of materials, steps, and closing. The
author’s opening and closing, particularly his/her use of indenting, indicates that he/she is beginning to show
an awareness of paragraphing.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in short, commanding, and complete sentences typical of what would
appear in published procedural texts (e.g., recipe books and building instructions). To develop the trait of
sentence fluency, the author should be encouraged to include sentences of varying lengths.
The author accurately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
The author does not use connectives to create compound sentences, but demonstrates the use of a
connective to join two nouns. Teaching the author how to use connectives such as “because” and “so” would
result in the inclusion of more complex sentences in the text and thus result in higher overall attainment.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and uses an exclamation mark where
appropriate.
 Capital letters are generally and accurately used at the beginning of sentences, with the exception of two
instances. Review of appropriate capital letter use in titles and in lists is needed.
 The author confidently uses commas in a list as demonstrated in the materials section.










AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author uses some adjectives in the text (e.g., “inexpensive,” “internal,” “surface mounted,” “existing”).
The author uses a variety of bossy verbs (e.g., “mortise,” “flush,” “install,” “attach,” “mark out”) which are
highly specific to the topic; however, the author has not included any adverbs.
The author demonstrates a wider vocabulary, including a strong knowledge of subject specific words, and has
started to deliberately select strong words (e.g., “added security,” “existing doors”) that add sophistication to
the text.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells the majority of words correctly.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific and/or common words found in procedural text.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using subtitles for the materials
and numbered steps. Making the sub-titles more prevalent and adding diagrams to each step would improve
the quality of the text and allow the procedure to be more successfully followed by the reader.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 –The author does not demonstrate an awareness of adverbs in procedural writing. By adding
adverbs to this text, the writer will continue to progress through Level 3 and into Level 4. In a
conference setting, the teacher can focus on revising the text with the student to include more
adverbs by describing each of the verbs used in each step (e.g., “Precisely mark out the dead
bolt…”).
 AF 5 – The author can also use a wider variety of connectives to add sentence variety to the text,
which will help the flow of the piece.

Level 3a

Assessment Commentary:













AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author elaborates the steps related to the process; however, often relies on the phrase “in the blender” as
the opportunity to provide detail.
The author’s individual writing voice is strongly evident throughout the opening and closing and is beginning
to emerge in a few of the steps.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author understands the purpose of procedural writing and writes in a commanding voice with short,
powerful sentences typically found in published procedural texts. There is no reference to the audience within
the procedural steps and the author maintains a fairly expert tone throughout.
The use of alliteration in the title catches the reader’s attention and the title describes the final product.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a short series of questions to hook the reader’s attention. The hook is followed by additional
sentences which provide more relevant detail to the topic, as well as a transitional sentence which allows the
reader to flow into the procedure. The author is showing an awareness of an opening paragraph.
The author includes all materials and ingredients necessary for completing the procedure and effectively
differentiates and groups materials and ingredients. The steps are in sequential order and provide sufficient
detail in order to complete the procedure.
The author includes a closing consisting of several sentences, including an enjoyment sentence. Adding a
description of the final product instead of a personal feeling statement would facilitate a higher level of
attainment.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author does not use linking words or phrases, but numbered steps, instead. It is assumed that this author
was taught that numbered steps can take the place of linking words and phrases, as often demonstrated in
published procedures (e.g., recipe books and building instructions).
The author effectively and appropriately groups his/her opening, list of materials, steps, and closing, and is
beginning to show an awareness of paragraphing with indents at the opening and closing.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in commanding, complete sentences and is beginning to vary sentence
length and complexity.
The author accurately uses simple present tense throughout the text.
The author uses connectives including “because,” “and,” and “if.” Continued practice with connectives and the
inclusion of some longer, more complex sentences will help to improve sentence fluency.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and uses exclamation marks, question
marks, and ellipses appropriately.
 Capital letters are used accurately at the beginning of sentences and in the title and subtitles.
 The author confidently uses commas to mark complex clauses (e.g., in the opening and in the closing). This
text cannot be used to assess the skill of using commas in lists as there is no evidence of commas in lists and
no instances where they would be required.










AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author effectively uses adjectives in many instances throughout the text (e.g., “super,” “spectacular,”
“best,” “easy,” “thicker,” “icy,” “tasty,” “tall,” and “fancy”).
The author uses a variety of bossy verbs (e.g., “peel,” “slice,” “pour,” “blend,” “serve,” and “add”) which are
highly specific to the procedure type (recipe) and a few adverbs (e.g., “thinly” and “carefully”).
The author relies on common vocabulary and recipe-specific vocabulary to communicate meaning. There is
limited evidence of attempts to expand word choice and vocabulary.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
Most words are spelled correctly, with the exception of “you” for “your” in the opening. Explicit instruction in
editing strategies will help the author avoid such errors in the future.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific, and/or common words found in procedural texts.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the
materials/ingredients, steps, and numbered steps. Making the sub-titles more prevalent and adding diagrams
to each step will improve this text and allow the reader to more easily follow the procedure.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 –The author is beginning to use some adverbs in procedural writing. By adding more adverbs
and becoming more confident in the trait of word choice, the writer will continue to progress into
Level 4. In a conference setting, the teacher can focus on revising the text with the student to
include more adverbs by describing each of the verbs used within each step.
 AF 3 – The author includes a closing for his/her procedure; however, he/she relies on a personal
statement. Removing the personalisation and adding a detailed description of the final product
would help to create a more refined, expert tone.

Level 4c

Assessment Commentary:













AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author provides the specific steps related to the process with elaboration for each step.
The author’s individual writing voice is strongly evident throughout the opening and closing.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author understands the purpose of procedural writing and writes with a commanding, expert tone. There
is some direct reference to the audience and removing this would give the text a more appropriate procedural
tone.
The title specifically states the outcome or product of the procedure; however, the title could be revised to
more effectively catch the reader’s attention and interest.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a question and effective word choice to hook the reader’s attention. The hook is followed by
additional descriptive sentences which provide more detail about the topic, and a sentence transitioning to
the procedure shows an awareness of the need for an opening paragraph. It may be more appropriate for the
author to include information and facts about the product in order to create a more expert tone, which is
required at higher level procedural writing.
The author includes all materials and ingredients necessary for completing the procedure and he/she
recognises the difference between materials and ingredients. The steps are in sequential order and generally
provide sufficient detail; however, Step 4 requires more detail and clarity in order for the reader to accurately
complete the entire procedure.
The closing consists of a short enjoyment sentence and requires more detail in order to construct a closing
paragraph, which is necessary to progress through level 4.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs










The author relies on short linking words and some linking phrases (e.g., “first of all,” “secondly, while the sugar
is boiling,” “thirdly,” “fourthly,” “after”) to introduce new steps and is beginning to connect one step to the
next.
Using an organized, bulleted list, the author effectively and appropriately groups his/her opening and
materials, steps, and closing. The author is showing an awareness of paragraphing as the opening and closing
are indented.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in full sentences which are often structured correctly. The author writes a
variety of sentences, including short, long, simple, and some complex sentences. The author is also beginning
to experiment using short sentences for effect (e.g., “Well you should.”).
The author accurately uses simple present tense throughout the text and changes tense when appropriate.
The author uses connectives including “while,” “and,” “so,” and “also” to create more complex sentences.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and exclamation and question marks where
appropriate. He/she also experiments with using a colon, although more instruction on proper usage is
required.
 Capital letters are used accurately at the beginning of sentences and in the title and subtitles.
 The author confidently uses commas in a list and is beginning to show an awareness of using commas to mark
complex clauses.











AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author effectively uses adjectives and descriptive and figurative language in the opening, and uses simple
adjectives in the materials list and in a few of the steps.
The author uses a variety of bossy verbs (e.g., “collect,” “place,” “pour,” “gather,” “hang,” “remove,”
“sprinkle,” “grab,” “hammer,” and “hang”) which are highly specific to the procedure type (recipe); however,
the author neglects to include adverbs.
The author generally relies on common vocabulary and recipe-specific vocabulary to communicate meaning. A
few instances, including “savory” and “peppermint paradise,” show that the author is beginning to
deliberately choose words that have an effect on the reader.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells the majority of words correctly, with few exceptions.
The author may have referred to classroom resources, such as a word wall, to help with the spelling of some
high frequency, subject specific and/or common words found in procedural texts.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle for the
materials/ingredients lists as well as for the steps. The author also includes a well-organised bulleted list and
numbered steps, and experiments with different fonts to make certain components of the text stand out. The
addition of diagrams for some or all of the steps or an illustration of the final product would improve the text.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 7 –The author neglected to use adverbs in this procedural writing text. By adding more adverbs
and becoming more confident in this aspect of word choice, the writer will continue to progress
through Level 4 criteria.
 AF 3 – The author includes a closing; however, he/she relies on a simple enjoyment sentence.
Maintaining an informational tone throughout the text and linking the closing to the opening with
additional details would help to create a more refined procedural text.

Level 4b

Assessment Commentary:














AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author writes steps that are highly specific to the topic and makes attempts to include detail; however,
more of an effort to include factual details would create a more refined procedural text. Effort should be
made to provide the student with time to research facts and information on care for a pet hamster before,
during, and after writing.
The author’s individual writing voice is evident in the text, particularly in the opening and closing, but also
within the steps. Phrases such as “follow the safety tips,” “when they do something bad give them a little
stroke on the head and say ‘no,’” and “remember your experience with a hamster because it will be life
changing” showcase the author’s voice and individual writing style.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author understands the purpose of procedural writing and writes with a commanding, expert tone. The
author often refers to the audience and removing this would give the text a more appropriate procedural
tone. The author is becoming knowledgeable about the topic of caring for a hamster as he/she attempts to be
factual.
The title specifically states the outcome or process within the procedural text and attempts to catch the
reader’s attention through the use of alliteration. Revising the title to remove the words “how to” will improve
its level of sophistication.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
The author uses a short series of questions and alliteration to hook the reader’s attention. The hook is
followed by additional descriptive sentences which provide more detail about the topic. A transitional
sentence that moves the reader from the opening to the body of the text is also included, which shows an
awareness of the need for an opening paragraph.
The author includes most but not all of the necessary materials referenced in the steps. Due to the topic of the
procedure, sequential order is not a necessity; however, the author presents the ideas in a logical order (e.g.,
shelter is described first).
The closing describes the main idea as outlined in the procedural text; however, it is followed by limited
additional details. Crafting more sentences to create a longer paragraph and attempting to link the closing to
content in the opening would help the overall quality of this procedural text.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs










The author is beginning to use longer linking phrases to connect one paragraph to the next (e.g., “To begin the
process of taking care of a fluffy hamster…,” “After gathering the materials…,” “When you’re ready…,” and “In
addition to your hamster’s training and shelter…”); however, the author inserts a few time order words (e.g.,
“eventually” and “afterwards”) that are not as suitable for this piece.
The author effectively organises the procedure into paragraphs, is beginning to write developed paragraphs,
changes paragraphs at appropriate times, and uses sub-titles/headings to group content.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes his/her thoughts in full sentences which are often structured correctly. There is a limited
variety of sentence length and complexity, as the author relies on sentences of similar length and there are no
short sentences used to elicit an effect on the reader.
The author uses the simple present tense accurately throughout the text and changes tense when
appropriate.
The author uses connectives including “and,” “so,” and “but” to create longer sentences; however, using a
wider variety of more complex connectives will improve the overall attainment level of this piece.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and exclamation and question marks where
appropriate. He/she also experiments with using a colon, although more instruction on proper usage is
needed.
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence, uses exclamation marks, question marks,
and quotation marks where appropriate, and effectively uses a range of punctuation (although more practice
with punctuation and capital letters accompanying punctuation marks is required). Brackets are also used
appropriately as a way to provide additional information. The author also experiments with using a colon.
Further instruction on use of an apostrophe to note possessives is required.
 Capital letters are used accurately at the beginning of sentences and in the subtitles. More review of using
capital letters in titles is required.
 The author confidently uses commas in a list and is beginning to show an awareness of using commas to mark
complex clauses.












AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author effectively uses adjectives to make his/her writing more descriptive (e.g., “cute,” “cuddly,”
“luscious,” “disciplined,” “fluffy,” “energetic,” and “life-changing”) and makes some attempt to use figurative
language, relying on alliteration in the title and opening.
The author uses a variety of verbs (e.g., “gather,” “train,” “stroke,” “give,” “fill,” “take,” and “put”), although
several of the verb word choices could be revised to include more advanced word choices. In addition, the
author includes a limited number of adverbs.
The author generally relies on common vocabulary and appropriate subject specific terminology to
communicate meaning (e.g., “nutritional needs,” “shelter,” and “grooming”). A few instances, including
“suitable,” “luscious,” and “disciplined” show the author is beginning to deliberately choose words that have
an effect on the reader.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells many words correctly, although some editing is required for words like “bedding,” “allergic,”
“cute,” “suitable,” “spread,” and “disciplined.”
The author may have referred to or used classroom resources, such as a word wall or dictionary.
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author includes a few examples of procedural presentation features by using a subtitle/heading for the
main sections. Adding labeled diagrams for some paragraphs will improve this text.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 3 – The author includes a closing for his/her procedure; however, he/she could strive to add
more factual information and detail to create a longer, more structured closing paragraph.
 AF 4 – While the author uses some very strong linking phrases (e.g., “After gathering the
materials…” and “In addition to your hamsters training and shelter…”), he/she also uses words like,
“eventually” and “afterwards,” which are more appropriate for showing the passing of time in a
recount or narrative. The author should also be encouraged to revise this piece of writing to
strengthen the links between paragraphs (particularly “Health” and “Grooming”) and connect the
ideas from one to the next.

Level 4a

Assessment Commentary:














AF1: Ideas & Voice – Write imaginative, interesting, and thoughtful texts
The author writes steps for the making of a cassava cake that are specific to the topic and are elaborated upon
with a variety of details.
The author’s individual writing voice is evident in portions of the text, particularly in the opening and closing,
but no evidence of a unique voice is found within the steps.
AF2: Organisation – Produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader, and purpose
The author understands the purpose of procedural writing and writes with a commanding, expert tone and in
a style similar to what would be found in published recipes. Although the text is written in paragraphs, there is
minimal reference made to the audience throughout the text, with the exception of the opening and closing.
Through the use of alliteration, the author creates a catchy title, cleverly alluding to the outcome of the
process.
AF3: Organisation – Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events
To hook the reader’s attention, the author uses a rhetorical question in the opening, addressing the reader
directly. The hooking strategy is followed by additional descriptive sentences, providing relevant and factual
information on the topic. The author concludes the opening paragraph with a sentence transitioning into the
steps of the procedure, showing strong knowledge and understanding of the purpose of an opening
paragraph.
The author includes the ingredients necessary to complete the procedure; however, does not provide specific
measurement until the body of the text. The steps are written in sequential order and contain sufficient detail
to allow the reader to accurately complete the process.
The author’s closing briefly describes the end product and makes strong connections to the opening; however,
including additional relevant details to build a more comprehensive closing paragraph will help this author
continue to progress.
AF4: Organisation – Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs









The author effectively uses longer linking phrases to connect steps (e.g., “Before beginning,” “To begin the
process,” “After the cassava mixture is prepared,” and “Now that the mixture is ready”).
The author effectively organises the procedure into paragraphs and changes paragraphs at appropriate times.
AF5: Sentence Fluency – Vary sentences for clarity, purpose, and effect
The author writes sentences that are frequently structured properly, relying on longer, more complex
sentences. There is limited evidence to show that varied sentence length or complexity has been attempted in
an effort to affect the reader.
The author uses simple present tense accurately throughout the text and changes tense when appropriate.
The author uses a variety of connectives, including “because,” “so,” “and,” and “however” to create longer,
more complex sentences.

AF6: Conventions – Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses, and sentences
 The author accurately uses full stops at the end of each sentence and uses exclamation marks and question
marks where appropriate. Apostrophes are used appropriately with all contractions in the text and a colon is
also used.
 Capital letters are used accurately at the beginning of sentences, in the title, and for proper nouns.
 The author confidently uses commas in a list and marks most clauses with a comma.











AF7: Word Choice – Select appropriate and effective vocabulary
The author effectively uses a wide range of adjectives and descriptive language throughout the text (e.g.,
“delicious,” “delectable,” “traditional,” “small,” “large,” “firm,” “golden-brown,” “greased,” and “hungry”).
The author is also beginning to integrate some figurative language, relying on alliteration in the title and a
simile in the closing (“Nothing tastes as sweet as …”).
The author uses a variety of strong verbs (e.g., “add,” “turn,” “stir,” “combine,” “cover,” “shake,” “mix,”
“pour,” “place,” “remove,” and “serve”) which are typically found in published recipes. The author also uses
some adverbs (e.g., “slowly,” “gently,” “strongly,” “carefully,” and “lightly”).
The author makes powerful word choices to energise the opening and closing and uses subject specific
terminology within the steps.
AF8: Conventions – Use correct spelling
The author spells all words correctly with the exception of “gloves” instead of “cloves.”
AF9: Presentation - Handwriting and presentation
The author did not include any presentational features within his/her procedural text. Adding subtitles,
illustrations, photographs, and diagrams to accompany some of the steps would add greater authenticity to
the text and improve its overall quality.

Where to Next? Identifying Targets for this Student:
 AF 5 – The author relies on writing sentences that are of similar length. There is little sentence
variety evident throughout the text. Adding some short sentences for effect (e.g., “Don’t burn it!”)
and improving sentence fluency would help to move this piece towards a level 5 criteria.
 AF 3 – While the author includes a closing paragraph and makes strong links to the ideas presented
in the opening, he/she could include additional relevant detail and factual information to compose a
more comprehensive and longer closing paragraph, typical of a level 5 text.

Level 5

Glittery, Glistening, Gleaming Teeth
You don’t want a sick, distasteful mouth filled with yellow rotting teeth, do you? I
had a feeling that was going to be your answer. You need to take care of your teeth
because teeth are important for so many things like chewing, saying words correctly,
and looking handsome or beautiful for picture too. There are many things you can do to
keep your teeth healthy like brushing on a regular basis. Daily brushing helps to get rid
of plaque, bacteria, cavities and this gross thing called stink breath. Follow these easy
steps to join me on the quest to sparkling, shiny, strong teeth.
To begin the quest to sparkling, shiny teeth, it’s necessary to collect the required
materials and instruments. These include a clean toothbrush with bristles that aren’t too
firm, a tube of disease killing toothpaste, clean water, a shiny cup, a smudge-free mirror
and a sink.
After gathering the cleaning tools and materials, grab the toothbrush and
carefully squeeze the toothpaste onto the bristles. Overloading the toothbrush with too
much toothpaste will only leave a mouth overflowing with bubbles so make sure to use
only one thin line of paste. Once the powerful germ killing toothpaste is on the
toothbrush, let the brushing begin! Gently make small circles or up and down
movements on the teeth surfaces with the bristles, moving all over the mouth, for at
least 2 minutes. Remember that it’s important to also clean the gums and the tongue as
well.
After 2 minutes of brushing, cautiously spit the leftover paste into the sink. Crack
a quick, but big smile to check to see if your teeth and mouth are clean. If not, do some
extra brushing.
Fill the shiny cup with clean, cold water from the pipe and take a sip. Gargle and
swish the water around your mouth until all the toothpaste residue has been removed
from the teeth. Spit the water into the sink and quickly wash it down the drain by
turning the pipe back on. While the water is running, rinse off the toothbrush so it’s
ready for the next time. Return all the materials to where they belong so your mom and
sister don’t get angry with you and make you clean the whole bathroom.
Taaaadaaah!! Now your teeth are clean, germ free, sparkling and free of cavities
and stink breath. It’s recommended by dentists all around the world that you brush your
teeth at least twice a day: once in the morning and once before bedtime. When it’s time
to smile for a picture, you’ll be ready with the most beautiful, white, sparkly, shiny
teeth. Say, “Cheese!”

