Walk the Tightrope

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Exposure

Materials


Rhyming picture cards (footprints) taped to the floor in rows (one footprint in front of each other, one
row per each rhyming family)

Activity
Students walk on rhyming pictures as they name the rhyming objects.
1. Tape footprint rhyming cards in a row on the floor, ensuring there is only one rhyming family per row.
2. Students take turns “walking the tight rope” (i.e., following the footprints) as they call out the rhyming
words.
3. Teacher highlights that all of these words rhyme.
4. Continue until all students have “walked the tight rope” of the rhyming words.

Row 1 Picture Cards
Man, pan, ran, van, fan, can.

Row 2 Picture Cards
Pig, wig, dig, twig, fig, big.

Row 3 Picture Cards
Chop, stop, drop, hop, shop, mop.

Walk the Tightrope - Row 1 Picture Cards

Walk the Tightrope - Row 1 Picture Cards

Walk the Tightrope - Row 2 Picture Cards

Walk the Tightrope - Row 2 Picture Cards

Walk the Tightrope - Row 3 Picture Cards

Walk the Tightrope – Row 3 Picture Cards

Shared Reading of Rhymes

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Exposure

Materials


Large chart of a song, poem or nursery rhyme (see Early Shared Reading Resources)

Activity
Students participate in a shared reading of a song, poem or nursery rhyme to attune their ears for rhyming
sounds.
1. Read the rhyming text to the group. Point to each word as it is read. Briefly discuss the text as a
group.
2. Read the text together a few times to get the rhythm of the rhyming pattern. Discuss the rhyming
structure. What words did you hear that sound the same at the end? What do we call it when words sound
the same at the end? Let’s read the first two lines and listen for the rhyming words.
3. Continue reading the poem over several days. The more the students hear the poem, the more they
will be able to join in on the reading. Remember, the focus is on the exposure to rhyming words and
not on spelling or decoding.
4. EXTENSION: Keep the poem on hand to refer to as students move into the other stages of rhyming,
such as rhyme judgment and completion.

Sample Rhymes for Shared Reading
Gingerbread Man
My mother made some gingerbread
And put it in a pan.
She pulled and shaped the dough
Until she formed a little man.
I added two red candy cheeks,
A dimple in his chin,
Raisins for his eyes and nose,
And frosting for his grin.
When he was baked, I sat right down
To see if he would run.
He stayed and so I ate him up,
The way you would have done!
Turtles
One baby turtle alone and new.
Finds a friend, and then there are two.
Two baby turtles crawl down to the sea.
They find another, and then there are three.
Three baby turtles crawl along the shore.
They find another, and then there are four.
Four baby turtles go for a dive.

Ten Fingers
A fingerplay
I have ten fingers, (hold up both hands, fingers spread)
And they all belong to me. (point to self)
I can make them do things,
Would you like to see?
I can shut them up tight, (make fists)
I can open them wide, (open hands)
I can put them together, (place palms together)
I can make them all hide. (put hands behind back)
I can make them jump high, (hands over head)
I can make them jump low, (touch floor)
I can fold them up quietly, (fold hands in lap)
And hold them just so.
Five Fat Peas
A fingerplay
Five fat peas in a pea pod pressed (children hold hand in a
fist)
One grew, two grew, so did all the rest.
(put thumb and fingers up one by one)
They grew and grew (raise hand in the air very slowly)
And did not stop,
Until one day
The pod went POP! (open and close fist with fingers spread
out wide)

Up swims another, and then there are five.
Bees
A fingerplay
Here is a beehive, (Hold up fist)
But where are the bees? (Shake head)
Hiding inside where nobody sees.
Soon they will come out of their hive,
One, two, three, four, five. (Slowly hold up one
finger at a time.)

Caterpillar
A caterpillar crawled to the top of a tree
I think I’ll take a nap, said he.
So under the leaf, he began to creep.
He spun a cocoon, and he fell asleep.
Then spring came along and he said,
Wake up, wake up, you sleepy head!

Here is a beehive, (Hold up fist)
But where are the bees?
Flying around all the flowers and trees. (Open and Out of the leaf he did cry,
wiggle fingers)
Look, I am a butterfly!
Soon they will come home from their fun,
Five, four, three, two, one. (Slowly put fingers
down to make a fist)

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Exposure

Rounding Up the Rhymes
Materials





Large chart or big book of a song, poem, nursery rhyme or rhyming story (see Early Shared Reading
Resources)
Round up the Rhymes cards, laminated for durability
Pocket Chart
Dry Erase marker

Activity
Students participate in a shared reading of a song, poem or nursery rhyme to attune their ears for rhyming
sounds.
1. Read the text to the group. Point to each word as it is read. Briefly discuss the text as a group.
2. Re-read the text, having students join in if they are ready. Point out that this text was fun to read
because of all of the rhyming words. Explain to students that they are going to help you ‘round up’ all
the rhyming words in the text.
3. Re-read the first section of the text (or more if necessary) and have students listen for the rhyming
words. As the teacher and students identify the rhyming pairs, the teacher writes* or draws the
rhyming pairs on a ‘Round Up the Rhymes’ card and places them in the pocket chart.
4. Continue reading until you have ‘rounded up the rhymes’. Review the words with the students by
reading/naming them together.
5. EXTENSION: Keep the text and rhyme cards on hand to refer to as students move into the other
stages of rhyming, such as rhyme judgment and completion
*If you choose to write the word, do not focus on the letters or spelling of the word, but rather the rhyming sounds of the rhyming pairs.

Example

Two

2

Shoe

‘Round Up the Rhymes’ Picture Cards

‘Round Up the Rhymes’ Sample Nursery Rhymes
Jack Be Nimble

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep

Hickory Dickory Dock

Jack be nimble, Jack be quick.
Jack, jump over the candlestick.

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
Three bags full.

Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock;
The clock struck one,
The mouse did run,
Hickory dickory dock.

Jack be nimble, quick as a fox.
Jack, jump over the wooden box.
Jack be nimble, Jack be fair.
Jack, jump over this wooden
chair.

One for the master,
One for the dame,
One for the little boy
Who lives down the lane.

Jack be nimble and bright as a
star.
Stand up and jump very wide and
far.

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
Three bags full.

One, Two, Buckle My Shoe

One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, two
Buckle my shoe.

One, two, three, four, five,
Once I caught a fish alive.

Three, four,
Shut the door.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
But I let it go again.

Five, six,
Pick up sticks.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so!

Seven, eight,
Lay them straight.

Which finger did it bite?
The little one on the right.

Nine, ten,
A big fat hen!
Little Boy Blue

Hey, Diddle, Diddle

Little boy blue,
Come blow your horn,
The sheep's in the meadow,
The cow's in the corn.
But where is the boy
Who looks after the sheep?
He's under a haystack,
Fast asleep.

Hey, diddle, diddle,
The cat and the fiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon;
The little dog laughed
To see such sport,
And the dish ran away with the
spoon.

Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock,
The clock struck two,
The mouse said, “Boo!”
Hickory dickory dock.
Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock.
The clock struck three,
The mouse said, “Whee!”
Hickory dickory dock.
To Market, To Market
To market, to market
To buy a fat pig.
Home again, home again,
Jiggity-jig.
To market, to market,
To buy a fat hog.
Home again, home again,
Jiggity-jog.
To market, to market,
To buy a sweet bun.
Home again, home again
Market is done.
Humpty Dumpty
Humpty dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty dumpty had a great fall.
All the King’s horses and all the
King’s men,
Couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty
together again.

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Exposure

Rhyme Rings
Materials



Rhyming family cards cut out and assembled on rings or string
PVC pipe fluency phones (see directions in text box)

Activity
Students flip through rhyming rings and name the rhyming words in the
rhyming family into the fluency phone.
1. Hook word picture cards that rhyme together on a metal ring,
or fasten together with string.
2. Students flip through the picture cards and say them into the
fluency phone (e.g. hog, log, jog, fog, etc.)
3. Students continue until they have read/named all of the rhyming
words.

How to Make Fluency Phones


Purchase a 3/4″ PVC pipe
and 3/4″ elbow joints
(you will need 2 for each
phone)



Cut PVC pipe into 3 1/2
inch sections



Put an elbow joint on
each end of the pipe



Colorful duct tape can be
wrapped around the

Rhyming Family Picture Cards
See below. 30 Cards in total.

center of the pipe for fun.

Rhyming Ring – ‘og’ family

Rhyming Ring – ‘ake’ family

Rhyming Ring – ‘ee’ family

Rhyming Ring – ‘at’ family

Rhyming Ring – ‘ail’ family

Rhyming Ring – ‘ock’ family

Rhyme Time

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Materials


Picture Cards, cut out and laid out into two stacks

Activity
Students match picture cards that rhyme.
5. Place picture cards into two separate stacks face down.
6. One student turns over a card from each stack and names the pictures.
7. If the pictures match, the student says, “Rhyme Time!” and keeps the pair. If they do not match, the
cards are placed randomly in the stack.
8. The next student takes a turn.
9. Continue the game until all matches are made.
Picture Cards
See below (36 cards in total = 18 pairs) .

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Rhyme Pie
Materials






Rhyming pages (one per student)
Construction paper circles or paper plate (one per student)
Scissors
Glue
Markers or crayons

Activity
Students make collages of rhyming words.
1. Provide each student with a rhyming page, paper plate, scissors, glue and markers/crayons.
2. Students cut out the pictures from their rhyming page.
3. Students group rhyming pictures together, and glue the pictures in the groups on their paper plate (or
construction paper circle).
4. Students draw a circle around the matching rhyming picture sets.
5. Students share with each other the rhyming words they grouped together.

Rhyming Pages
See below (2 pages in total).

Rhyming Partners

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Materials



Picture Cards that rhyme , laminated for durability
TIP: Laminate cards for multiple uses

Activity
Students find the person in their group with a matching rhyming card.
1. Review the picture cards with the students, naming each object.
2. Give each student a picture card (ensure that each pair rhymes, as noted by a circle and triangle on
the bottom of the picture cards)
3. Students find the person in their group that has a card that rhymes with their card.
4. Once students find their partner, they read their picture cards.
5. Teacher shuffles the cards and continues the game.
Picture Cards
See below. 40 cards (20 pairs) in total.

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Materials


List of rhyming words for reference

Activity
Students give a ‘thumbs up’ if two words rhyme or a ‘thumbs down’ if two words do not rhyme.
1. Teacher says two words that may or may not rhyme.
2. Students listen to the two words and if they rhyme, they give a ‘thumbs up’ sign and if they don’t
rhyme, they give a ‘thumbs down’ sign.
Sample List of Rhyming Words
ack - back, lack, pack, rack, sack, tack, yak, black, knack, quack, snack, stack, track, attack
ail - bale, fail, hail, mail, male, nail, pail, tale, rail, sail, stale, scale, snail, whale
air - air, bare, care, chair, dare, fair, hair, pair, rare, wear, chair, flare, stare, scare, share, spare, square
ake - ache, bake, fake, lake, make, rake, take, brake, flake, quake, snake, steak, awake, mistake
all - all, ball, call, doll, hall, fall, tall, crawl, small
an - an, can, fan, man, pan, ran, tan, van, plan, scan, span
and - and, band, hand, land, sand, bland
ap - cap, gap, map, nap, tap, zap, chap, clap, flap, slap, snap, strap, trap, wrap
ar - are, bar, car, far, jar, tar, star, scar
at - at, bat, fat, mat, pat, rat, sat, flat, that, splat
ate - ate, date, fate, mate, late, gate, rate, wait, crate, great, plate, skate, straight
ed - bed, dead, fed, head, led, read, red, said, bread, fled, spread, thread
ell - bell, fell, sell, well, yell, shell, smell, spell
en - den, hen, men, pen, ten, glen, then, when
et - bet, get, jet, let, met, pet, set, vet, wet, yet
in - bin, chin, in, pin, tin, grin, thin, twin, skin, begin, within
ing - king, ring, sing, wing, zing, bring, cling, fling, sling, spring, sting, string, swing, thing
it - bit, fit, hit, it, kit, lit, pit, sit, flit, knit, quit, skit, slit, spit, split
ite - bite, kite, bright, fight, fright, night, might, right, tight, white, write
oh - go, low, mow, row, sew, toe, blow, crow, dough, flow, know, glow, grow, know, show, slow, throw
ot - cot, dot, got, hot, lot, not, pot, rot, tot, bought, fought, knot, spot
ound - found, ground, hound, mound, pound, round, sound
oze - bows, hose, nose, rose, toes, blows, flows, froze, grows
ub - cub, rub, sub, tub, club, stub, scrub, shrub
un - bun, fun, one, run, son, sun, ton, won, done, none

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Rhyme Concentration
Materials


Rhyming concentration cards, laminated for durability

Activity
Using rhyming cards, students play the game “Concentration” by turning over cards and keeping the pairs that
rhyme.
1. Place the cards face down on a desk in a square array.
2. Students take turns flipping over two cards at a time and naming the objects on the cards. If the
two objects rhyme, the student keeps the cards. If they do not rhyme, the cards are flipped back
over and the next student takes a turn.
3. Continue until all matches have been made.
Rhyming Concentration Cards
See below. 24 cards (12 pairs) in total.

Pocket Rhymes

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Materials





Rhyming cards
o Separate Rhyming Cards into two sets – one set with the circle icon and another set with the
triangle icon (on the bottom right hand side of each card)
Pocket Chart
o Display picture cards with the triangle icon on the pocket chart
Bag
o Place cards with the circle icon into the bag

Activity
Students match rhyming picture cards on a pocket chart.
1. Place the bag containing the rhyming picture cards (with circle icon) next to the pocket chart.
2. Display the triangle set of rhyming picture cards on the pocket chart.
3. Taking turns, a student selects a card from the bag, names the picture (e.g. ‘cook’) and looks for the
rhyming match on the pocket chart. The student then places the card next to its rhyming match on the
pocket chart and names both pictures (e.g., ‘cook, hook’).
4. Continue with other students until all matches are made.
5. As a class or group, review chart together.

Cards
with
triangle

Cards
with circle

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Pocket Rhymes Picture Cards

Rhyme Sort

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Materials





Rhyming cards
o Header Cards
o Picture Cards for sorting
Pocket Chart
Bag
o Place picture cards for sorting into the bag

Activity
Students sort rhyming picture cards on a pocket chart.
1. Place the four rhyming picture header cards across the top row of the pocket chart. Place the rhyming
picture cards in a bag.
2. Taking turns, students select the top card from the stack, name the picture (e.g. ‘mail’), and look for
the rhyme match on the pocket chart. The student then places the card in the correct column and
names all of the picture cards in that column (e.g., Snail, mail, etc).
3. Continue with each student until all cards are sorted.
4. As a class or group, review chart together.

Header

Cards for
sorting

Rhyme Sort – Header Cards

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Rhyme Sort – Picture Cards for Sorting

Phonological awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Recognition

Rhyme Circle Map
Materials






Rhyming picture cards with target sounds
White board
Marker
Sticky tack
Small bag or box to hold rhyming picture cards

Activity
Using rhyming picture cards, students sort the words that rhyme with a target sound and those that do not
rhyme with the target sound.
1. On the board, draw a circle and put a picture in the middle of the circle to represent the target sound.
2. As a group, have the students say the rhyming word.
3. Taking turns, have a student draw a picture card from the bag or box and name the object. The
student and/or class decides if the card drawn rhymes with the picture in the middle of the circle. If it
does, the student places the picture card in the circle. If it does not, the student places the rhyming
picture outside of the circle.
4. Continue until all cards are drawn.
5. Students review the words inside the circle.
6. EXTENSION: When at the rhyme production stage, students can add more words inside or outside
the circle by producing words that rhyme or don’t rhyme with the target sound.

Rhyming Picture Cards with Target Sounds
See below. 4 Sets in total.

‘Rhyme Circle Map’ Rhyming Picture Cards with Target Sounds – Set 1
Target
Sound:
‘ake’ (snake)
Place in centre
of circle

Words that
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- rake
- cake
- wake
- bake
Words that
don’t
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- hat
- bed
- tap
- bear

‘Rhyme Circle Map’ Rhyming Picture Cards with Target Sounds – Set 2
Target
Sound:
‘ee’ (tree)
Place in centre
of circle

Words that
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- bee
- knee
- three
- tea
Students will
place these
words in the
circle.
Words that
don’t
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- rake
- ring
- bed
- bear
Students will
place these
words outside
of the circle.

‘Rhyme Circle Map’ Rhyming Picture Cards with Target Sounds – Set 3
Target
Sound:
‘ing’ (ring)
Place in centre
of circle

Words that
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- king
- swing
- string
- sing
Students will
place these
words in the
circle.
Words that
don’t
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- cake
- three
- bee
- ball
Students will
place these
words outside
of the circle.

‘Rhyme Circle Map’ Rhyming Picture Cards with Target Sounds – Set 4
Target
Sound:
‘all’ (ball)
Place in centre
of circle

Words that
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- fall
- tall
- wall
- call
Students will
place these
words in the
circle.
Words that
don’t
rhyme
Mix up in the
bag/box
- bake
- sing
- hat
- mop
Students will
place these
words outside
of the circle.

Which One Does Not Belong?

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Judgment

Materials


Rhyme oddity strips (cut into strips).

Activity
Using oddity strips, students identify the rhyming pair and the word that does not belong in a rhyming family.
1. Show students one rhyme oddity strip. Name each picture with the students (e.g. hat, bat, shark).
2. Identify the rhyming pair (e.g. hat and bat) and identify the word that does not belong with the rhyming
family (e.g. shark).
3. Continue with other rhyme oddity strips.
Rhyme Oddity Strips
See below (8 strips in total).
Strip 1 – glove, dove, house
Strip 2 – mouse, hook, book
Strip 3 – lock, clock, moon
Strip 4 – spoon, gum, drum
Strip 5 – skirt, shirt, cone
Strip 6 – bone, rat, mat
Strip 7 – truck, duck, pen
Strip 8 – hen, man, pan

Rhyme Oddity Strips

1.

2.

3.

4.

Rhyme Oddity Strips

5.

6.

7.

8.

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Judgment

Rhyming Word Sit Down
Materials


Sample scripts reference

Activity
Students listen for the word that does not rhyme.
1. Students stand in a circle.
2. Teacher reads rhyming words. For each word that rhymes, students take a step around the
circle (e.g. If the teacher read out dog, log, frog, the students would take 3 steps around the
circle)
3. When students hear a word that doesn’t rhyme, they sit down (e.g. If the teacher read out
dog, log, frog, HAT, the students would sit down when they hear the word HAT).
4. Students stand back up, and teacher starts again with a new rhyming family.
Sample Scripts
Round 1 – Bat, hat, fat, mat, rat, pat, flat, look!
(Students stand back up)
Round 2 – Show, bow, low, grow, crow, flow, glow, car!
(Students stand back up)
Round 3 – Chair, bear, pear, share, care, flare, hair, flair, cook!
(Students stand back up)
Round 4 – Beach, peach, reach, screech, square!
(Students stand back up)
Round 5 – Fish, dish, wish, swish, pan!
(Students stand back up)
Round 6 – Dog, log, jog, hog, fog, blog, frog, smog, swim!
(Students stand back up)
Round 7 – Bop, hop, mop, top, pop, drop, crop, flop, juice!
(Students stand back up)

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Judgment

Mark the Match
Materials





Picture strips (for the student)
List of rhyming words (for the teacher)
Crayons/pencils/bingo chip
TIP: Cut and laminate picture strips for repeated use. Students can mark laminated strips with dry
erase markers.

Activity
Students listen to a word and select the corresponding rhyming picture on the picture strip.
1. Give each student a picture strip with 3 pictures. Together, identify the pictures.
2. Teacher reads out a word that rhymes with one of the pictures on the picture strip. Students listen
to the word, and try to find the object that rhymes with that word on their picture strip. Once
they have found the word, they mark it with a bingo chip or cross it off with a pencil or crayon.
3. Share answers with the group.
4. Give each child a new picture strip and continue.
Picture Strips & Rhyming Words
See below. 10 strips in total.

Rhyming Word
(for the teacher to
read)

Wing
(truck, witch, ring)

Bake
(rake, bed, lock)

Mouse
(house, rocket,
comb)

More
(cows, door, can)

Boat
(coat, kite, beans)

Picture Strip
(for the student to identify the word that RHYMES with the word the teacher has
read out)

Nose
(key, milk, hose)

Red
(lips, lamp, bread)

Rocks
(socks, bike, watch)

Hat
(sun, cone, cat)

Man
(horse, bus, fan)

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Judgment

Rhyme Chime
Materials


Sample word list or picture cards for reference

Activity
Students identify what word does NOT rhyme in a given rhyming family.
1. Say to students, “Rhyme Chime one more time. Tell me (child’s name) which word does NOT rhyme.”
Say a series of three words (e.g. bat, cat, log)
2. Student attempts to identify the word that does not rhyme (e.g. log)
3. Continue with the other students.
Sample Word List

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Bat
Dip
Shoe
Door
Up
Up
Mat
Hat
Ten
Jump

Cat
Hug
Two
Fish
Door
Cup
Sat
Ship
Hen
Tree

Log
Lip
Fish
Dish
Floor
Mat
Ship
Flip
Tree
Free

Listening For Rhymes with Clip Cards

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Judgment

Materials



Rhyme clip cards
Clothespins, buttons, or bingo chips

Activity
Students identify words that do NOT rhyme with a picture.
1. Student names the main object on the card.
2. Student names the smaller objects along the bottom of the card.
3. Student selects the smaller object that does NOT rhyme with the larger picture and marks it with
a clothespin, button, or bingo chip.

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

‘Listening For Rhymes’ Clip Cards

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
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Rhyming Basket
Materials


Basket filled with objects from the classroom

Activity
The teacher says a word (real or non-sense), and the student tries to find an object in the basket that rhymes
with the word.
1. Collect common items from the classroom and place in the basket.
2. Have students sit in a circle.
3. Pass the basket to one student. Say a word (real or non-sense) that rhymes with an object in the
basket. The student pulls out the object in the basket that rhymes with the given word. For
example, if the teacher said fizzers the student would pull out scissors.
4. If the student pulled out the correct object, they keep the object. If the student pulled out the
incorrect object, they put the object back into the basket and pass the basket to the next person.
5. Continue around the circle until all students have had a turn and all objects are pulled out of the
basket.

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Completion

Willaby Wallaby
Materials


Song lyrics

Activity
Students sing a rhyming song and attempt to fill in the name that rhymes with the non-sense word.
1. Sing the first part of the song a few times so students can learn the words and tune.
2. Continue singing the song using non-sense words that rhyme with a child’s name. Pause before
staying the student’s name so children can try to complete the rhyme.
3. Continue singing until all students have heard their names.
Song Lyrics
Willaby Wallaby
(You Tube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5MPTXPKNIw )
Sample lyrics:
A willaby wallaby bee,
An elephant sat on me!
A Willaby wallaby do,
An elephant sat on you!
(Now choose words – can be nonsense words - that rhyme with each child’s name in your group. See if
children can predict which name is coming next.)
An example:
A wallaby wallaby fawn,
An elephant sat on … Shawn!
A wallaby wallaby lericka,
An elephant sat on Jericka!

Rhyming Riddles

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Completion

Materials


Sample rhyming riddles for reference

Activity
Students generate rhymes by following verbal clues.
1. Begin the lesson by providing a pattern to follow. For example:
I am thinking about ________________. It rhymes with _____________. What is it?
2. Provide several riddles as examples, such as:
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with log. What is it?
3. Model and talk aloud to demonstrate. So the answer has to be an animal and it has to rhyme with
log. So let me think of words that sound the same as log. Share a few correct responses (dog, frog)
and a few incorrect responses (i.e., Jog rhymes with log, but that’s not an animal….A cat is an
animal, but it does not rhyme with log).
4. Continue providing riddles and having students complete the rhyme.
5. EXTENSION: Have students think of some riddles and present them to the class.
Sample Riddles
I am thinking about ________________. It rhymes with _____________. What is it?
I’m thinking about a colour. It rhymes with shoe. What is it? (blue)
I’m thinking about a colour. It rhymes with bed. What is it? (red)
I’m thinking about a colour. It rhymes with screen. What is it? (green)
I’m thinking about a colour. It rhymes with link. What is it? (pink)
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with hat. What is it? (cat)
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with wig. What is it? (pig)
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with peep. What is it? (sheep)
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with now. What is it? (cow)
I’m thinking about an animal. It rhymes with house. What is it? (mouse)
I’m thinking about a number. It rhymes with blue. What is it? (two)
I’m thinking about a number. It rhymes with hive. What is it? (five)
I’m thinking about a number. It rhymes with fun. What is it? (one)
I’m thinking about a number. It rhymes with door. What is it? (four)
I’m thinking about a number. It rhymes with bee. What is it? (three)
I’m thinking of a place. It rhymes with rule. What is it? (school)
I’m thinking of a place. It rhymes with screech. What is it? (beach)
I’m thinking of a place. It rhymes with lark. What is it? (park)
I’m thinking of a place. It rhymes with more. What is it? (store)
I’m thinking of a place. It rhymes with brown. What is it? (town)

What’s Missing?

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Completion

Materials


Large chart of a song, poem or nursery rhyme (see Early Shared Reading Resources) with the rhyming
words covered up using sticky notes

Activity
Students participate in a shared reading of a song, poem or nursery rhyme and fill in the missing rhyming
word.
1. Select a song, poem or nursery rhyme that the class is familiar with (see Shared Reading of Rhymes
in the Rhyme Exposure section above). Read the rhyme to the group. Point to each word as it is
read, leaving out the words that are covered.
2. Students attempt to complete the rhyme by guessing the missing word. Support with context clues
and reminding the students that the word must rhyme (sound the same as the last word in the
above sentence).
3. Students check their answer by lifting up the post-it note and seeing if their guess matches the
covered word.

‘What’s Missing’ Sample Nursery Rhymes
Jack Be Nimble

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep

Hickory Dickory Dock

Jack be nimble, Jack be quick.
Jack, jump over the candlestick.

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
Three bags full.

Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock;
The clock struck one,
The mouse did run,
Hickory dickory dock.

Jack be nimble, quick as a fox.
Jack, jump over the wooden box.
Jack be nimble, Jack be fair.
Jack, jump over this wooden
chair.

One for the master,
One for the dame,
One for the little boy
Who lives down the lane.

Jack be nimble and bright as a
star.
Stand up and jump very wide and
far.

Baa, baa, black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, sir, yes, sir,
Three bags full.

One, Two, Buckle My Shoe

One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, two
Buckle my shoe.

One, two, three, four, five,
Once I caught a fish alive.

Three, four,
Shut the door.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
But I let it go again.

Five, six,
Pick up sticks.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so!
Which finger did it bite?
The little one on the right.

Seven, eight,
Lay them straight.
Nine, ten,
A big fat hen!
Little Boy Blue
Little boy blue,
Come blow your horn,
The sheep's in the meadow,
The cow's in the corn.
But where is the boy
Who looks after the sheep?
He's under a haystack,
Fast asleep.

Hey, Diddle, Diddle
Hey, diddle, diddle,
The cat and the fiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon;
The little dog laughed
To see such sport,
And the dish ran away with the
spoon.

Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock,
The clock struck two,
The mouse said, “Boo!”
Hickory dickory dock.
Hickory dickory dock,
The mouse ran up the clock.
The clock struck three,
The mouse said, “Whee!”
Hickory dickory dock.
To Market, To Market
To market, to market
To buy a fat pig.
Home again, home again,
Jiggity-jig.
To market, to market,
To buy a fat hog.
Home again, home again,
Jiggity-jog.
To market, to market,
To buy a sweet bun.
Home again, home again
Market is done.
Humpty Dumpty
Humpty dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty dumpty had a great fall.
All the King’s horses and all the
King’s men,
Couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty
together again.

Fill in the Rhyme

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Completion

Materials


Sample ‘Fill in the Rhyme’ sentences

Activity
Students complete the rhyming sentences.
1. Introduce the activity by reading a couple of the rhyming sentences and filling in the rhyming word.
2. Students orally fill in the sentences by thinking of a rhyming word that fits.
3. Highlight the rhyming words in each sentence.
4. Continue with each student.
Sample Sentences
The cat is sleeping on a ______ (mat).
The frog jumped over a ______ (log).
The fox ran out of the ______ (box).
A bear sat down on a ______ (chair).
She played the drum with her ______ (thumb).
I watched the sea while climbing a ______ (tree).
The duck has very good ______ (luck).
He counted to four as he sat on the ______ (floor).
I sat on the beach and ate a ______ (peach).
The bear is eating a ______ (pear).
The clown is wearing a ______ (crown).
That shoe is yellow and ______ (blue).
His shirt is covered with ______ (dirt).
She loves her pretty new ______ (gloves).
The bee lives inside the ______ (tree).
You can sing while you ride on the ______ (swing).
I watered the rose with the ______ (hose).
I painted the sled a very bright ______ (red).
The cook is reading a ______ (book).
A whale has a very big ______ (tail).
The ball bounced over the ______ (wall).
After school, I swam in the ______ (pool).
Jill is on top of the ______ (hill).
The boy spun around and fell on the ______ (ground).
That silly cat is wearing a ______ (hat).
The fast car can drive really ______ (far).
She smelled the rose with her ______ (nose).
The screen is a pretty color of ______ (green).
The bug crawled under the ______ (rug).

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Production

Ball Toss
Materials


Ball or Beanbag

Activity
Students produce a word that rhymes with a word given by the teacher.
1. Students stand in a circle.
2. Teacher says a word and tosses a ball or beanbag to a student. That student has to think of a word
that rhymes with the word said by the teacher.
3. If the student cannot think of a rhyming word, the student tosses the ball to another student and they
attempt to think of a rhyming word.
4. When a student gives a rhyming word, they pass the ball back to the teacher.
5. The teacher then chooses another word and tosses the ball to another student
6. Continue the game.
7. EXTENSION: Once students are comfortable with rhyming, they can continue to toss the ball around
the circle until they cannot think of any more words to rhyme with the initial word given by the
teacher.

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Production

Rhyme Sing-a-long
Materials


Song Lyrics on chart paper (do not fill in the blanks)

Activity
Students produce rhyming words in a song with a familiar tune.
1. Sing the song “Three Blind Mice” with the children so they will know the tune of the rhyming song
(Three Blind Mice YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrBHyC1xbCk )
2. Show students the lyrics of the ‘We Can Rhyme’ song.
3. Teacher sings the song, filling in the first word of each line. Students attempt to fill in two rhyming
words for the word given by the teacher.
4. Can be sung as a group or each student can take a turn.
Song Lyrics
We Can Rhyme
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.
Listen to the words. Listen to the words.
______ rhymes with ______ and ______
______ rhymes with ______ and ______
______ rhymes with ______ and ______
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.
For example:
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.
Listen to the words. Listen to the words.
Hat rhymes with bat and cat
Dog rhymes with log and frog
Chip rhymes with ship and hip
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.
Listen to the words. Listen to the words.
Car rhymes with bar and far
Train rhymes with chain and stain
Saw rhymes with jaw and paw
We can rhyme. We can rhyme.

Rhyme the Number

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Production

Materials




Number cards (1-10)
Cup or bag to pull out number cards
Sample rhyming words for reference

Activity
Students select a number card and produce a word that rhymes with the number.
1. Place number cards in cup or bag.
2. Student draws a number card and says the number. Student attempts to produce a word that
rhymes with the number.
3. If the student produces a word that rhymes, they keep the number card (nonsense words are
acceptable). If the student produces a word that does not rhyme, the number card goes back
into the bag.
4. Repeat with each student until all number cards are drawn.
Number Cards

Sample Rhyming Words
Number

Sample Rhyming Words – nonsense words are
acceptable as well

One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten

Fun, ton, run, bun, sun, done
Shoe, boo, do, who, clue, new
Bee, fee, me, knee, see, tree
Door, chore, more, soar, tore, wore, shore
Hive, dive, live
Mix, fix, licks, chicks, bricks
Heaven, eleven,
Bait, date, fate, gate, late, mate, straight, rate
Dine, fine, mine, sign, vine
Den, hen, men, pen, then, when

Rhyme Hunt

Phonological Awareness
Rhyme
Rhyme Production

Materials


Brainstorm list of objects and rhyming words in your environment ahead of time

Activity
Students look for objects in their environment that rhyme with a given word.
1. Tell students that they are going on a rhyme hunt (could be in the classroom or outside).
2. Ask children to look around the room (or area) and find something that rhymes with a
particular word. For example, Look, there’s a sock. Can you find something in the room that
rhymes with sock? (clock) Look, there’s a bee. Can you find something that rhymes with bee?
(tree)
3. Continue with other words and objects.

